




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CONSTITUTION OF THE YEAR VIII 

them by Napoleon nonaparte. It was submitted to the people and 
accepted by over three million votell aplnst about fifteen hundred. 

REI'EUENCEII. Fournier. Napoleon. 183-187; Dlcldn8on. RC1:o­,,,tio,, and RcacUon ,,. Modern Fratlce. 36-41; BoIB. Napoleo". I. 
20D-214; Sioalle. NOIlOlcotl, II. 84-86; Lautrey. Napoleon. I, Ch. 
XIIl; Laviue Ilnd Ramband. llldolrc Grtlf.Tale. IX, 11-12; Au­
lard, RcvoJlltlu" Fratlcoue, 704-711. 

CONSTITUTION OF TilE FRENCH R!:puauc. 

TITLE L OF THE EXERCISE r.F TilE RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP. 

I. The French Republic is one and indivisible.. 
Its European territory is divided into departments and 

communal districts. 
2. Every man born and residing in France fully twenty­

one years of age, who has caused his name to be inscribed 
upon the civic register of his communal district and has since 
lived for one year upon the soil of the Republi=, is a French 
citizen. 

3. A foreigner becomes a French citizen when, a-fter hav· 
ing reached the full age of twenty-one years and having de­
clared his intention to settle in France, he has resided there 
for ten consecutive years. 

4- The title to lirench citizenship is lost: 
By naturalization in a foreign country; 
By the acceptance of appointments or pensions tendered 

by a foreign Government: 
By affiliation with any foreign corporation which may 

imply distinctions of birth; 
By condemnation to afflictive or infamous punishments. 

v' 5. The exercise of the rights of French citizenship is sus­
pended by the state of bankruptcy or of direct inheritance. 
with gratuitous title. to the iuccession. in whole or in part, 
of a bankrupt; . 

" By the condition of domestic service for wages either for 
a person or a household: 

By the condition of judicial interdiction, of accusation, or 
of contempt of court. 

6. In order to exercise rights of citizenship in a com­
l1;unal eli strict. it i .. necessary to have acquired domicile there 
by one year of residence and not to have lost it by one year 
of absence. 
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7. The citizens of each communal district des.ignate by 
their votes those among them whom they believe the most fit 
to conduct public affairs. Thus the result is a list of the trust­
worthy, containing a number of names equal to one-tenth of 
the number of citizens havin~ the right to co-operate there. 
It is from this first communal list that the pub!ic functionar­
ies of the district must be taken. 

8. The citizens included in the communal lists of a de­
partment designate likewise a tenth of themselves. Thus there 
results a second list. known as the departm~ntal list. from 
which the public functionaries of the department must be 
taken. 

9. The citizeni compri~ in the departmental list desig­
nate in like manner a tenth of them"elves: thus there results 
a third list which comprises the citizens of that department 
eligible to the national public functions. 

10. The citiz("ns who have tlw right to !"'-nOl'rate in the 
formation of one of the lists m("ntion~d in the three preceding 
articles. are called upan every three years to pro\'ide for re­
placing those of the enrolled who havc died or are abs~nt for 
any other cause than thc excrcise of a puhlic f.lI1ctinn. 

1 I. They can, at the sallie time. rcn1f>ve from the lists th~ 
enrolled whom they judge unfit to remain thcre. and rephce 
them by othcr citizens in whom thcy hav:! greater confidence. 

12. No one is rcmoved from a list exccpt by the votes of 
the majority of the citizens who have the right to co-operatc 
in its formation. 

13, No one is remO\'ed from a list of cligibles by the ml're 
fact that hc is not kcpt upon ;0 nother list of higher or superior 
degrec. 

q. Inscription upon a list of cligihles is nccessary only 
with rcference to thosc of the public ()ffic~rs for which that 
celndition is exprc,;"i~' r('«ilired hy the constitution or th,' law. 
The li,ts of eligibles shall be forme(1 for the ti~st timc during 
thc cours,' of the Y car IX. 

Citizens who shall be selected for the first formation of the 
constitutec\ authorities, "hall form a neces,ary part of the first 
lists of eligibles. 
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TITLE II. OF THE CONSERVATIVE SENATE. 

15. The Conservative Senate is composed of eighty mem­
bers. irremovable and for life, of at least forty years of age. 

For the formation of the Senate, there shall at first be 
chosen sixty members: that number shall be increased to 
sixty-two in the course of the Year VIII, to sixty-four in the 
Year IX, and it shall thus be gradually increased to eighty, by 
the addition of two members ;n each of the first ten years. 

16. Appointment to the place of senator is made by the 
Senate which ehoo>es among three candidates presented, the 
first by the Corps-Legislatif, :he second by the Tribunate, the 
third by the First Consul. 

It chooses between only two candidates if one of them is 
proposed by two of the three presenting authorities: it is 
required to admit that one who may be proposed at the same 
time hy the three allthoriti::s. 

Ii. The First Consul, upon leaving his place. either by 
expiration of his office or by resignation, necess:-(rily and with 
perfect right becomes a senator. 

The other two Consuls, during the month following the 
expiration of their duties. can take seats in the Senate, but 
they are not n·quired to make use of this right. 

They do not ha~e it if they leave their consular duties by 
resignation. 

18. A senator is forever ineligible to any other public 
oflice. 

I<J. .\11 the lists made in the departments, in virtue of 
article 9. are despatched to the Senate: they constitute the 
national list. 

20. It chooses from this list the legislators the tribunes, 
the Consuls. the judges of cassation, and the commissioners 
of accounts. 

2[, It sustains or annuls all the acts which are referred to 
it as unconstitutional by the Tribunate or the Government: 
the lists of eligibl~s are included among these acts. 

22. Fixed re\'enues from the national domains are set 
apart for the expenses of the Senate. The annual stipend 
of each of its members i;; taken from these re\'enues, and 
1, equal to a twentieth of that of the First Consul. 

23. The sittings of the Senate are not public. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































