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By Entering God’s Rest

Devotional message presented Friday evening, July 1, 2005

his evening T remind vao of 2 group
of poweriul and prominent leaders
ire thie Tible. Beeause thoey were so
prominent in Ismed’s Jisromy, wou
will o doubt mwooenize ther names:
Slammin, Shaphar, lgdd, Paln, Gaddiel, Gaaddi,
Ammiel, Sethar, Nabibs, and Guel
e foer, | have yer o fnd o growp of
Adventists who can idenrify these names as |
vewed them, wacid b add che fase roo names on the
tise Culel and Jashua (Hashea). Yes, these are

iy beteles vet to fight before they woulil ace
ally possess the land in tis fullnessy vet in a real
gerse the promise of vest o the laned of mills and
haney was being fulfilled os they rrusted in God's
OIS

But the sory of Joshua beading bimel nua
Goad’s rest 3 1w Just o story of 2 peaple long age
and far eway. It s our stocy as well
Entering God's Rest

| used to think that the sypalogical fulfillnent

the names of the 12 spies sent ot by Moses Richard M. aof eneering Giods rest, o Caleb and Joshaa and
gnder the command of God m susvay the Land Davidson fuiihidul Tq:wi did, would take place ur the
of Pramisa (Nom. TH3161L* Ten leaderns werea 1 N Anidrows Secomd Coming. Bt sccoeding 1o the book of

dismal fatlure; dragging a2 whole genesition down
with them, while Caleb sl Joshun were
paragens of vicrory and success,

Oy Cimaan's horders God had promised lseacl

professor of (hd
Testamen! interpre
tation, and chair,
Ol Testament

Hebrews, we oin already, by faith, enter Gad's
rest, W ey expenicnce it now,

I Genesis 2 God rested by ceasing from His
worls oo the Sabbatly, and He invited Adam

through Mases, “For a8 ver you have nnt coe 1o Department, and Eve to reston that first Salbarh, From whac
the resr IHebrew memicchall] and the inheritance Seventh-day were Adam and Eve resting? From their own
which the Lord vour God s givioe vou Past Acventis] works? Noy, they were resting i God's fngihed
when vou cross over the jordan and dwell in the Theological WK

Barnd wehich the Lord yoar God s giving S to Seminary, Andrews Thus even before sm there 1 2 profound
inherit, and He ghves voo rest [Hebrow naih] University infererce of the principle of nighreousness by

Irom ﬂ“ amr EFITiEs [L'IEI.1.T-L| ':'Il'l-’.‘.lili:, HE1 1.|"|1'I|' i

dwell in safery” {(Deut. 12:9, 10}

Reliving the Story

Adrer divading the inhertance ameng the E._ fribes, the
aurhor of the book ¢ tj seha writes this powesful and
chrlling simowry: “So the Loed gave m larael 31t the tand of
wheich he hach sworn o give wo-thair farhers, amd they ook
possession of 1 and dwelt in it The Lond gave them ress
[megmachah! all arcnnd, sccording o all thar He had sworn to
their farhers” (Joslwa 2143, 440

The poopie of Ged had sntered His rest! True ri‘bcx b

faich. And-Pand deaws the implication for

helicvers in has day: “There remains therefore a
rest [sabbatiomos, Sabbatly rest] for the peaple of God, For
he who hes enteped His test hias himself also ceased from
s works as God did from His" {(Heb. 48, 10) Everp
Sabhath, 2 we rest fron oar work, we
rience of nghtcousnes b+ faich,

proclsim our expe-
:,i_...l'. e Trgst [l !.!:l ORI
own warks, but m the fnished work of Chriss on our
behalf, The Sabbath becomes the ourward sign of the “ros
of grace” [ Seventh-day Adventise Bible Commenirs, vol, 7,
. 928) thar believers in Chrisr mav experience all weel
long.
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Rest in Christ

The precious thought that we can
“rest in Clirist” by faith and have
assurance Ol ouir acceprance with [im
is wonderful news | dared not believe
it even as a theology major in collep,
2% A scingry student, or cven a8 3
YOUNG Pasto.

As a voung pasior | preached ser-
mons full of Chrrsr, ver devoid of the
assurance thar we could rewt in Him
But through a chain of marvelous
peovidential lcadings, the simplicity
arul beaury of the mospel began ro
dawn befote me. | was “surprised by
joy" wirh the clear scriptural restimony
that | could have the assuruncy ol
entering Llis rest: "Maost agsuredly, 1 suy
tix vau, he who believes i Mo las
everlasting life” {Juhn 6:47). "These
things | have wricrten to vou who
elleve in the name af the Son of
Olodd, that you may know that vou
have erernal Life™ {1 John 5:13; o,
verses 11, 12). “Come o Me, ull you

e

THE FOUR WHO'VE COME TO MORE: Searching for these whe have attended the most General Conference s¢8-
slons, including the current session, the Adventist Review found the following four contenders: {from left) Neal C.
Wilson. former president of the General Conference, has been present at the last 15 consecuthve BC sessions; his
furst was in 1941, Kerneth H. Wood, chair of the Ellen G. White Estate board of trustees and former editor of the
Adventist Review, hae attended 14 GC sessions. He was a young boy when he went to his first in 1926, Berl B.
Beach, director for Interchurch Relntions of the General Conference Public AFfairs and Refigious Liberty Department,
s credited with being present st 14 comecutive sessjons. He and his wile, Eliane, spant their honeymoon at the
1954 session. Roscee 5. Lowry, former president of the Southem Asia Division, has attended 10,

Wilson voiced his bopes for the 58th General Conference session: ~Somehow this session needs to help hold the
church togather in thess tmes of great fragmentation, and belp the members become betier prepared to fullill

who labor and are heav ¥ ladlen, and 1
will give you rest” {(Marr. 11:28).

The: meseage of conbdently resting
in Chrisr'’s righteoustess does not lead
to cheap srace. Rather “its fruit is unto
boliness" (Selecied Messapes, book i3
339; of. Rom. 6:22). Only-as [-trust
wholly in the merits.of Christ, my sub-
stitute and surery; can 1 wulv ober God
in the spint as well as the lewrer of the
fawe

Other Dimensions of Sabbath Rest

Theapasrle assures us in Hebrews
4:9- "Thire remains therefore a
[Sabbarh] rest {Greck sabbatismas| for
the people of Gaod.” This word, sat-
barismps, reters not anly to the spiricual
pest of erace, bhue rooan nctunl weekly
okservance of the seventh-day
Sabbath, a muiridimensionl rest
available to God's peaple.

I haave found seven dimensions ol
Sabbarh rest highlighted by the vanous
ebrew verbs in the books of Moscs.

God's mission and be ready for the Lord's great appointment for His second coming.™
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A owe welcome the Sabbath, 1invite
vint T eontemplate this mulcifacered
[est.

We have nleady spoken of the
spiricual 1es

A secondd fucer God offers us is
physical resr. On dhe scveh day of
Crearion wock God Srested . . . from
all His work which He had done”™
(Gen. 2-2). The verb for “resr™ used
here s shabhat, which means o pase,
w ceae.” In the founth commandment
we are invited o lollow God's exam:-
ple, w pause, cease from our weekday
work

I he fonch commandinent also
indicotes that Uk resred mentally as
well as physically. The vorks for “rest”
used here is vat shabbat, as in Genests
2, b meach it means o e tanogul,
i a stare of repose and peace.” At
crisating insix days, God sat back In
trancuil repose, mentally rejoicing in
the world He had created. On Sal:luach
He invires us to juin Him in thar sense
of restful repose wul
Feace.

E";J:l:'-'ll.'::t i1 Edi‘ a4
fmth dimension of
Sabhath re=t where
it =avs Ul “was
refreshed™ (verse
17Y. The vert liter
ally means He
“took on new soul
or life™ (nephesh)
Even rhoueh God
wis ahviously noe
tired, [He ook on
nesw life; Tle experi-
enced emotional
resr. Cin Salbath
Crod lonws 1w
recharge our emo-
tional batterics, (6
refresh and restoce

A ffth dimens-
siva of Sabbkarh rest
is creative, colobea-
tory mest In Exodos
3 God pro-
moeinced: “The chil-
dren of lspact slwll

- observe the
Sabbath throughout



thiir penerations” {verse 161, We an
o Vinake™ the Subboth—s God maide
the heavens and the eanth—with all
the creacivity and eneep? thin God dis-
playerd in This crearive process, This
verse in the Mew International Yemion
captures the meumung by using rhe
word Scelebruting” instead of morely
“wheerving” the Subbarh. God offen w
on the Sablkarh a chance 1o
exuberantly celebete His poodness.

Vhe sixth dnension of the Sabhuth
s that it iz Alled wirk power. In
Hebpow thoeught, for God o bless

smeching is o empawer 1 o fulhll

the function foe whhch ir s disioned
Thae sabharic ermpowennent =pills our
inbn adl the orher davs of the week.

The seventh dimension of Sabbath
rest I caplured o che words *Ciod
hlessed the seventh day and sanctified
it for made it Kols]™ {Gen. 2230 How
does Gud mabe somerning holy! Be
His presence. The sife of Sabbath ress
iz mst just che gile of 2 duy bor che gifs
of w Persom, illing the day with His
Jolng presence:

“The Heavenly Sanctuary and Rest
iy the Old Testament the main
oy for Srost™ [Heboow msnmchah;
“hreck kmebauss] aleo means “restmg
:pie.m.-," and is copiared with Mount
< Zion (thee civy af Jerssalem), and In
- particular, with the place of Gad's
thiane in the sancooary fr Temple
- Thes it no wonder thai in the
- Fpdtle to the Hebrows, immediately
afrer mentioning the Sabbadh rese in
SHehrews 4, the auther invites us 1o
“come baldly to the throne of grace [in
the heavendy sancmuary, God's Presting
phace™) thar we moay obin mercy and
find grace o help m wime of nesd”
{verse 181 Ths it not just 3 metaphior
for ps'\ﬁ?ér. Weare mvited rooactuaile
eome o the thirone of prace in the
heavenly smetuare by Jaivh, Threo
miere times in the Bpistle dhis invit-
tioey is oiven: Hebrews 619, 200 1019

23 132224 Pour times we are invined
povw, by Eaarh, o enter Oods e (e,
His “resting place™ i the beavenly
supc by,

These passapes repearedly eall us w
consider thar we actusily come by fith

il thie heavenly sanctsary iy e
heavendy Jerasalom. In those pestass
chere s 3 cill fomeore than moctaphaod-
<at hip service 1o the sancruary oo
erivie This is whis | like wecall an
invitation o "sunetoary lfe”

Weten fuced with diflicoltes, whar:
ever the presurcs of Tife, seu can onter
{od's rear. T he “rest o arace™ i b
sowirce of "miercy and . . . gmace 10 help
in st of need” (Heb, 410} i is “an
anchor of the socl™ (Heb: 82190 it is
conmected with the privilege of "hay-
g our hearts sprinkled from an evil
comscience and our bodies wasted wath
pure warer” {Heb 10:27}: it is wigalle
finked with jovow celehration and
worship i the prezence of ®an it
merahle compamy of angels™ (Heh,
[2:22).

Iy o weonrel, Jesus, the New Joshinn,
makes available 1o us the antirypacal
fulliliment of ali thay was mphicd in
Ciod's rear- in the history of anciemt
Bseael. We con come by faith 1o the

o

heavenly Canmn (Heb, 12:22-24); we

pondict apirinand warkare agaiver our
spvitizal encmrdes (Bpli. 610-17 ) and
recerss oo spariiual inheritance (Ao
IEEphs. DL B4 URY; and, poase
Crol, wee engow thie spiririal rest of
grace i Tl presence (Heb, £9: 011,
Wl B8 s 1o Bhjoy Twow, A8 i
tusth sxpericice of entesing God's resr,
will cng disy reach s wlamawe fuliil-
meent inconnectinn witk: the Second
Advear ol bevorad. The auther of
Hebrews poines o God's “rest™ nor
only a8 a presenr experience but us a
lyture hope: “Ler s therefire be
diligent to enter thar rest™ (Heb 42113
There wili be 3 fal, Brerd con-
guest of the enemies of God. W will
ersioy our ultimare inhentnee {Mare
35:34; Col. 3:74: Rev, 21:-7). And ves,
wa will enier God's gloriaus, clermal
fest. Moy thae Jday comie soon! Amen.

*Binde 1z in G covedionst wee gpeivod
freane i Mess Eing James Yesion,
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