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3S0 THE SABBATH. 

As the Jaws of the natural or I'hysicnl ""'orId are inilexible, s·) 
arc those of the moral world. 

y OIl ~allnot 10llg have Sunuay mails and civil anu religious 
liberty. 

You cannot run lJoats; :lllU stages, anll cars, and omnibuiC[;, 
on Sunday, and haye a virtuous and mural community. 

YOll cannot have a wise amI elIicient administration, and a 
lmppy pL'ople, no II.'.aller how gtJod YOlll' Constitution is, and at 
the S;Ulle time, SablJath-brcaking rulers. 

You cannot have even an intelligent, industrious, and happy 
nation, auu a national sanction to lJreak anyone of the injunc­
tions of this code; "specially, that most important and inLlispen­
sahle one, the liJllrth. 

YOll cannot han' the Christian religion, nor civil libel·ty, aud 
seven days in a week for labor and afJIusen~ent. 

You cannot have the religious anu benevolent objects of the 
day in a ilourishillg' state, with this system of Sabbath desecra­
tion. These thing:; ea.llnot lung exist together. If you would 
retain the religioll of the Biulc, Sabbath-breaking must cease; 
for no religion ever has bet'll, or can lJe propagated and sustain­
ed, without its fe:;tivals, its seasons for llevotion. These truths 
neces:Jarily fullow, if the positions lirst bitl down be eorrect. 
For cll'eet mv,st and ?pill. 10110w C;Ulse. If the Sabbath be pro­
faned, peuple wil.! nut IOllg: 8.ssemhle to hear religious aUll moral 
in:Jtl'1letion; aud thell they lleCeSf;'t1 ily becom.e ignorant and 
viciolLs. So, tlJC reslLlt ill this country must suon he nv Sabbath, 
in its legitimate .IJolt! Oil till' public cunseience, and no Christian 
1·eligio'll., or ?/.V sewlar labvr on that tlay. Both cannot long go 
togcther. 'IVC :.'.IU rapiuly appronchiug the crisis. Which ~vill 

wc have ~ Chouse 'llLickly, thnt yuu may have your choice-de­
lay, an,l yuu llla:r he compelled to take that which will destroy us. 

SAI1lJA'J'lI-mmAKING MAKES INFIDELS. 

This nation is rapidly l'ecoming infidel, anuwhy 1 Not be­
cause iuJidelil.'! makes Sabhath-breakers; lor men must lirst cast 
away all reverence Jor tl18.t day, hefore they can disbelieve the 
Bihle, ridicule it:; truths, anti contewll its Author. All those who 
habitually trample un this institution must, from self-respect, or 
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love of consistency, profess to disbelieve the claims of those pre­
cepts which condemn them. Having therefore learned, by 
national sanction, and individual and State examples, to dese­
crate God's holy day, they fiy to infidelity, in self-justification, 
waxIng worse and worse, and contaminating every thing that 
comes within their reach. 

Should it be asked, who are becoming infidels 1 The answer 
is ready--stagemen, boatmen, carmen, postmasters, and their 
clerks, custom-house officers, toll-gatherers, forwarding mer­
chants, innkeepers, their families and domestics, porters, barbers, 
milkmen, and others, who by any means, or in any way,' ha­
bitually violate this day. They, to appear consistent, must say 
there is no law by which they are required to suspend their labor 
one-seventh part of the time. 

,\Ve know a perSall, the son of a pious man, who moved from 
New England, SOllle twenty years ago, into the valley of the 
Mississippi. He was then a nominal believer in the Christian 
religion. He opened a public house, was appointed postmaster, 
and, like other men in such circumstances, began to do business 
on Sunday. The result has heen, not only infidelity in the 
father, but in six or eight sons. Not long since, on that day, we 
were pained to see that all of them, together with a large num­
ber of neighbors and stage-drivers, could laugh, talk, and drink, 
on the day of rest, sport with the Christian religion, ridicule the 
story of the cross, and blaspheme God, regardless of their own, 
and the future well-being of others. They had, as the most 
valued part of their library, "Paine's Age of Reason i" and 
they believed every word its author had written, notwithstand­
ing the reasonings and statements in "Watson's Apology for 
the Bible," which had a place 011 the same shelf. 

Sabbath-breaking has made everyone of these men opell 
contemners of God's !:l.w. This is not a peculiar case; many 
such families, and whole neighborhoods, can be found in that 
great valley; and let the practice continue a few years, at most, 
and in eyery neighborhood may be found such men, in abun­
dance. Oh, how this system multiplies infidels. It does it by 
hundrells anel thousands every year. Infidels, so long as this 
practice shall continue, need do nothing more than keep the 
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Christian publi<; ignorant of what is doing, thereby to destroy 
Christi;1.nity. There is no lIe<;e~sily fur their reprinting illfi'.lel 
subllely, infidel slallg, illfilkl slalll!cr am! blnsplwllly, so long ltS 

labur alll! amuselUcnt arc euntiuued on Sunday; for this is doing 
their work uf lleath more eIlcctualll' tban auything else could 
llo it. Oh, that Christians bllt re:tlized this, as they very suon 
will, thungll itlllay be too lale·to remedy the evil. 

Vlhal, let LIS ask, lllllst he the inIluenee of this unholy prac­
'.icc, l.llt the cuiil'c destruction of olll' privileges, civil, domestic, 
and religious 1 ·W herever the Sa]J]mth is profaned, infidelity 
<;onws .ill Eke a IJoou; :mu ignomnce, erime, anarchy, and d"so­
latiun lullow :;n ilS train, as lIatmal allli unavoidable conse­
quencc.,. Fur lhe 8ablmi.l1 and infidelity cannot long exist to­
gether. 'Vvherc the\'(' is 11U Sabbath, there can be no sound 
moralitY-lIo trlle l'atriutisul antI phiJailthropy-butlittle hu­
manity ur ge\ll~ral intelligence-lit lIe natiunal prosperity, and no 
cheering hope l,f a blcssed imlliortality. The Sabbath gone, 
anll all that i:; Yaluable, here ur hereafter, is gone; for, in the 
present econumy, GOll eanllot cunvert the world without tbe I 
inlluencc u1' that (hy. i 

The SAlJUATII has already lost much of its hold ou the busi­ I 
ness men of this natioll. The pU!J[ic conscience, on this subject, 
is fasl dying away; ".lId, continuing to do as we have done, its I 
voice will SOOII cease to be heard. The din of worldly business I-
has all but deafeued the IlIen of this world, and the love of gain f 
filled the heart of the church, so that they seem. to think of 
nothing but 1!!Oncy, sclf-aggmndi.r.cmcnt, and sc1j~a]JJ!lause. It 
often appcars absulutely impossible to ureak the charm. Judg­
ments, often repe:ltclI and most severe, may do it, but it is to be 
feared nothing else can; fOl' God has long been trying mercies, 
and we have waxed worsc and worse. Must it be, that the 
moral anll p]Jy~:ic:\l ])l:ndits uf this blessed season are soon to be 
lost to the church, and tu a guilty, dying world 1 

This seeUlS, onlooking over the whole field, and watching the
 
progress which this evil has made, dming the Jast'eight or ten
 
years, almost unavoidable. Tu human appearance it is quite
 
so. But" with Gud all things," consistent with his plan of
 
guvcrnmcnt and his holiness, "are possible."
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\Vill not the ]IINISTRY suffer with the people 1 Are they not, 
in a measure, responsible for the losses, the paius, antI the 
miseries which are felt, in consequence of this na tional breach 
of the divine law 1 Had they lifted up their voices against 
such an intrusion, the evil might have been stayed, and this 
nation spared many a pang; many souls might have been saved 
from perdition, and God's name and authority pre:oerved from 
dishonor. 

PRIVATE CHRISTIANS have neglected, and continue to neglect, 
their duty, notwithstandi11g all that has been said to the con­
n·ary. They act as though they believed it was the work of 
ministers only to reprove this sin, and that they have nothing 
to do in the matter. They have either been afraid to speak, or 
too worldly, covetous, ~elfish, and indifferent, to spend a thought 
for this object, though UpOll its success depend the best interests 
of a dying world. One hus turned to his farm, and another to 
his merchandise, apparently listless, unaffected, undisturbed. 

This ?U.TIO", for a number of rears, has been rolling in wealth 
and pleasure. Prosperity has smiled on us, and, in our own 
estimation at least, we hare become rich and important. :Many 
of our young men are prow], impious, and ready to say, " 'Vho 
is the Lord, that we should serve him 1" The Sabbath is our 
own, and we will enjoy it. The truth of God exerts no influ­
ence on their minds, to convince them that they are sinners, 
poor, ignorant, dependent-hastening to the judgment of the 
great day. They laugh and scoff at serious things, and even 
defy the Almighty. Old men too are forgetting the good in­
structions of their fathers. 

The efforts of some professors of religion to divide our ranks, 
and their frequently going over to the enemy, are yery discour­
aging. 'Vhen one stal1lb in the field, at his post, and is a t­
tacked by the enemy, instead of coming up to his help in the 
mighty struggle, they leare him to conquer alone, if he can, or 
they even join with the enemy, though, it is admitted, in most 
cases indirectl:-. Thereby the)r procure, if not his immediate, 
his ultimate orerthrow; when, \Yom out, grieYed, and discour­
aged, he dies a martyr to the CD.USf'. 

This is cruel-traitorous; but it has been acted orer and over, 

,
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and will prove a wrse not only to those who are guilLy of such 
conduct, but to the nation, while it is a foul blot on human 
nature. Let this C(lUl'SC he cllntinlled, and it will prove the de­
strlletioJl of uur brighte:;t hopes, here aml hereafter. Is th'Jre 
here nu gaud rca:iOll for apprehending, that the benefits of the 
Sabbath will soon be lo~;t to this nation 1 Other reasons, nume­
rous and weighty, might he given, were it necessary. 

THE UNLY UEMEDY. 

Every ccdc:i'i'l~tical lJoily, mHst immediately raise its voice,
 
long and loud, against this sin, in all its various forms. They
 
lllust l'articu!arii:e, and repeat their remonstrances, as often as
 
they shall meet, giving" line upon lino, and precept upon pre­

<:ept," until the evil slJall Le done away. They must watch over
 
anil call to aCCllunt all their (]elinquent members.
 

CHURCHES must discipline all their members, who ar~ or shall 
be guilty of thi:; sin, am] not sufrer an individual to remain 
al1l',lI1~~ them who will huld stock in Sabbath-breaking eslab­
lislnnents; run 1>oats, stoges, rail-cars; open or carry the mail, 
travel, or du allY other secular work on the (lay of re"t. Such 
men lEove themselves unworthy uf a place in the church; and 
wllile there, lll) more hurt than if' they were infidels out of' it. 
The church mu"t, forthwith, wash her hands of (his sin, or no­
thing effectual "all he (lone. Wby should she keep an indi­
vidual in hcr UUSOIU who hreaks tlte fourth, any more than ~he 
would one who breaks the second, sixth, seventh, or eighth 
command 1 tJLlch stumbling-blocks must he put away, or sin­
ners will continue tu fall over them into perdition. \Vho, if not 

the minister, ,.illall ilu this 1 
EVEltY J'l.[INJSTEU, as he values the approbation of his final 

Judge, wc,nld have skirts free from the blood uf sonls, and de­
sires the good of a dying wurill, must, yes, MUST awake from his 
criminal ,.,tUJlur on this subject. He must awake nuw-every 
one uf eaeh :\1\(1 every Christian denoU1ination; for all need the 
day; am] in thi,.;, can all Christians work together. Some dit:' 
fercnees of Opilli.on, wi tll regard to securing its better obsel'Yance 
may exist; but these should not divide the mnk~, nor alienate 
the feelings. It is;1, work, the magnitude of which calls for all 
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the power of all the churches, and that wlitedly; and this we 
must have, and we must have it soon, or Zion will weep in so­
litude, that her beauty and glory are departed. 

This work must be done to-day. It will Le hazarding too 
much, to defer it until to-morrow. Brethren, will you do it 1 
Oh, we entreat you, as if for the last time, and as one standing 
upon the grave-as one who has not felt and done half as much 
as the exigencies of the case demand, and who now feels it, and 
mourns over his neglect of duty in this thing; as one who dreads 
to think of the future, lest it should be found that we have 
slumbered on, and with the multitude, sinned against God, and 
lost our Sabbaths. Again we entreat you, awake. Destruc­
tion is near, it is even at our door. No longer be deceived, and 
no longer deceive others. 

EDITORS of religious periodicals must do their duty. Hitherto 
they have done little for this cause. They must give up their 
jarrings and contentions ahout trifles, and with pure hands, and 
warm hearts, take hold of this cause. They must put forthi

t 

l' their best, their mightiest effort. If anyone of them longer ne­
glects this duty, he is unfit to stand in so responsihle a place; 
,he is unworthy the confidence of the community as a spiritual 
.guide, and can do more hurt than a silent, slumbering preacher 

I of the gospel. Each of them should have a Sabbath depart­
ment, in which something should be said in favor of this institu­
tion, and against its violation, as often as he sends abroad his 
paper.

\ Before this work can be accomplished, so much, at least, it 
will be indispensable to do. It may be necessary, before all this 
can be done, to establish, for the purpose, a N A.TLONAL PMER, atI 

t New York, Philadelphia, or elsewhere, and appoint agents to go 
I from town to town, and from city to city, to instruct, arouse, and 
I	 .alarm the public, that they may see their condition, and make 

their escape from the impending storm by timely repentance. 
But if every minister and editor would now come forward, and 
faithfully do his duty in this work, such a paper and such agents 
would not be necessary. Ministers and editors, will you do this 
work, and save the expense and trouble of these extra efforts 1 

All CHRISTIANS, PATRIOTS, and PHILANTHROPL~Tsshould arise 
.33 
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and put forth their best efforts to stop this torrent of iniquity. 
If they will not, tbey do not deserve the names they have taken 
upon them. Ld them neglect to do this, amI their other efforts 
of beuevolence and humanity to bless the world may prove tthor­
tive. They cannot long continue, however much is done to 
sustain them, after the Sabbath has lost its hold on the public 
conscience. 

Let there be 110 disunion. Infidelity and all the powers of 
darkness arc arrayed, somewhat secretly, against this institu­
tion; for they well know, that if this can be destroyed, the Chris· 
tian religion ill powerless. All our efforts, then, are needed. 
The truth of (f0l1, poured upon the conscience of the offender, 
is the only thing that can make allY good ancllasting impression 
upon his mind; and eiI'ect the needell reformation. It cannot be 
done by opposing Sabbath-b1'eaking boats, and stages, and cars, 
by Sabbath-keeping-boats, and stages, and cars; for ,the devil, 
lw.ving alreally the field, well manned, and abundance of mate­
rials for mannin:,; a thousand more, cannot be defeated in thiE 
way. Nothing hut the truth of Almighty God, accompanied by 
the fervent prayers, and consistent lives of Christians, can drive 
him and them from their strong holds, which they haye occu.. 
pied and been fortifying, through the criminal cowardice ani\ 
neglect of Christians, these many years. Hence the indispen..' 
l,able necessity Jor the ell'orts of ministers; for who can wielll 
nee.H'ul truth like them? Hence also the necessity for thH 
united, immediate, persevering, and undaunted efforts of all 
Christians, patriots, anil philanthropists. 

HUMAN LAWS against this sin are important, and should be­
made and executed. But of what avail are all human 'laws oa 
this subject, 1l0W that the practice has continued so long tha t 
the divine law is not believed to be bil1lling? Were we an ig­
norant people, and governell by a despot, human laws might 
avail. But no intelligent people can be governed by physic~,l 
force alone. Moral ail well as physical power must be appliell. 

After all, an intellii~ent, a republican people, must be govern­
ed, if governed at all, mainly by the force of moml truth-the­
laws of Gool--thc love of God, or the fear of his eternal displea­
sure. If the Sabbath-breaker, if worldly, covetous, selfish men,. 

ADDRESS TO ITS FRIENDS. 

so long habituated to desecrate God's holy day, and claim it as 
their own, are ever to be reformed, they must be made to feel 
and believe the truth, that God has a claim upon them, that the 
Sabbath is his day; and if they continue to do their own plea­
sure in it, he will curse them for it in this life, it may be, and 
certainly in that which is to come. In order to this, we must 
have the ministry-the living preacher; and he must warn the 
transgressor, plainly, affectionately, constantly, or be charged 
with the loss of his soul. 

Every man should read how lVehemiah set about a similar re­
formation, and follow his example. Nor call him ltltm, until 
he exceeds the efforts made by that holy and patriotic man. 
The evil is immense. The half of it has not yet been t~ld. It 
is a wonder that all men do not, with loud and lasting wail, cry 
out for help against this giant foe. Surely help, much help, is 
needed, and must come quickly, or it may come too late. 

Let Christians preach, write, talk, act, and do their duty unit­
edly and without delay, and all will be well. 

MEN OF THE EAST, AWAKE! Awake to the rescue of this day. 
The tide of Sabbath-breaking is rising higher and higher in the 
Jar \Vest, and sweeping away every vestige of the Sabbath's in­
Huences. Already it has broken ilS way, in narrow channels, 
over the mighty barrier which Nature seemed to pll,lce between 
these two worlds. Like so many arteries in the human system, 
it is conYeying its corrupting influence to the seat of life; and, 
unless we soon have your help, it will rise to the loftiest summits 
of intervening mountains, and break forth upon you in such tor­
rents that nothing can resist it, and you and yours will be whelm­
ed in the general ruin. Awake, then-why slumber any longer, 
as it were, on a sleeping volcano? Is there nothing at slake? 
Nothing! E,-ery thing good and valuable is at stake-why then 
not hear the warning v~ice ere it be too late? \Vhy not come 
and help redeem the Sabba th ? 

THE RELIGION OF THE CROSS demands it,-the continued exist­
ence of Christianity demands it; humanity demands it. How 
many poor laborers are now SUffering, because the benefits which 
this institution was designed to give, are withheld from them? 
Do they not need our sympathy and our efforts? Shall that re­
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ligion which brings life and immortality to light, and make~ 

men happy here and hereafter, exert none of its trausforming 
and sanctifying power upon them, because, to them the Sabbath 
is converted into a day of toil 1 Shall that religion be annilli­
bted, or exchanged for the religion of pagans, because Chris­
tians will not stand by ancl sustain its main pillars, now ready to 
f.'\ll; and when the enemy are laboring to overthrow it 1 God 
forbid, that they should act so treacherously, so wickedly, so 
sluggishly, and neglect to act their part. 

Do not be afraid to come forward. God will aid all who will 
do their duty in this emergency. He never honors, or crowns 
with victory, the timid, the slothful, or the unfaithful. 'What 
though the enemy attack you 1 Go iurwanl in the armor of 
riij"h.I.<:OtLSILCSS and truth, and success' is certain. 

This wurk must not be put off upon weak hands, nor delayed. 
This has been tried too lung already. The bcst efforts and the 
wd-icst time, must be improved, if' we would secure the object. 
No man can delay, or be indifferent, and remain innocent. Oh! 
what apathy! \Vhcn will this sleep of death be broJeen 1 

AWAKE, then, all ye that love God or your fellow men, and 
preach, aUlI t.alk, and pray fiJI' this reform, every day of your 
lives. Let not any minister neglect distinctJy to bring this 
subject before the milllJ of every audience he may be allowed to 
ntltlress. 

What! ShaH MlNJSl'EHS of the Gospel see one of the most 
ilnportant commands of the decalogue so alarmingly and can. 
st.antly violatml, and not warn their hearers against committing 
so heinous:). !;in !-SC() them sJlorting with Omnipotence, and 
not warn them to beware! Surely, such men, are not\vorthy 
to be placel! as watchmen on the walls of Zion. They must be 
hirelings ill sheep's clothing. 'What if there be Sabbath·breaker:: 
ill their clmreh and congregation, who would be angry if their min­
ister should do his duty, and tell them the truth 1 What though 
such men arc rich and honorable, and great, and the main sup_· 
porters or the minister 1 So much the more, then, be faithful tc' 
t.helll that their souls perish not, and that their influence may be 
brought over to the right side. But, should neither of these eml!. 
lIe ohtaincd, alld should the minister in consequence of his faith-
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fhJness be deprived of his living; better, far better will it be to 
endure all this, than to be cheated out of heaven, and thrust 
down to hell. 

May God in mercy forgive the man who has been, or still is, 
afraid to speak against this sin; and fill his soul with the moral 
courage requisite to qualify him for usefulness at the present day. 
Ministers must be humble, self·denying, prayerful. Then shall 
they have strength to meet and conquer the enemy. 

Beware of the Illan who opposes this reform; or is finding 
Jault with measures adopted,-or complains that too much is re­
quired, or that its friends are too strict. Though their preten­
sions of friendship for the object are- ever so strong, beware of 
them. They are generally delinquents themselves, and the ene­
mies of all proper effort. 'It has been said, we must be united. 
So we should be,-all the friends of the institution should be; 
but such men are the enemies of that day. If they will not go 
with you, go without them. Go, and go quickly. " lI'lake haste 
slolely," has been the motto, and when rightly understood, it is 
a good one. But when it is made to' mean, go no faster than will 
please all men, especially all professors, it is the motto of Satan, 
and would teach men to do nothing in this calise. There are 
many to be reproved in the church as well as out of it, and yOll 
cannot please all if you touch the subject. 

PUBLIC C:ALAj\JITIES. 

\Vhy is this land bleeding and agonizing under the judgments 
of heaven 1 \Vh)' was the cholera sent 1 \Vhy so many large 
fires 1-80 many losses at sea 1-80 many failures among our 
business men 1 \Vhy such great changes, such distrust, and 
such a pressme in the money market, as though the whole na­
tion would soon be bankrupt 1 \Vhy are our cities filled with 
fear, distress,' and alarm; and so many thrown from the heights 
of affluence to the depths of poverty 1 \Vhy those great chang­
es in our civil and political prospects, approaching almost to an­
archy, and universal lawlessness? \Vhy this unconquerable 
anrsion to good order, and wholesome restraint 1 \~Thy this 
sudden effer\"escence in society, as though every man would 
soon be against his neighbor? 

I 
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TheS2 things are not without meaning. God has said, the 
curse wuseless shall not come. 'Ve, as a nation, have sinned, 
and it seems that God is about to give us up to self-destruction. 
lIere is the secret. This nation has long been a Sabbath-break­
ing and an oppressing nation. These are national sins; nnd 
since they have not lJeen repented of, they must be followed 
by national judgments. 

Hitherto we have called ourselves that happy people wh,)se 
GOt] is the Lord; Imt now God is "cursing us with a curse." 

I
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crash. So they have; for their sin in this thing derives its ag­
gravation, from the fact that they have not, at all times and eve­
rywhere, cried aloud and spared not. For this, God will punish 
the church and the ministry, with the contemner of his law. Oh! 
what will he the terrors of that day! Who can endure them? 
And who will then stand acquitted at the bar of his cOllscience­
at the coming judgment? 

New York, July, 1837, 

We feel the present pain, and dread the future. VI'ell may we, 
tor the storm has but just begun to fall, if we continue to dese­
crate God's holy day. It has long been gathering blackness, p-nd 
\VO be unto us jf we continue this high-handeu wickedness. 
Timely aml hearty repentance only can avert the doom. 

Sunday mail:;.am] boats, and stages, and railcars, must all 
stop, or this nation will l,e dashed in pieces. Who by his si­
lence woulu have all the miseries which are coming upon us, 
charged to his aceount ? 

Oh, that the hand of God might be seen, by the people, in 
1hese judgments-that every minister might proclaim the truth, 
that God has a controversy Wilh this nation, in consequence of 
this sin; and that, unless they soon repent, anu uo works meet 
fo'i'repentance, he will chastise unlil we aclmowlege his right to 
reign over us. 

Vie charge, then, evl'l'y mom who loves the Sabbath, to warn 
the Sabbath-breaker of his unparalleleu guilt, and the awlll! 
doom to which he is hastening. Tell him also, what judgments 
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he is bringing upon th is nation, anu how the innocent will suffer 
with the guilty. Tell him that his Sabbath-day earnings will 
prove a curse to him instead of a blessing; that our Sunday 
ma.ils will lead us inlo iuuxtricable difficulty, and be worse than 
none, for God has forbidden them; anu w'ilhout his blessing on 
nur ll111lerlakill~~s, a 11 our ellorts will he useless. 

Those who have clamorously demanded Sunday mails, cannot 
he s:lid to lie allY the better for them. They will prove a source 
of immense injury to the friends of the system. 

But ,it Illay he sa ;d, those who keup the Sabbath as well as 
Sabbath..hreakms, have gone down in thu almost universal 
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