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‘CI12)
having taken all their Baggage, they recoveied
their prifoners, and all the {poil that they had
loft : But this victory was very unfortunate to
the Peafants, for the Emperor fent Soldlers a-
mongft them, who beat, and wouhded, and
abufed them, and eat up the whole Countrey,
till they had furrendred the Horfes which they
had taken from the Barbarians '
When Fajtinian and Theodvra had quit thems
fclves of fobn de Cappadocia, they looked out
for another to put in his places but they refol-
ved to chufe none; bue the worft that thty could
find, that he might be a falthful minifter of the
cruelty and oppreffion which they defigned
againft their Subjedts. For this reafon they were
very curibus in examining the {piritand humobrs
of all people about the Court 5 but finding
nonc of thembad enough, they gave the place
(pro tempore) to one Theodotus, who though no
Saint, was not {o wicked as they defired 5 at
length, after long and diligent feaich, they
found out acertain Syrian,called Peter Barzames;
who had been a Banker by profeffion 3 this
Rafcal had got a great fum of Moncy together
by his cunning and juggling, cheating the rex
ceivers, and other perfons, with the greateft
dexterity in the World, nimming their Money
as they were telling it, {o neatly, it was hard to
perceive him 5 and when he wastaken; he had
the impudence to {wear them down, that it
ftuck to his hingers. ' R
This fcllow, as I havedifcsibed him, “having
lifted himfclf fufk in che Pretorian Bands, cdio

by
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by degrees to that perfection of wickedne(s )

that’ he was always the firft who offercd his
fervice to Theodora, when ever any of her jm-

ptous refolutions were to be put in exccution.

Upon this fcore they put him in the place of
Thicodotns, who fucceeded Fobs of Cappaducia
as uot being akle to make choice of another
man, {o proper to ‘affift in their barbaxous de-
figus. |

‘The firft thing he did, he cheated the Soldiey
of his pay, and he did it without thc leaft fhame
or fear in the World,  His next exploit was, to
expofc to fale the Offices and Commands, w)ith
the greateft infamy that ever Man did, felling
them much cheaper to any that was rcady for
an illaction s abandoning the goods and the
lives of the people of the Provinces, to them
who bought the Governments, and transferri ng
to them, all the power which the Emperor had
granted him of pilling and plundering with
Impumty, as foon as ever they had paid theiy
Moncy s o that, what ever they received of
the blood and lives of the Subjet, was imme-
diatcly “conveyed into the Coffers of the Ene
peror. -

There were likewife Diabolical Councils and
Conventions about the deftruction of Citics,
bp{d in the cheif Courts in Conftaminople | and
(it 1 miftake not) by publick allowance ;5 for
from that time, Officers were created with the
title of Colletiors, and diftributed into the Pro-
vinces, to raife Money under pretence of Jultice
butin reality to reimburfe themfelves of what

, they
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they had given for their places, which they levis
ed upon fuch as werc culpable with moft mer-
cilels cruelty. At length Peter himfclf, among
thofe whom he imployed in bis cxactions, hav-
ing, tricd many, found fome who chc.atcd him,
and laid up for themfelves 5 and this was not
his misfortunc alone, but cvery mans who had
borne the faid office before, and atter hims  the
Maltersof the Offices, and fuchas had been ade
vanced for their moncy or prefents s the Over-
{eers of the Emperors particular Demefns 5 and
in few words, all the Magiltrates, not only in
Conftantinople , but thcwhole Empire:  Forin
flort, from the time that Fuftinian (the greatcft
Tyrant thatcver was) had theadminiftration of
Affaivs, there was not one place , but he {olgl
himfelf, or his Minifters under hand 5 and thofe
who bought them, were obliged to {erve him
long, with much trouble and great lofs.
“fuftinian Iad made great provifion of Corn
in Conftantinople, and kept it till the greateft
part of it fhrunk 5 nevertheles, though it was
not fit to be ufed, he forced the Cities in the
Falt to take it off on his hands, cachof thema
certain proportion, and {old it to tham ata
much dearcr rate , then if it had been good :
So that the poor Citizens were conftrained o
throw it into the Sea, or the Common-{horcs ,
though it had coft them fodear.  And for that
which was good, though there was grcat quan-
titics of it in the Granarics in Conftantinople,
che Emperor caufed it to be fold to fiuch Towns
s wanted ity at double the price it bore in the
Provinces
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Provinces, from whence it was ¢xtorted and
fent thither.  But the next year there being a
{carcity of Corn, and the Ships having tranf-
ported les from the Provinces, then was requi-
fite for the fubfiltance of the people of that
Ciry, which was the greateft in the World.
Perer found himfelf in great perplexity , not
knowing of what Wood to make his Arrow,
nor what remedy to apply to their Diftrefs.
Having well confidered of a way, at length he
pitched upon this , to canfe all the Corn tobe
tranfported out of Thrace, Phryzic, and buthynia,
to Conft.antineple, and to compel the Inhabitants
of thof¢ Provinces to convey it themiclves ro
the Ports, where they were to fhip it with a
great dealof pains, and carry it by Scato Con-
Staatinople s having experimented in theix paf s-
age, all the dangers that could be incuryed, ina
fullenand outragious Sca.

When they were arrived thorow all thofc dif=
ficulties, and had perfeéted their voyage, they
had but a third part of their due paid them for
their pains, and the loffes they reccived were fo
great and confiderable, they had better have
given away their Corn, and twice as much
more ¢ Yet all this Provifion was too {mall for
the fultenance of fo populons a City, f{everal
pecfons went to complain to the Emperor, and
remonltrate the truc ftate of affairs.  The Sol-
dicrs who werc in great arrears, and had no
Money to furnifh themf{clves with Victuals, be-
gan to murmur and repine, and to hold fuch
Meetings and Affemblics in the Town, as fccm;

I2 3
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ed to prefage a Sedition which was- ready to
break out: Hereupon the Emperor conceiving
a difpleafure againft Peter for his male-admini-
ftration, refolved to take away his place, not
only becault of the prefent inconveniencies, but
becaule he was affured he was very rich, and
had heaped up- vaft fums by his violences and
opprelfions: But Theodora oppofed it, being a
‘great friend to Barzames, by rcafon (as 1 ima-
ginc) of his wicked inclinations, and the in-
{fupportable cruclty wherewith he trcated the
Subjets 5 for as fhe her {clf was naturally crucl
and inhumane, {he took particular carc, to have
fuch people to exccute her defigns, as were ab-
folutely conformable to her own pernicious dif=
pofition.  Some there are notwithftanding, who
afirm , That Petor forced 1heodora to be his
friend, by vertuc of certain charms, though fhe
was naturally his Enemy, The truthis, all his
life long he had applied himfclf much to In-
chantments, and Nccromancy , holding great
corrcfpondence with the Manicheans ; becaufe
they ftudicd them much, and were open favorers
of thofe Arts,as Barzames wasof them. Though
2 hevdra underttood all this, and more, {he loved
himnever the lefs 5 on the contrary fhe ingaged
in his intcrefts with more kindnefs and zcal,
having had her {If 1n her youth great converfa-
tion with Sorcerers and Magicians, and placed
much confidence in their Art, and many timcs
made very much ufe of it. Xt wasbelicved like=
wife, That it was not alogether her flattery and

cowplacency, which gave her fuch influence up-
on
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on Fuftinian, but her Magick and intelligence

W:i(h the Devil 5 for Futinian wasnot {ocun-
ning, nor of a nature {0 flexible to good, to de-
tend himfelf againit her fivatagems, and wiles
of this kind:  On the contrary, his mind being
entirely corrupted by cruelty, and avarice, he
was cvery moment expofed {o much to fubtiltics
and flattery, that in things of greateft import-
ance, he turned cafily with the wind, there
being no truft or rcliance wpon him for the beft
friend, or nearcft relation that he had : For in
thort, he was the moft light, unconftant, and.
uncertain man in all things, that cver was
kngwn. So that the Sorcerers who were very
bufic about him with their charms, and parti-
cularly Zheadora, found no great di theulty to
arriveat their ends. ‘

"I‘he hutors and inclinations of Peter, as
faid before , wroughe fo much upon T heodor.a
and gained him the favor of that Princefs, fo
cfectually , chat the Emperor having with
much ado, removed him from his Prcf’é&ﬂxip
ﬂzc prevailed with him not long atter to make
him high Treafiwer of the Empire, having taken
that place from Fobs, who had been put into it
but litele before,  This Fobu, was originally of
Palefiine, a man of that mildnes, juftice, and-
generolity , he knew not how to exercift the
litele frugalitics of a private family , and for in-
jury, he had never done it toany pex{on alive,
But the more gratetul he wasin the eyes of the
peaple, the more odious he became to” Fuglini 1
and Theodora, who no fooner had notice of che

- I3 vertue
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vertue and goodnefs of their Officers s but they.
turned their thoughts wholly upon ways of re-
moving them, not being able tocndure pexe
fons fo oppofite to eheir own natural temper.

Peter, as 1 faid before, fuccceding Foban, in

the management of the Treafury, was the caufe
of a thoufand miferics toparticular perfons, hav-
ing, imbezled the Fund,which of alongtime had
been raifing by an antient and landable cuttom,
for the xclicf of feveral poor families s {ending
part of it to thc Emperor, and kecping the reft
for himfelf, whereby he acquired valt riches,
whileft they died with hunger , who had no-
thing elfe to maintain them , but thofc annual
Contributions. Befides which, he coyned Moncy
of Gold, much lefs then the former, and made
it currant by Proclamation.

Theft in the Reign of Fafliuian were the per-
fons, who managed all the Offices, and publick
imployments. 1 fhall now fpeals of the methods
which he ufed to ruinc all. people of cftates ,
though to exhibite their mifery , these needs
(in ftrictnels ) no more then w}mt 1 havc {po-
ken of the Governors of Provinees, and Col-
Ie€tors, who had private and percmptory n-
firuction, to ruing all people whole cltates were
in Land. hE |

The Roman Emperors were formaly ac-

cuftomed to remit to the people, thearrcars of

Giich Moncy as was owing to the Exchzquer, that
Guch of them as were wnable to pay , might
not be in fear all their life long, s nor the Trea-
furcrs haye opportunity to raift Money, wl;e;;z
me

D
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many times it wasnot due.  But Fuftinian, in
Two and thirty ycars time, was not guilty of
oncof thofe remitfions s the poor peopl: were
forced from their Houfes and Countreys, with-
out any hopes of return, whilett fuch as were
honeft, were liable to calurniations, and threat-
ned perpetually to be complined of | as not
having, paid what was ducto the Emperor for
their Taxes upon their Lands s infomuch, that
the unfortunate Creatures were confhained to
pafe away their Lands to the Emperor, or their
Perlecitorss  not {o much ont ot apprehenfion
of new Taxes , as for the impoilibility which
they found to fipport long the unjult exaétions,
which for many years together they had been
forced to pay.

Morcover, though the greatelt part of Afie
had been ruined by the Arms of the Surezens,
and Penfians, andall Ewmrope haralfed and infefied
by the incurfions of the Huis, and Sclivonians 4
the War of the Goths produced facking and
buraing of Towns, and dcvaftations of Provin-
ces 5 though the Inhabitants were carried away
prifoncrs with all thae they had 5 and thofe few
who efcaped the hands of the Barbarians, were
glad to forfake their Countrey , and  banith
themf{tlves : Yet none of thefe confiderations
could work upon Fuftiniair, or prevail with iim
to remit onc tributce or impoit o any onc Town
in the whoele Empire, unlefs it was fuch as had
been taken by the Enemys and in that caft,
their excmption was but for a year, whercas, it
he fhould have excofed them for feven years

| topciher,
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together , as his Predeceflor Anaftatins had dones
it would have becn no great matter, confide-
ring the great mifery to which they werere-
duced. 1In fhort , Cabades invaded the Terris
torics of the Emperor, and returned cvery
way Vicorious , but his Son Coffees produc’d
greater Confternation, by Burning and Killing
all where ever he paffed with his Army.  And
yet thofe of the Ealt, who had been expo-
fed o often to the Incurfionsof the Hwuus |
the Perfians , and Sarazins, and ruined by
their Armics s and the Romans |, who bcing_ fee-
led in feveral partsof Ewrope , had many times
felt the Hoftility of the Burbarianss thofe I
fay , who had fuffcred o much for tl.l(?!r af—-
fection to the State,found more cruelty in }’r{ﬂz,
sian , then among all the Barbarians s his de.&s
and Impofitions, compleating that Ruine, which
the Enemy had but begun. T (hall now re~
cite what was the Contents of thofe Edicts.
Thofe whofc Eftates were in L.and > Were
by them obliged to fumifh a certain quantity
of Provifions for the Souldiers , at their own
Charges, every Man paying his parts nor did
they confider what was given according to the
Prizes of things, but according toa former Af
fefment made a long time before s and if at
any titne they were {o unfortunate, not to have
fo much Cattle os Forrage upon their Lands
as would fatisfie for their fharc, they were con-
firained to buy them at any ratc, and convey
them from the Provincial Magazines, which

were vary far off, to the place where the
Tropps

T
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Troops were in Garvifon, and then dcliver
them, in what quantity and at what ratcthe
Ohcers pleafed, and not according to what
was reafonableand juit.  This Impolt was cal-
led , the Impat of Vicinals, by which thofe who
had Lands , paid ten times greater Tribuce then
formerly,(o that veally it was taking from them,
fo much Blood out of their Veins, being obli-
ged to carry their Corn to Conftantinople | af-
ter they had fuffered fo much by quartering
the Army.  Thefe difordersand oppreflions the
State owcs to Barzames and Fobn de Cappads-
cia, whom their Succeffors imitated exaétly in
the Continuation of their Crime : And (o much
for the Tax called the Impott of Vicinals, The
Impofitions were likea Plague, which came fud~
denly upon thofe whofe Eftates were in Land,
and took from them , not only the hopes of 1i-
ving tolerably  well , but the meansof conti-
nuing their Life, as miferableas it was, For
though the Lands werc all ¢thrown up , and
deferted by the Ruinc or Flight of the Owners,
or their Tenants, who were cither Killed oy
Frighted out of their Conntry, or dlfe hid them-
fclves to avoid Perfecution |, Fuftinian without
any rcluckance exacted thefe Impofitions,which
were very frequent in his times 1 conclude in
few words, the Taxes call the Deferiptions
were impofed to repair the Loffes which the
Citics had brought upon f{uch as werc propric-
tors in the Country.  But it would be an infi-
nite Trouble, to undertake an Account of all
the Evi} Effeéts which enfued upon thefc Taxes,:

Or
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or the idle and trivial pretences, upon which
they were Impofed s for the Miferics of the Peo-
pleincreafed daily , and though the Inhabitants
m the Country werc moft of them dead of the
Plague, (which the Roman Empire wasno lef§
affli¢ted at that time, then the other partsof the
Wworld) and thoughthe Contagion was {o uni-
verfal , the Ficlds and the Farms lay uninha-
bited and untilled, Fuinian never made the
lealt Abatement in his Dutics, and Impofts
that he had Elftablifhed s on the contrary, he
conftrained with great {everity, tholc who were
alive,, to pay the proportions of fuch of their
Neighbors , as were Dead of the Infection.

In fhort 5 their finelt and richeft Apartments
they gave for Quarters to the Souldiers , trea-
ting them with all poflible liberality and civi-
lity , whillk they were glad to make (hift with
any by place or [tinking hole to lyc in themf{clves.
In this manner things paffed inthe Reign of
Frftinian and 1 beodors , who though they were
but Moytal as other Men are, acted more like
Furics then Mens for duxing all their time,there
was not one Momentssintermiflion of War, or
other Calamitics , buta general and deplorable
defolation,like a Flood , éverwhelimed the whole
Empire at one timc.

But becaufe by accident T have mentioned
the word Quarters, I will not forget to fay,
that there was at Conflantinople 70000 Barbari-
ans and Forreigners, which the Houfe Keepers
were obliged to Quarter, and to fuffer mny
other Incommoditics, befides what they rccci-i

Ve
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ved by Lodging them.  And now I fhall declare
how Faglimian bebaved himfelf with his Armies.
He fent Commiffarics call’d Logothetes among
them , with directions to pinch and abate as
much of their Pay as was potlible, giving thofc
Mifcreants a Twelfth partof what by their de-
velith Arts they conld retrench of their pay.
By the Eftablithment in the Romeor Army | alt
Soldicxs had not equal pay: Thofec who were
new 5 had lefs then the reft, thefe who had
any thing of Experience , had more, cfpecial-
ly if they had been Litted any time s but the
greatelt and moft confiderable Penfions , were
to the Veterans , who had f{exved too long to
be difmiffed withont allowance , fornot being
Jooked upon as under Ingagement, but as pri-
vate perfons belonging to the Ettablithment,they
were able to {fubitlt with more Eafe , and lcave
to their Families , out of their Wages and Pay,
what would kecep them, when they themfelves

- weredead @ The Eftablithment running thus ,

When any of the Vetcrans dyed , or were to be
difmiffed | thofe who were next under | were com~
monly preferved  according to the Antiquity of their
Services , and veceive Pay with the bighet.  But
thefe deteftable Commiffarics would not pex-
mit the Names of {uch as were flain tobe ex~
pung’d , nor the Rolls to be called over, but in
a very long time, by which it came to pals, that
the Troops were very thin, and thofc féw Soul-
dicrs which were left , remained in {pight of
their Merits, in ranks beneath whae was their

duc, and by confcquence their pay was{o mtlw{l}l
ofs



Ly

(124)

Yefs then it ought to have been, whilltin the
mean time the Commiffarics conveyed to Faftin
nizn all the Moncy that they purloind from the
Army , which {uffered befides chat, a chonfand
ather injuftices , in rccompence of the dangers
they had run, and the Wounds they had recei~
ved in their almoft daily Rencounters and En-
gagements,  For example, fome were defpifed
for being Greeky,as if Grexce never had produced
any onc perfon that was worthy of the Name
of a Souldicr : {ume werccafthierd, as being in
fervice without the Emperors Order 5 The Cex-
tificates of others were with great difliculey
allow’d , and others disbanded for having been
abfent {ome fmall time from their Quarters.
After all this, certain of the Pretorian Bands
were chofen fo take an cxadt yeview , quite
through the Romare Empive | of allthe Souldi-
¢rs which were capable of bearing Armes. Some
who had been a long time in the Service, were
cafhicred , as unfit for the War, and werce to be
feen - begging about the Scrects, as having no-
thing to[uftain them but the Charity of the peo-
ple, which to good Men, wasa fad object,
and well worthy of Compaffion. Others to
defend  themfelves againtt chofe E.xtremitics ,
gave great fums of Money to the Commiffa-
ries by way of Redcmption: So that the Ar-
my being grown feeble and weak , by a hun-
dred fuch practices, and dcftitute of neceffa-
ries , beganto conccive fuch a hatred againit the
fervice, that the affairs of the Empire went ve-
ry ill on all fides, and clpecially in Jealy; Foe

Alexander
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I Alexander who was fent thither in the Quality

of Commiffaric, brought a thoufand Mifchicfs
and Incommodities upon the Souldicxs , rcproa-
ching them impudently by the finalne(s of theix
Numbers, (which was not their faule , but the
Emperors Jand caufing large fums of Money to be
payd to the Ttalians,under pretence of vindicating
the J2mp. from the violences of T beodoric and his
Goths.,  Nay, thisbufinc(s was carryed on yet
farthcr, for the ravenous Commiffarics having
ruined the Common Souldicrs , reduced the
Officers to the greatelt poverty imaginable, in-
fomuch , as they had nothing left to fubfift up-
on , though their Services had been extraordi-
nary , and the Laurcls wherewith they had been
Crowned a long time, ought to have fheltred
them againft fo unrcafonable a Storm: And {cc-
ing ) am {pcaking of the Army, I fhall add,
That formerly the Roman Emperors , had a
Cuftom to maintain feveral {mall Armics upon
the Fronticrs of the Empire, to fecure them
againft Incusfions , and particulayly in the Ea-
frern Provinees, to xefilt the Invoads of the Per-
fians | and Sarazins, and thefe Troops were
called the Troopsof the Frontiers. In the firlt
place Fuftinian took {0 little carc ot thefe Ar-
mics, that he defared the payment of them
from four ycarsto four ycars, and fomctimes
to fives and when the Truce was concluded
betwixt the Romans and the Perfians, {uppo-
fing it would drain his Coftcrs unnceeflarily ,
to maintain thofc poor Troopsin timc of Peace,

he disbanded them all in one day, and Icavi‘ng
the
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¢he Fronticrs unfirmithed, he brought thofe
Froops to fuch indigence, that they had nothing,
to fubfift upon, but the benevolence of good
eoplc. ’
The Emperors Guard confifted formarly of
53500 men, whofe pay was greater than the
sclt of the Army, and futable to the dignity
of the place, as being intended for the choice
Souldicrs of Armenia, and a {cledt number to
be culld out of the whole Army, no other
heing, capable thercof : But from the time that
Zeno was Emperor , all forts of people were
entertained, and no body fo lewd or incxperi-
cnced but might be admitted for his money.
Tn the Reign of Fuftin, Faftinian reccived {e-
veral into the Guards upon the fame termcs,
‘paying him contiderably ‘for it, and finding his
number  compleat , he ¢éntertained near 2000
morc, and called them Supcrnumerarics , but
le cafhired them as foon as he came himfel
to the Throne, without any rcimburfinent.  But
the beft of his Exploits was, That pretending

a defigne to fend Armies into Perfie and  Affiik

and Traly,hc gaveordas for 3500 of the oldett
Souldiers to be picked out and prepared for that
Expedition as perfons of more then ordinary
experience, when to fpeak tith they were
utterly unfic for the Warr , and had not the
feaft thought or inclination thercunto s where
upon apprchending that journey cxceedingly,
they chofe rather to remit cheir arrcars to the
Emperor, than to undertake the Expedition,

and this was notthe fistk time that trick had
been

e
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béen pra&ifed. Thefe troops of the Guards
were often (or xather daily ) expofed to the
derifions and contempt of Peter who was Mafter
of the Offices, who though he was naturally
Gentle and loved not to do any man hurt, was
neverthelefs the laft man who by his cxagﬁo;xs
and immoderate defire of Wealth, put the Em-
peror upon thoft things, and made him (as I
faid beforc) confpire the deitrution of Amali-
Lizonte the Daughter of Theodorick King, of the
Goths.

0 ”lIlhcrc are bc_lo‘ugmg to the h?}l‘;pgx'ors hou-
hold, a fort of Souldiers of much higher qua-
lity vhan the reft, who buying their )placcs at
adcurer rate have better pay than any of their
Brethren.  Thefe are called his Domeftick
Guards, or his Protcétors 5 They never go to
t{we Warrs,, and are never reccived into the
Emperoxs Palace but according to their Ranks,
Part of thefe were conftantly in Garifon in
Conftantinople , others in Galatiz, and othcrs
m other of the Provinces. By the fame fiib-
tilty and artifice, Fuflenian conftrained them noe
to demand of him their Arrcars: Bue to bring all
that may be faid of this {ubjeét, to onc point
according to antient Cuttom the Emperor every
fve years had a General Mufter, fo that every
five ycars Commiffarics were {ent from Conftan-
timople to all the Provinees, Armysand Gani-
fons, and gave from the Emperor a picce of
Gold of five Stateras to every Soldier : This
had been practifed a long time, but for this
hit 32 years fince Fuftinian camc to the Go-
vern-
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vernment, he took fo little care to continue i€,
it is almoft forgot that ever there was fuch a
Cuftom. But let us now pafs to his practices
upon the poor Subject.

Thofc who arc received into Office in the
Emperors Houfhold, or admitted to any degree
of Magiltracy in Conftantinople, take their pla-
ces loweft and are afterwards advanced, as any
of thofe above themdye ' or rctire, and that
courfe they continue till they come at the highett,
For fuch perfons, by antient Inftitution there
was eftablifhed a Fund of above 100co Livers
of Gold every year, to the cnd that having a
comfortable and honorable {ubfiftance for thems
felves when they grow aged, they might be
able in fome mcafurc to give rclicfe to other
people: which indced was a very good thing,
to oblige the Officess, and incourage them to
accquit themfelves handfomly of their imploy-
ments in the adminittration of publick affairs,
But this unmerciful Prince having rctrenched
all their penfions, and taken from then all
means to {ubfift, ruincd not only them, but
many others befides s for as we cannot but be
the better for fome pcoples plenty, fo we mult
needs fuffer dammage when they are undone,
in whofc plenty we [hared.  In fhort, he that
will compute the xetrenchments which he
uron them and other people during the
thirty two years of his Reign, will find the
{umms to be vaft which he brought into his
Exchequer.  And this was the Courfe this
great Tyrant oblcrved to ruin and vex the

Souldicrs
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Soldicts, the Officers,the Officcrs of his houfho d
and the Magiftrates : T {hall now mention {n; ‘
deportment with the Merchants, Mariners, Me-
chanicks,and all that kept Shop in Comtuntinaple
and [n a word bis univerfal injuftice to all pcop!e.3
There are two Streights not far from Cpy-
ﬁa;;ri;gop!e, onc in the Helefpont betwixe Seftos
and Abydos, the other at the mouth of the
Enxine Sca not far from the famous Church of
our Lady. 1In the Streight upon the Helefpont
there was never any Cuftom-houfe, or Office
or Partifans, or Publicans, but a Perfon was
eftablithed by cthe Emperor at 4bydos who had
the charge of Surveying all Goods and Apmcs
that were tranfported, and to fee that nothing
of that nature thould be carried from Conftan-
tiople but by the Emperours permiffion , nox
any Veflel fuffered to pafs without a Ticket
from the Magittrates appointed to that purpofe -
For no fhip was allowed to go out, but by leave
from  the Commiffary or Secretary to the
Malter of the Offices, and what Pretor exalted
of the Malters of the Ships under the title of
Dutics, was {o inconfiderable, no body regarded
It. To the other Streight a Prefor was fent
likewife, whofe bufinefs was the fame, that is
to fay, to take care that no body tranfported
to the barbarous Natigns any” Merchandize or
Effects which were torbidden to be Fxportcd
out of the Empirc; but with this Caution .
That he fhould net cxa(%} any Dutics cithex
from the Merchant or mafter of the Ship. Bue
from the time Ffutinian had the manage-
ment:
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ment of Affairs, he cftablifhed b'oth in onc
‘place and the other Officers of his cuftomes
“and two Pretors to whom he gave a  certain
*Sallary by the year upon condition they would
apply their utmoft endeavor to draw as much

‘tnoncy from thofe dutics as was pofible.  Thefe
“Mercenary Officers who had no greater defire,
“than to demonlirate to the Empcror their Zcal
and affeétion to his fervice  ferewed and  xa-

“vifhed from the Mariners by violence, illegal
and unaccuftomed Gabels upon all forts of Com-

moditics,  And at this ratc were things ma-

naged in thofe Streightss But for ~thc part of
Conftantinopl> he gave the charge of that to one

of his Court a great favorite called Addens

born in Syriz, with Order to take Dutycs of

all veffels whatcver, whether outward or in-

ward bound. This dddens to fatisfy the infa-

tiable Avarice of his Matter, when the Ships

had been a certain time in the Harbor, obl{gcd
the Mallters to pay moncy for their cxemption,

or clic he would lade their Ships with Com-

.moditics to be tranfported into Africk ox Iraly;
Yofomuch that many people unable to endurc

thofc injurics and oppreilions, nor the great

Expenfes they were neceflitated to be at in

their Navigation, burned cheir Ships and fled,

choofing rather to loofc all at once, than tobe

hourly cxpofed to the Carcs and iferics of

their condition:  But others who were forced

to contintie their Trade for {ubfiftance, would

not let their Ships to the Merchants under three

times the rate as formerly, and then the Mer-

chant
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‘Ehant being enforced to (Il accordingly, to re-
imburfe him{elf of what Lt was out s by theft
unlucky projecs,. Figtinian found qut a way to
uin all the' Subjeéts which . he had: and this
was the face of affaits in thof® kind of thingss
But I think iy (eIf bound i this place to give
a defeription”of the Courfes, which Jrtiniaie
and Theodore made ule of ¢ yaife profit out
of the Moneys. ' The Officers of the Mint ufed
to makea certain coin of Gold of the value of
two hundred and ten Obolis , which they cal-
Ted Pholes, - Fuftiuian co make his advantage ,
caufed them to be melted down, and new ones
to be Coincd, weighing but 'i80. fo that he got
a fixth part out of every * picce to the great
prejudice of his Subje@s.  Morcover® ha-
ving {iteled impofts upon all  Merchandizé
(which could .ot be done without vaft dctii-

ment fo the Bayers) there was nothing cxempt
but Cloaths, which ‘were not lable to Cultoms;
bat Fuftinian and Theodira found out a way
to draw money cut of them as well as the
feft. L o L

* Foemerly the Workmen. 4nd Meichants of
Silk Stuffs, had their Factorys in Beryte , and
Tyre, two Towncs in Phawicia, where. they
ettled their Trade, dand from whenee after-
Wards it was. propogated quite through the
World : butin the Reign of Fuftinian thofe who
lived in Confantinople, and other Towns under
the Romati Domitiion, raifed the prices of theie
Silks, precending they were dearer in Perfia, be-
des the Pucyes which wercrequired and ex-"

K2 acted
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aked at the entrance into the Empire. It wa
known not ‘bni“&er that the Emperor was
accefary, for heput forth an Edict prohibi
ting any to {ell "under Eight pold picces 2
‘pouid of Silk, withconfifcation of Goods, and
Tofs of ,Eﬁateﬂtp}any’;t,h:it fhould ;‘l:xf'obcy : Tlx},s
appearing altogether unveafonable to the M-
c fai'gt', who ;ce'uld"qo‘t affoxd his Commoditics
which coft him much dearer at-the ufual rate,
he choft rather to give over and trade no morc;
. Whereupon feyeral of them gave away (fecrets
1y ) all the remalindex of their Warcs, to {uch
of their friends as delighted in fiach unncceffary
expences, and loved to appear gl(irlious in-the
World, or to fuch as bad any othes occafion
for them: but as' privately as they ¢arried it,2
rumor’ was {pread abroad, no body knew from
whence, which coming to the Eqrs ef Theado-
v, fhe fined the Merchants an hupdied pound
in Gold, and fcized upon their Silks into the
barpain. At prefent thicxe isnone bu the grand
Treafirer ‘who ‘can licence that Manufactory,
in which Perzames who had that "Office waj
permitted to. play a [tflxgy,ﬁlgngl_.jg‘ggligg tricks s
Id cffe@; he 'took ‘the Workipen to himfelf
conftrained ‘them to 'work only for him, and
would not fuffer then to deal with any body
Aty “befides he 101d publickly. in the Wares
houfes which he had fet up, an ounce of any
colotred Silk for fix picces of Gold , but if it
were in Grain,or the Colour Royal which they
cAlted 'Folorere3" he'fold it for four and twentys
fo that by’ theft tncon{ionable wayes he raifcg
‘ Vi

l
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valt Sumrthes of Morey for the' Empérdr’, be-
fides Hisown f{nips, which  ht kept very pri<
vate , and’ were fuppofed as confiderable as
the other , and thig trade li¢ drjves co this day,
with prohibition to’cvery body clfe: For this
canfe the Merchahts both in Comtantinople and’
other Citys refented highly their ufage, and’
the lofs which they fultained by the thiii of
theic Workmien: And for a$ mich as in yre,
and Beryte moft of the popular fubfited by
that fort of Manufaory , they were brought
to a neceffity’ of begging the charity of good’
people, or ftarving with hunger and mifery.
And thofe few who cfcaped, quitted cheir own
Countrey, and fled among the Parthians | for
(as I'faid beforc) none but the Treafurer-Ge-
neral of the Empire was permitted to meddle’
ifi that commodity, and he rcturning a {mall’
part ot his gains to the Emperor, kept the’
grcatelt to himfelf, raifing a prodigious eftare
out of the ruins of the people, and his happi-
nefs, out of the Calamitics of the State, but
cnough of 'this, T fhall now procced, and give
afi-account how he défpoild Conftantinople, and
the ‘other Towns of all their Ornaments. His .
fielt cdefigne was againit the Lawyers, whom
le refolved utterly to undo, leflehing, their
fees, anrd forbiding gratuitics, though after the
Cault was determined, which were commonly
very confiderable: Yn all Suits that were de--
peiding he caunfed decilion to be made by oath,
which rendred the Lawyers ufelefs and contem-
ptible, to theirgreae prejudice and difpleafure:

K3 Morcover,
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Morcoyer , from the time in which Tuftinian
made hold with the Scnators, and {eized upon
their Lftates, and other great Citizens in Con-
Stantinople , which were as Wealthy as they, the
Advocates and Lawycrs were becomne very in-
confiderable, as not having Work for any one
Hearing 3 {0 that they whofe number and clteem
was formerly very, great, were now grown but
few, and they not only defpifed by all the
World, but deftitute of all Neceflarics, having
nothing left them, but their old Inftitution to
diftingpith them from other people.  Nor was
Frtinians Maljce peculiar to the Lawyers 5 the
fame kind of Severity he ufed upon the Phyfi-
tians , and all other Profcffors of Learning, re-
trenching their  Fees, and taking away theit
Penfions , which had heen given by the Primi-
tive Empcrors , and payd conftantly.  As to
the Revenue of every Town , which had been
given by their Predeceffors , for Exhibition of
publick thows, or fupplying publick Neceffitics,
he made no Bones to ingrofs them to him{clf,
by which mcans the Phyfitians, and other Lear-
ned Profeflors, loft their fubfiftance.  No pub-
lick Buildings were Erected , no Lights in the
Night for the convenience of Paflengers 3 No
Fealting s nor rcjoycing among the Citizens 3
baiting of wild Bcafts, Comedics, and the pa-
{times of the Cyrens, were layd afidcalong time
by Fuftinian , whofe Wife had been bred and
advanced from thofe very Theaters which he
deftroyed ; at Jength when hehad put down
thefe fhews in all the other Cities)he fppprg}zﬁcd
them

v
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themin Conftantinaple and all to fave the Moncy”
which he was thereby neceffitated annually to

disbife, without the leaft repgard or confidera-
tion , that he would {tarve aninfinite number |
of poor people , whofe fubfittance depended
wholly upon thoft kind of things,  Sothatina
manner the whole world was invalw’d in, and

depreffed with extrcam fadnefs , as wdll pub-

lick Socictics, as particular perfons , every Man

paffing, his time without any Diverlion, and

groaning, under his Mistortune , as heavy and
immovcable.  To be hort, their Diltour{eand

Communication at home, in the Streets 5 in .
the Churches and cvery where , was nothing

but ot the Milcrices, the Calamitics of thatagc,

and the fad and deplorable condition of their

prefent Afirssand ehis was the manner in which

he Treated the Citics: butnow itis neceflary I

fay fomcthing ot what followed and fo ¢ompleat

this Hiftory.

It was a Cuftom to create cvery year two
Confuls , oncat Rame, the other at Cowibanti-
noples whoever was advanced to - that Dignity,
was obliged at his Entrance , to an Expence ot
two thoufand pound in Gold, a fmall part of it
was gencrally his ownMoncy, but the greatett
part was from the liberality of the Prince s and
this Moncy which the Confuls commonly im-
ploy’d in Prefents, that were to be given upon
their admitlion , or to the poor , or in Gitts to
the Comedians , was of great Relietto thofe
Citics , and helped well cowards the {ubfiftance
of the people.  But fince Fugtinian came to the

o K 4 Fmn-
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Empire, no certain time was kept for the Elece
tion of the faid Confuls , the fame perfons be-
ing continued {everal ycars , and no Affemblics
allowed for the Creation of new , fo that all
people were fallen into extream Mifery , the
Empcror not only rctained in his own hand
what was wont to be diftributed among his
Subjeéts , but robb’d and dilpoffefled them of
what they had of their own, in all places, and
by all ways imaginable ! I fuppofe I'have faid
enough of the Violences which he ufed in his
adminiftration of the publick Moncys , as alfo
when he féqueftred tEe Eftates of the whole
Senate,, and cvery particular Member thercin,
(with which he cramm®d his own Coffers, but
could not fatiatc his Mind) aslikewilc in the
defcriptions of the Arts and Calumnies which he
ufed to get the Eftatesof all rich Men into his
hands, his Tyranny , and the fad effeéts of it,
upon the Emperors Guards , and othexr Dome-
fticks 5 his cruclty to the Common Souldicrs of
his Army , and of his particular Guaxds; To
the Inhabitants of the Country s To the Propric-
tors of the Land 5 To the Profeflors of Sciences,
Merchants,, Mafters of Ships, Scamen , Car-
vycrs, Meflengers , Mechanicks , Comedians,
Lawycrs, Ofheers of Jufticeof all forts, and
in a word to all thofe who were Expos’d and
fenfible of the mifery above mentioned , and to
thofe whocould not be happy when the other
were miferable,  But now Imuft fpeak of his
Inhumanity to the Poor, and inferiour fort of
~people, whom he reduc’d 'to the greateft de-
gree
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ree of Tudigence imaginable , and-after that ¥
ﬁmll velate how hebehaved himfelf towards the
Pricfts. )

Juftinian (as Y faid before) had ingroffed:
and Timpropriated,all the old Duties upon Com-
modities , and layd- ncw upon cvery thing,
not cxempting fuch as were neccffary for fub-
fitance , by which he got athird part of what
cver was fold by his Subjects: But I will not
go about to make a particular Enurmcration of
all the Injurics that T have feen; it would a-
mount to an incredible bufinefss I fhall only
fay , helayd a grievous Tax upon the Bread,
wl ich the Artifans, the poor, and the fick,
bought cvery year, which by Computation
amotnted annually to 300 Livres of Gold,.
and thercby conftrained thofe poor Creatures
to fultain themfelves upon very ill bread , full of
duft, and fcarce poifible to be eaten s {o far had
the lixcels of his Impiety tranfported him.  In:
the mean time , thofe who had the Charge of
Provifions , taking that Example , to make-
their own Markets , heaped up vaft Riches as:
well as he, and by their wicked Inventions:
and Proje@s, farv’d thofe poor wretches ,
whofe Mifcry had more nced to have: had fome
way found out , to havemade things cheaper ,
then that they fhould befold to them by their
weight in Gold: For no Man was periniteed
to. bring any Corn from other parts, and all
warz obliged totake their Bread ‘of him.

The Pipcs which conveyed the Water into the
City being broke , the Emperor was {enlible it
wias



was not eafily to be fupplyed any where cIfe ,
for. the Baths were molt of them dry , and there
was not a day, but fome or other were ftifled in
the. Crowds, which thronged continually to
thof Fountains which were remaining 5 Never-
thelefs, he took no notice of it would be at
no cxpence to repair them, but lee them lie,
though they were of o univerfal importance ,
and in the mean time fguandred away prodigi-
ous Sums in finc , but ufclefs and vain Biild~
ings upon the Banks of the Sea, in the Sub-
burbs of Conftantinapls 5 asif the Palace which
had been the Refidence of (0 many great Prin-
ces his Predeceflors , and had plcaﬂ:ﬁ theni ve-
ty well, had not been good enough for the En-

tertainment of him and his Empre(s.  So that

thereby he clearly evine’d, it was not purcly Co-
vetuoufuefs, or defire to {pare, which made him
act in this manner 5 but he was refirained from
the repairving thofe Aquadu@s, by an unparra-
leld piecc of Cruclty , that would not fuffer him
to have the lealt Commiferation , for the Evils
which he brought upon his Miferable Subjects :
For never was there Man in the World that
with more Tmpudence and Effronterie fought
out unjuft 'waysof raifingof Moncy , that cx-
acted it with more Cruclty , nor fpent it more
profufely when he had done. Tnfomuch , that
the poor people in the Extremity they were in,
being brought to nothing but Bread , (and thae
of their worlt fort ) and Water for the Subfift-
ance (had been in fome Mcafure happy , if they
could have held there) but chey had pow loft

both
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hoth of them , at lealt they could not fo calily:
come at them , for the Dearnefsof che onc,and:
the Scarcenelsof the other |, the Bread by reafon
Gt the Emperors Impofitions, and.the Water
by, his Cruelty or Negligences Nor was this-
confined only to Conftantinople, but alafs, he per-.
{ccuted the Poor in all places , -and byall the-
Axts he could ufe, fome of which I fhall men-.
tion in fhort. z :
After that Theodorick King of the Goths had
made himfelt Matter of Iraly ; to leave {owge
markes behind him of the Ancient Dignity of
this Roman Commonwealch , he permiteed the .
Pretorian B.ands to continuc in theix former con-
dition , and ordered them the fame Allowance , :
which by long Cultom they had had cvery day.
Thefe Souldicrs were very numerous, and coms
prchended under that Name , Tba Aroops of Siw-
lence,the Domefticks and feveral others, Though-
this priviledge of Confervation could not make’
them rich, yet by that means they remained .
ftillas Souldicrs upon the Rollsy and had a com-
fortable fubfittance therchy , though what they
reccived, was {carce {uflicient alonc s and be-
fides this s I heodorick condefcended, that their
Children, and Grandchildren {hould inherite
their Eftates. .Ta the poor , who were retis
red about the Churches of St. Peter hc‘ordc-
red a yearly Dittribution of 3000 Veflels of
Com, to be paid out of the publick Stores, -
Thefe Gifts were continued both to the one -
and theother,, ,till. the arrival of Alexander For=
fienle in Iraly, who quickly abolifhicd thofc .
. - good

LR
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good Cuftoms, and having fént word thetleof lick, all that Foicula did , being pofitively

to Futinian the Emperor , heexpreffed hil ap-
probation ,. by'the many A&s of Grace which
he conterred upon the faid Alexander , who'
phid another unlucky prank with the Inhabi-
tants of Helene, in his Voyage'into Italy.  The'
people of the Country about Lhzrmmpyles | had
alwayes had' the keeping of that Pafs, and at
the time of Alexanders Expedition into thofe
parts , being apprehenfive leatt ¢he Barbarians
fhould make an Inroad into’ Pelopone(fiss,the Pea-
fants kept Guard by Turns, in the place of the
Mountains where they were motft likely to pafs. -
Alexander being arrived, pretended he did’ not
think it fafe to truft {o confiderablea Pafs, to
the Defence of the Countrey people , andas if’
his Defign had becn nothing but the prefervativ
on of Peloponeffus , he left there 10000 Men
which were paid not out of the Coffers of the
Emperor, butat the charge of the Neighbou-
ying Towns , in the Province of Hellade , by

which means he anncxed tothe Emperors R~

venue, what ever had been formerly given to

the faid Towns , for theBuilding or repairing

publick Structures,or the Expenfe of their thews

b

under pretenceof imploying it for the paymene

f thofe Souldicrs , which were of o great im-
portance for the prefervation of that Country

fo that from that time, ncither: ifi'the Province

of Hellade , nox in Aihens it {)f}: could any Buil-
dings be: erected orrepaired , any (hows' cxhi-
bited , or any other thing promoted for the bes
ncfit of thofc Towns , atthe Charge of the pub-

lick,

P

cophirmed.  We will now {peakof ¢the Calami-
tics which were fuffared by the poor Alexans
drigps, :

. Therc was in dlexandria one Epboftus, an
Advocate by profeffion , who being advanced
to the Suprcam Magiftracyin that Town, ap~
peafed all the Tumuilts and Factions that.arofe in
it: But he himfelf was more pernicious to the
Cirizens, then the greatelt Sedition that could
shave been, fox he reduced them to an extremity
of Diftrefs. :

In fhort, having appointed Officcs for all
Comjnodities, which he had forbidden other
Merchants to fell | referving them wholly for
himfclf, hefold all things at his own rates, and
put great prices upon them, which the Authos
rity of his Office would make good.  Hereupon
the people waiited the neccflarics of life, not
being able to fupply themfelves with fuch things
as were to be boyght at an eaficand indifferent
saje, before Epbsjtus was made Governor :  For
having ingroffed all the Corn that came out of
Egypt, not permitting any manto buy o much
as one bufhel , he¢ put what price tpon it he
pleafeds o that, in'afhort time, having acquis
ved a.vaflt wealth himfelf, hc endcavored like<
wife to content the infatisble avarice of the
Emperor: And the people of dlexandria cn=
dured ali this ill treatment without complaing,
for fear of provoking their Governor to ufe
them worfe: And the: Emperor taking {ingular

delight to fce Money flowing into his }ixcl)?qze,vx'
. om
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from thofe parts, took a particuldr kindnefs and
affeCtion to Ephutus, whileft he, t6 continue and
advance it, did as 1 fhall relate. oot
The Emperor Dioclefian had ordained a ycar

ly diftribution of Corn to the poor of Alex.un-
dria , which from that very time was conftantly
obftrvedy the poor having received it, in thofe
times, and Yeft it afccrwards to their pofterity
But Epbefins ftopyed this diftribtition, and caufed
two _thoufand Barrcls of Com (which was the
ufiral quantity ro be difpofed among, the people)
to be fecured in the Emperors Granaries , pres
tending, That the Alexandvines had enjoyed it
by Ufurpdtion, and contrary to all Juttice, and
the interelt of the State. The Emperor -ap-
proved whathe-had.done, ¢onfirmed it by Pros
clamation, and'had a higher eficem for kpheftus
then befére ,” -whilett thic poor people of that
City , whofc hopes of livelihood depended
much upon {0 ontiderable a rélief, was by thig
unparalleld cmelty reduced to the greatelt cx«
tremity 5 and they were the more {entible of - it,
becaufe it fell out at a time when there was greae
fcarcity in kgypt.  But Fuftimian committed o
many cruclties of this natute, it would tircany
man to number them: Wherefore T fhall only
fcledt aut of that vaft number, fome few which
X conceive 'will be (ufficient to convince pofterity
of his fraud, hypocrific, contempt of God, his
Priclts, and his Laws, how he perfecuted thofe
who were moft rcligions and devout 5 and. thae
he had ncither fhame nor modefty, nor care of
the State, his whole choughts being bent upow
contriving
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contriving plaufible pretencess for his Crimes,

when indced his end was nothing but to ruine
the whole World, and get their Eftates, .
At firft, he put in onc Pusl into the Bifhoprick
of Alexandria , ( at the time when  Rbodon-
a Phenician, was Governor) to whom he writ
to cxecute what cver Paxl recommended to
him, and to be fure to athft bim 5 for by his in-
duftry he hoped tooblige all the cheif perfons
in that City, and prevail with them to fland
for the Council of Chalcedon.  Thare was at
that time a native of Palegtine, called Avfenins,
the wickcdeft man .alive, who having made
him{clf neeeffary to the Emprefs, by the man-
agement of herintrigucs, had gota valt cftate,
and with it, great credit and authority.  This
mifcxeant was of the fame Rcligion with the
Samuritans, but he had always pretended to be
a Chyiftian , and bis Father and Brother dif-
{cmibling the fame Faith, being fupported by his
intereft, and acted by his devilifli perfvafions,
they brought a thoufand miferies upon the
Clyiftians of Scythopolis where they lived,
Whereupon the Citizens revoleed, and put them
to dcath, aftcr they had punifhed them fevercly,
which was the occafion aftevwards of much
mifcheif to Paleftine 5 for as to Arfenins (though

he was really the Author of thofe tyoubles) the

Emperor inflidted no other punithment upon
him, but to forbid him the Court, and that he
did only to fatisfic the Chriftians who were very,
importunate againft him, .

Arfenius
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Arfenivs being banifhed the Court, concciving
tic thould do a thing very acceptable to the
Emperor, went a while after with Panl to Alex-
airdria : For during the time of his abfence from
the Court, he ‘pretended to have infiructed
himpfelf in all the Niceties and Criticifins of the
‘Chriftian Faith 5 bnt inftead of f{uccecding in
his defign , he fell into Theodoraes difpleafurc,
who feemed .to aé in that affair by motivesal-
together oppofite to the Emperors.

When Panl was arrived at Alexandria, and
{etled there, he caufed the Deacon Pfoes to be
feifed, and delivered into the hands of Rboedor
(the Governor of the City) to be put to death,
obje&ing, That he was the only man who op-
pofed his defigrs, and obftructed the exccution
of the Emperors orders.  Rbodow had Letters
continually from the Emperor, preffing him to
do whatever Pan! thould delire s whercfore he
caufed Pfoes.tohe whipped , and Pfoes being an
infitm man, died under the corretion. The
niews of hig death being brought to the Court,
by the inftigation of Theodors (wlio with her
prayers and ‘perfwafions, never let him reft. )
zig{tﬁximz ‘exprefled great” indignation againft

arl, Rbodon, and Arfenins, asif he had forgot

the orders which he had given them.  He 'gave
the Government of Alexandria, to a Roman of
a ‘Patrician family, called Liberins , and made
choice of feveral Bifhops of approved integtity,
t6 o and examinc the bufinefs upon the place 3
in which number, one was Pelugins, Archdea-
conof the Romare Chuxch, whom the Pope Vi~
gilins
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gilius had fent as his Agent, to act as efleCtually,
as if he had been there himfelfi

Paul being convited of homicide, was turti-
¢d out of his Bitho prick, Rbodon having fled to
Conflamtinaple, and falling into ¢he hands of
Jultinian was put to death, and his cftate con-
fifcated, though in his own juftification he pro-
duced fix of the” Emperors own Letters, coms
manding his pofitive obediciice in what ever
Pard fhould order; and to give him liberty to
do what he pleafed in Matters of Religion.
Arfenins was put upon the Crofs by Liberins,
according to dire¢tions which he reccived from
Theadora, and his eftate confifcated 5 and all up-
on x;o other pretence , but his fricnd(hip for
dant, ,

I will not trouble my {eIf o far as to difpute,
Whether this was done juftly, or otherwife 3
but T ihall tell upon what grounds I inferted
this paflage. 4 ,

Not long aftet Pail came to Conftantinople,

-to endeavor by the offer of 300 Liversin Gold,

to prevail with the Emperor to be reftored to
his Bifhoprick , havin gccn (as he pretended)
unjuftly difpofleffed. Fuftinian took his Money,
treated him with as much honor and relpeét as
was poffible, and promifing to reftore him with
the fixfk oppostunity, though at the ame time
another was in poflelfions and the faid Futis
#ian had caufed two of the Bithops beft friends
to be put todeath, and confilcated their cftates.
The Emperor pretended to delire it niuch, and,
no body made theé leaft quettion; but Panl would’
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bhe reftored s but Pope Vigilins; who was at the
e tim¢ 'in Conflantinople, would not confent 5
not enduying that they fhould ack contrary to
the fentence which Pelagiis had given in his
wame: So that in all his affairs, Frftiniens cheif
defigns tas getting of Mongy, by what means
was poflible to gainit. T am-now writing of a
Hiftory to the fame purpoft, . which hath forie
Analogy with-the fornicr.

" There was in Palifiine a Man called Fanfli-
sitis, of Fewifli cxtraction , having been born
and bred by his Parents in that Religion 5 but
for {ecprity fakic; had taken upon him the name
of a Chyiftiair, * "This perfon being choftna Sc-
nator, caivic at length to be Governor ot Pule-
ftinz 5 but when the time of his Oftice was ex-
pired, he was accufed at Conffomtinople by the
Priclts, for pretending to be a Chrittian, when
hie was rcally a Jew, and for having committed
feveral crteltics azaindt the Chriftians , during
his Government.. Upon this information fuffs
i was trapfported into thic highelt patlion
“imaginable; holding himfclt affronted in his
perfon, in” that any onc durlt be fo audacious
in his Reigh, to contemn the namc of a Chyilti-
dn. . The caule being brought before the Se-
riate, upon ‘the inflance of the Emperor, Iur-
in}tm was, condenined to be banified the -
pirc. but haviog by degrees, and by a good
round fum:of Moncy, mollified the Emperor,
lic canfed éxceution of the Senates Dewer to
be fufpended, and reftored him to his imploy-
thient with as much Authority as before 5 after
) which,

5
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which, his exedit was {0 great with the Emperoi
he had the management of the Tmperial De-
melns in Phenicia and Paleftine , and difpofed of
them with full liberty.

1 (hall (ay no morc of this bulincfs, but thefu
two examples are fufiicient to difcover how
Jatinian delighted himfelf in perverting all the
orders cflablithed among the Chriftians 5 and
for the Laws which he abolithed for Money, I
thall fpeak of them invery few words. ’ ,

In Emefis there was a Perfon called Prifins,
cxceedingly dexterous ac counterteiting of Seals,
in which art he was the molt expert Man in the
World.  Many years before Mamiams ( who
hful been a Senator, and of nole(s cminence for
his great birth, then his prodigious riches ) had
given all bis cttate by Will o the Church of
bezfus, .

In procefs of time, under the Reign of Fufii
niit the Emperor, Priftns made a Catalopue of
the bett Famlics of that Town, which were in
greatctt reputacion for wealth, and trom whom
he might hope tor the moft - confiderable baotys
He obftrved accurately the pedigrees of thofe
who were the cheif, and having found the names
of fuch of their Anceftors as were contempoyary
with Mamisnns | he counterfeiced feveral Re-
ceipts and Recognifances undey their names
by which they confefled themiclves indebted to
Momianus in very greac fams 5 by which kind
of forgerics he made a thite among feveral of
themto pretend to 10000 Livers of Golds ¥
fhoxe, having imitated very ncatly the hand of

| P the
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¢he Notary, who drew up the Writings, figned
them in Mamians days, and was a Man of

known honeity, and vextue 3 he put his Papers
into the liands of thofe who managed the affairs
of the Church of Ensefis , upon condition he
fliould go fhips , and have fuch a fharc of the
Moncy as fhould be agreed off betwixe them-
felves : But thexe belng a Law in force, exprefly
contrary to their defipn, becanfe it reduced all
Proccfles to the Prefeription of thirty ycars,
unlefs in Cafes of Mortgage 5 and feveral others
where the Prefciptions were to cxtend  but to
forty yearss they concluded togo to Conftanti-
wople, and give a vound fum to the Empceror,
to favor them in their pernicious defign of ruin-
ing their Fellow Citizens. o .

Being arrived at his Court, they 511:! as thcy
had refolved, and the Emperor having got his
Moncy, put forth a Decree, by which he requi-
red, That affairs which rclated any way to the
Chuich, fhould not be reftrained to the ordinary
Prefeription, bue that any thing might be re-
covered , if claimed within a hundied ycarss
and this he commanded fhould be obferved quite
thorow the Koman Empire, but more particular-
Iy in the City of Emefis; and notlong aftcr
he fent Longinus thicher, a high fpirited, and
exceeding, ftrong man, whom he made Governox
of that City, on purpofc to fce that new Ordi-
nance put in execution. At firft, the Officers
of the. Church of Emefis | having profecuted
forhe of their Fellow Citizens upon their pre-

tended obligations, for afumof Two hundred

Livers

—
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Livers in Gold, they were condemnced (0 pay
it , the poor men not being able to rakce ot ot
the darknefs of Antiquity any objetion thac
aight defend them. This put the whole Town
of Emefis in firange confternation , cfpecially
the principal Citizens, who were more highly
inraged againdt their Accnfors, becaufe the dan-
ger was direted more particalarly againtt them,
But when all the Inhabitants of that Town were
geady to be involved in this common ruine, God
Almighty prevented it in his mercy.  Onc day
Langinus having ordered Priféns (the Author of
this detefiable invention) to bring him all his
Claims , that he might fee how they ware
grounded 5 obferving him unwilling , and to
make more difliculey then was necetlivy, he grew
angry, ‘and in his paffion, gave him a Box on
the Kar, as hard as he could flrike.  The wretch
fwounded with the ftroke (which came uncx-
petedly, and from the firongeft Man in the
Wworld) fcll backward upon the ground 5 and
apprehending Longinss had had fome light of
his forgery , he confelt the whole bufiefs
whereby all being difcovered, the Suits which
were commenced were ftopped, and all their
FProcefles ceafed. '

Futinian was not contgnted to fubvert the
Laws of the Empire cvery day, but he muftin-
terfere with the Fews, and abolith fuch of theirs,
as were the very Fundamentals of theiv Religi-
on. Inaword, if Eafter fcll out fooncy in their
Kalander, then the Chrittians ( which anight
very well happen , becanfe theiy ways of com-

L3 putation
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putation were feveral ) he would not fuffer
them to make their folemnitics on their own
uftal day, nor to exercife fuch offices of De-
votion, as their Religion required.  The Magi-
ftrate likewift hined feveral of them, upon an in-
formation , That they had caten the Pafchal
Lamb, as a thing contrary tothe Lawsof that
Statc. .

I know a thoufand Crimes of this nature,
which T could charge upon feuftinian, bue 1
pafs them over in filence, becaufe it is time to
‘finilh my Hittory which isalready too long, and
1 think has fufhciently difcovered the temper of
that ‘Uyrant 3 Neverthelefs, T fhall add ewo
words to fhow his Falthood and Hlypocrihic.

He turned Liberins (of whom T have fpoke
before ) out of his Government , and put an
Egyptian called Laxarion into his place 5 which
coming to the cars of Pelegins the Pope, who
was a great fricnd to Libevins, he went to Jujti-
stian to know, it what was reported of Laxa-
rion, was true.  Fuftinian denied there was any
fuch thing, and to convince his Holine(s, that
he had no intention to remove Liberins, he put
1to his Holinefs his hand a new Commiilion,
confirming the faid Liberins in his Governinent,
and requiring him not to quit it, without new
orders from him.  There was at that-time in
Coftantimople, an Uncle of Tobus called Eude-
»oit, & vich man, who had been Conful, and
had: then the charge of the Emperors Demefns.
This Endemon having heard what had paffed
betwixt the Fmperor; and the Pgpe, went to

C151) A

¢he Erperor to inform himfclf, whether his Ne-
phew was tarned out of his Government,or not.
The Emperor taking nonotice toludemon of the
Commiflion which he had ddlivered fov Liberins
to the Pope, gave Fudamon another, to put his;
Nephew Luxarion into the faid Goyernment ;.
and declaring, That he did fHll retain the fame-
pood will towards him, that he had always ex~
prefled. '

Fobi belicving, him{cl {afe under the Autho-
rity of his Commiflion, fint to require Liberius
toremove out of the Govarnors Palace, as hav-
ing 10 do there no kather @ Libesins refufed it
and to jutlific himf{elf, produced the Emperors
Patents, Tobu ficing he would not obey, caufed
his fricnds totake Arms, and fry to 1cmove
him by force 5 Liberizes defended himfdb with
his Guards, and the conlliét was fo bloody,
that {overal perfons were {lain, and Laxarion
among the velt,  Endenon tollowed the balinefs
very clofe afterwards, and upon his folicitation,
Libovins was {ent for to Coaitantiaople 5 whore
being heard before the Senate, he wasacquitted
of the murder , as done in his own defence,
Neverthdes ,  Fritinizin wonld not et him cf-
cape fo, but foreed him to pive hima good fum
of Moncy, belore hecould be quict. Py this
we may {ce an inflanceof thefriend(hip which
Fuftinizn bare to the tath, and of the great
care he tooks never tooftend again/t it. 1ihall
now make (and T fippofe noc impertinentdy )
a Jietle digreflion in this place, and infercic by
way ot addition tomy Book.

L g4 Eudemon



Endemon, whom I mentioned but now, died
not Jong aftcr, without cither Children or Will,
but his heirs general were numerons.  About
the fame time, the cheif Eunuchof the Court
called Eupbratas, died likewife without difpo-
fing of any thing of the great riches which he
po%eﬁed, becanfe he left a Sifters Son, who
wasin Law to be his heir :- But the Empcror got
both their cftates into his hands, giving only a
third paxt to theix heirs 3 and that was the way
he exprefled his tendernefs for the Laws, and
his moderation to the Children of thofe Perfons,
who had been his greae Favorites whilclt they
were living, He feiled likewife all the eftate
of Irenens , who had been dcad a long time
without any right , or fo much as rcafonable
pretence.  And there was another thing hapned
about this time, which T cannot omit.

There was at Afcalone, a perfon called Anato-
lins , without contradition the cheif Man in
the Scnate of that Town, whofc only Daughter,
Mammilianus ( who was of the fame quality
in Cefaria ) had marricd , and by her had the
inheritance of his cfiatc.  There was an antient
Law, by which it was provided, That when
cver a Senator died without Iffuc-male, the
fourth part of his eftate fhould go to theufe of
the Senate, and the reft to the heirsat Law. In
this cafc alfo, Fujtinian gave great teftimony of’
his good naturc; forhe decreed, That for the
future, when any Scnator died without Iffue-
male, the Cuftom fhould be inverted, the fourth
part only defcending to the heirs, and the three

‘ othey
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other parts togo totheufc of the Senate, orto
the Coffers of the Emperor, though inno timg
it had been known, That the cltatc of any Sé-
nator had been confifcated, or fequelired to
the ufe of the Publick , or for the Purfe of the
Emperor. .

After the publication of this Ordinance, Aua-
tolins died, and his Daughter was preparing to
divide her Inhcritance with the Emperor and
the Senates when fhe reccived a Letteyr trom
cach of them, importing a remiflion of whag
belonged tothem: Not long atter, Mammihian
died alfo, leaving only once Daughter, who be-
ing married toa perfon of quality, dicd with-
out iffug, duxing the life of her Mothey,  On a
fudden, Futinian feifed npon all |, pretending
(forfooth) That it was not fit the Daughtcr of
Anatolins, at that age, fhould befutfered to be
rich, by two waysat once, thatis, by her Pa-
trimony from her Father, and her cftate by her
Husband : But to keep her from want, he grant-
cd her an allowance of one Stetera ot Gold 1
day, to continue whileft fhe lived s and in the
Grant which he gave her, there were thefe fol-
lowing words. e have ordeved ber a Statere
of Gold, only in Charitys for we bave heen ac~
cftomed by our Aéfions to give conftaut marks of
onr vertwous inclinations,  But cnough of this
fubjed, T fear the length of my Book would
diffatistic, fhould I writc any farther, though
indced T think it'ahard mattey for the memory
of onc man to retain all 5 yee I cannot but
add, That he confidcred nothing at all when

Moncy
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Moncy was 'in the cafe s and this appeared by
his comportment with the Venetes; which facti-
on had always ftood for him, and he had cver
profefled himfelt as cordially for ic.

He made choice of M.dthes, Son in Law
to Leo, the Referendary, and a Cilician, as he
was, to fend into that Countrey to appeale
the Scditions which had fome times fince been
raifed in thofc parts.  Thisnew Governor bud-
ing the power in his own hands, ufed feveral
of the Cilicians vory ill, cauled them to tufler
a thoufland indignitics, and ot the Money which
he extorted unjultly from that Province s part
he tranfported into the Emperors Cofters, and
the reft he kept him(@Wlf to augment the great
riches which he had gotten before.  Some there
were who {wallowed theiy gricvances without
any complaint 5 but thofc of the faction of the
Venstes who were in Lafis | {teing themfclves
fapported by their reputation and interelt with
the Empre(s, complained publickly ot the pro-
ccedings of M dthanes, who was not then there
to defend himfelfe  The news of it coming to
his cars, hie got his Troops together, and march-
ing to Turfis in the night, by break of day he
caufed them to enter into the houfes, with or-
ders to {parc no body.  The Veietes fuppofing
the Town was furprifed by the Enemy, took
Arincs and ftood upon their guard:Several Char-
ges and Engagements hapoed in the Town s in
enc of which , Dami.onus the Senator, who was
cheif of the party of the Veneres in Larfis, was
flain with an Arrow,

This
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This news arriving at Conftantinople, the V- .
setes began to affemble in the fivcets, and té

murmur highly at their ufage 5 they complain-

ed to the Emperor, of the violences which
had been exercifed againft their Brethren; and
threarned to revenge themfelves upon Leo and
Malthanes, But Leo by a magnificent prefent,
prevented the execation of the Order which
Juttivian had paffed, and abated {6 much of the
ardor which he had alwiys fhown for that
faction , that the Proccfs was ftopped 5 and
when Malthaozes came to Cowrt a while after,
the Emperor received him very bonorably | and
treated - him as kindly as he could with: But
the Vener-s invaged, having fet upon him as he
was paffing from  the Emperors apartment
wounded him feverely, and had certainly kill-
ed him, had not fonic of theiv own party,
whom L2 had corrupted with his Moncy |
preferved him. .

Is there any man living, that thinks not that
Statcin an unhappy condition, where the Prince
fuffering himfelf to be bribed and corrupted
with Moucy, lcaves offences unpunifhed 5 and
where the Malecontents are {o audacious as to
atternpt a Magiftrate in the Palace, and before
the eyes of their Emperor ? In fhort, Malthines
and his affafins remained equally unpunifhed,
which may calily'ininnate the temper ot Fafti-
man: Yet for turther cvidtion, and to fhow
how much heapplicd himfelf to the good of the
Commonwealth, T {hall anly add his behavior

towaxds the Polts and the Spics.
The
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The Emperors which had  Reigned before
him, had Eftablithcd ways of Intelligence ,
for the fpeedier underftanding the Motjions and
Actempts of their Encmices upon the Frontiers,
and particularly they had fetled a Corrcfpon-
dency in every Cityand Village in thofe Pro-
vinces, that thereby they might be adverti-
fed of any Sedition or other accident that might
happens as alfo of thc Deportment of their
Governors and Lieutenant Generals 5 and for
the fafexr and more fpeedy Conveyance of fiich
{ums of:Money , as {liould be raifed in the Pro-
vinces more immediately undcr the Jurisdicti-
on of the Empirc, or in fuch as werc only
tributary : To thispurpofe in cvery days jour-
ney , they had fecded a Man who wasto Polt
Eight Stages a day, but in fome places their
Stages were not {o many , though five were the
fewelt.  In thefe feveral Stages, there were
about forty layd Horfes, and a juft proporti
on of Grooms: Thofe theretore who had any
important Affairs , made nfcof this way , and
by frequent change of Horfes , which wexc al-
ways in Breath, they would makeas much way
eafily in one day, as in tcn any other way,
This was not only convenient to fuch as had by
finefs of importance , but was likewife of great
advantage to tholc whofc Lands lay in the
middlc of the Provinces , and yielded them a
confiderable Revenuc , by giving them oppot-
tunity of putting off their Grain and other Com-
modities , to {uch as had the Charge of thoft
Horfes , and were to provide for the Paffen-
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-géras Theft Pd}i‘v“l_ﬁ&afft‘rs likewife conveying in-
to the Empciots ‘@eafivric, “the Moneys which
were returned ; d “theliberty to difalke what
wages was due to theih for their pains 5 o thae

all was very well ordered for the good of the
State , and this was the Mcthod which lad been
E@ablithed of old.  But Fuftinian having rui~
ned the Poft betwixt Caleedonia and Dacibile ,
all who had bufinefs that way , werce conftrai«
ned to pafs betwixt Conflantinople and Helewos
polis, it the little Boats, which werc ufed before
only to waft them over the Streight , whereby
they were perpetually obnoxious to the Tem-
pelts which are very frequent in that paflage,
forwhen a Man is preflfed by the Neceffity of
his Affairs, he (tands not to confider whether
it be fair or fowl, or what danger therc is of
the Weather.  The Road to Perfie, Futiniar
left as he found it eftablithed, but for all the
reft , cither into the Eaftor Egypt, in.cvery
days journey , he would not (uffer thofe ftables
of Horfes to be continued for the convenience
of Travellers , but the paffage was made up-
on Afles, and thofc very few: By which means
it came to pafs, that Advertifcments were ves
1y flow fromthe Provinces , and moft common-
ly too late for any Remedy to be applycd :
Thoft: whofe Eftates lay upon the Roads, were
exceedingly impoverithed , having no vent nor
utterance for their Commoditics 5 and fo much
for the Meffengers or Pofts: T fhall {peak now

of the Spyes, There wexe great numbers of
them
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them entertained by the Statc,» who under pre-
- tenee of Trading, or fomg other Invention
went every day among the Enemics; and fome
of them into the very Court of the King of
Perfia . where having diftovered the Intrigucs
of the Barbavians , they veturned with all - di-
ligence ,. to make Report to the Emperoxs, wha
therchy had time not only to forefee , but * to
prevent moft of their Defigns , as having Ad-
vertifement a long time before,  T'is now ma-
ny years fince, the Perfienrs have taken chis
Cultome from us, but Cofrees made better ufe
of it, then any of his Predeceiions, havinggi-
ven more thes ordinary Wayg o5 wo his Spyes ,
and great and magniticent Rewards , whenany
thing did happily fucceed , never employing
any that was born a Subject of Kume, Bue Fuhi-
#iair having cut oft this Entercous(t, was the

occafion of very great Loffes, and particularly of

the Country of the Laziens, whichwas Con-
quered by the Enemy - becaufe Futinseinconld
never get Intelligence of the place, againft which
the King of the Perfians deligned. Xt had been
likewifc a Cuftome of old, to keep a grcat num-
berof Camuncls, atthe Charges of the State,
whicli were to follow the Avmy upon its March
m time of War, to cary the Baggage, that che
Country people might not be difturbed in their
Bufincfs, and that nothing: might be wanting to
the Souldiers : But Fufiinien, Retrenched them
likewife for the greatelt part, {o that at prefeat
when one has any ac?alion more then oxdinary

and
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and defires to make more then ordinary Expe<
dition , he wantsevery thing that is neceffary;
as havingno convenience to carry his Bagpage :
And this was the great caxe he took of things
which were of the greatelt confequence for the
Confcrvatdion of the State 5 and to which, he
ought to have applied himfelt with particular
diligence. Though this that has beenfaid, has
been fuficient, I cannot contain from adding
another ftory of him, which in my judgment
is vary ridiculous. ‘

There was in Cefiree an Advocate called
Evargelus, who havinghad very good fortune,
was grown [0 rich, that he bought for Thrce
hundred Livers of Gold, a grcat Town called
Porpbyrian, which is {ticnate upon the Sea-fhore.
The news of his purchafe being brought -to
Fuftiniain | he took it from him, retumning buta
very inconfideyable part of what it coft , and
alledging only, That it was not adecent thing
to fee {0 great, and {o beautiful a Town in the
hands of fuch a Lawycer as kvangelus.  But,
cnough of this {fubje@t, what remains to be
fpoken of, is only of fome things which were:
imovated by Fuflinian and 1beodora. o

When the Senators went to falute the Em-
peror, they did it as follows.  Every one who
was of a Patrvician family, . kiffed the Emperors
right Cheek , when he came in, and when he
went ont the Emperor kiffed his Head @ All the
reft that were of inforior rank, retived after they
had clapped their right knce upon the ground 1,

ang
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and for the Emprels, the Men never made any
cotpliments fo her. * But thofe: Wwho cariie to
falutc Futinian and Theodurs, Whether Senators,
or of fnfetior degrte, proiftiated themfetves up-
‘on their face, firctehed out théirhands and’ ﬂHSr
feers Kiffed both Ris fect, one after andeicr,
and’ then retited, Theodora fuffeted: the fame
Tiohors to lie done to her, recciving at lict-own
Patace the Ambaffadbrs froth Perfie; and other
Forcign Nations, and (which was never practi-
ced before, at leaft fince Hiftory has prefented
us witlhi the. occurences of paffed ages) giving
¢licin'rick,_and magnificent prefents, tolet them
foo that flie was abfolute Miftrefs, and govern-
ed the whole Empive:  Formexrly, when the
Emperor was {poken of, he was called Cefar,
anid his Wife Autufta, andother Princes had
their Titles dccording to their qualiticss But
when any’ AddrefS was made to Theodors 6x
Fegtinian, if they were called 0131"En§‘pér’éir
and Empicfs, witliout the addition 0 ‘Soverdign
Pard, or ‘Soveraign Princefss’ the pcrfonwas
riot ohly 10bked upen as ill-bxéd, and'd Clo¥n,
bue e way fure tobe ill vecélved, and dirned
out.as onc_‘that was gity of foirie haious
offerices | Formierly' FoW perfons went 'to Court,

and thoft, few who did go, went very rarcly 3

bue {inte".tHe “Government of Jeftiuian and °

Thesdira! all the Magiftrates, and all other per-
fons,were cnntinh_‘a‘ll(y In"the Palace, and thit r¢d-
o of it was, bedaulc Heretofore the Magiftrates
ihight frecly adminifter Jultice, and execute

: theix

~ they got nothing

L :(‘ggi),
their, Sentences and Decteds among them@lvess
A¢ ;'5% to_Cuftorhy, ' ahd ‘chg ;ﬁ‘}?;‘:ﬁ:&

troublcd the Emperoy withl thelr ihpore
bein p_«rwﬁmfm th a&:ﬁ?ﬁ’?"&'ﬁ?“”
injutice "'would be done them.  Buc Falinidn
having ingroffcd all bufinels, that thercby he
might more cafily ruine his fubjeds , he
brought them to a condition that was litele
beiter then flavery. The Courts of Juflice
were alwaysempty , and fcarce a Man to be
feens whereas in the Palace, infinite multie
tudes were continually to be feen, preffing
and gwudmg to out-do one another in the
fervility of their obedience. Thofe who were
in moft favor with them, and {cemed to have
the greateft interelt in their aflc@ion, waited
whole days, and a great part of the night, but
t theie labor for their
palns, having no other compenfacion for all
their affiduity and attendance, then a vain
image of felicity antl fM foktunc, Others
who were not int in thofe cascs and for-
salities , had yet their troublesto think what
wai Becorme of all the Treafure and Riches
of the Empire, Some faid the Barberians had
vided it aiong them, others, that the Em.
or had hid is i feveeal ilms, which very
'Knew. Forthy pate, I will not fpeak my
Gniiaent, coly this B will iy , Thac when
Trlinion dies, (ﬁlhtmh but & Man, and

morta
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