




























































































































































































































































362 THE HISTORY OF THE POPES, [VIGILII:8 

invited to the hillHH!lf froIl; 
h,' His propo;ql, Ilnd the answer. ('ollnriJ ,llle 111 <1iRPIJteti 

wilhonL the pope, Tile ill a cOlillcil 01 tJij:;liop", hiti 111 defence of 
H three 

--------_._---_. -------- --- --- -------"----- -----
Cyril." Vigliius, continues tlte emperor, not sent by tlte council. As to tlte nUlllber of the 
satisfied with titus condemnilirT the "three Latin bishops, they owned it to be small, if 
chapters," in the most solemn anatlte- cOlJlpared with that of the Greeks; but added 
matized, excommunicated, and deposed t\\'o that still it exceed"d the number of tlte 
of his OWn deacons, Rusticus and Sebastianns, bishops that had yet assisted at any general 
fur presnming- to defend them. Bnt his holi-! council. Vigilius answered, that the Greeks 
ness, adds Justinian, has lately chang-ed his I were all prejudiced against the ., three chap.. 
mind, and now he defends what he formerly I ters," and r('soh'ed to condemn them; that 
cOlldemned; the above-mentioned writings I therefore the nnmbers on both sides ought to. 
were once, in his opinion, repng-nant, but are I be eqnal; that the present controvprsy might 
now entirely agreeable. to the catholic faith. be as well determined by a small as by a great 
He closes his letter with exhorting the bishops number of bishops, by the three patriarchs, 
assembled to examine those writincrs, and and a fomth bishop of their party on the one 
dpclaring, in a long confession of faith, that side, and himself and three Latin bishops on 
he receives the definitions of the four preced- the other. Against that proposal the deputies 
ing councils, and with them the doctrine that remonstrated as above; namely, that thus the 
has been taught by the fatlrers, the holy doctors dispute would still remain undecided; that an 
of the church. l The doctrine of the fathers, assembly consisting of eight bishops only, 
and the councils, was now the only standard I would not deserve the name of an occllmenical 
of the Christian faith. council; nor would their decisions be received 

The emperor's letter being read, Theodorus as the decisions of an oecumenical council; 
was ordered to withdraw; and then werc read that, as to the supposed prejudice of the 
the letter of Eutychius to the pope, and his Greeks against the" three chapters," the fol­
answer, whereby he consented to the meeting lowers of Arius, Nestorius, and Eutyches, 
of the council, and promised to assist at it in might, under the like pretence, have declined 
person. As he nevertheless did not appear, assisting at the councils that condemned their 
the fathers agreed toacqu8int him, by a solemn doctrine, or refused to submit to their deci­
deputation, that the council was met; and, sions. To that tire pope made no reply; but 
putting him in mind of his promise, invite and promised, in the space of twenty days, to ril­
even press him to concur with the rest of his turn a final answer, and acquaint tire council 
brethren, in restoring the wished-for tran- with his real sentiments concerning the con­
quillity, both to the church and the state. troverted articles,' 
Pursuant to this agreement, the three patri- \Vith this anSwer the deputies acquainted 
archs of Constantinople, Alexandria, and An- the council, on the 8th of l\Iay, the day on 
tioch, with twenty metropolitans, were ap- which they met the third time; when it. was 
pointed to attend the pope in the palace of unanimously resolved by all who were pre­
Placidia, and invite him to the council; the sent, that since the pope could by no means 
most honorable and solemn deputation that be prevailed upon to assist at their assemb1.y, 
had ever before, or has ever since, heen sent and could therein have no other view hut to 
to a pope. The bishops flattered tlwmselves, prevent them from coming to any detcrmina­
that, by thus gratifying the pride of the pope, tion, the canse should be determined without 
they should more eff,)ctually induce him to him.(<:<) This resolution being approved by 
comply with their request, than by any arf[ll- the emperor, the fathers, in the following ses­
ments they could use or allpg-e. But Vig-i- sions, held on the 9th, the 17th, and the 19th 
lius being, or pretending to be, indisposed, of May, examined, with great attention, the 
told them, that he was not thcn in a condition writings ofTheodorus of MOJlsucstia, of Theo­
to assist at the conncil; hut shollid let them doret against Cyril, and the letter of Ibas to 
know, the next day, what he thollght of their Maris the Persian; and, with one voice, de­
assembly. Hereupon the oCl'uties, mturning clared them to contain the" impious" and 
to the conncil, made their report; and the as- "execrable" do('trine of Nestorills. In the 

was adjonrn8rj to the next day,> mean time Vif!ilills. finding he attempted in 
The following day, the 6th of May, the vain to put a stop to the proceedings of the 

council met again, when the same deputies conncil, by himself from it, resolved 
were sent anrw to the pope, for his answer; to interpose his authority, and, by openly un­
and the anS\"er he f;ave them was, that he did dertaking the defence of the" three chapters," 
not choose to assist at a council consisting of restrain the eastern bishops from condemning 
SC) many Greeks, and so small a numher of them, Having- therefore assembled all the 
Lalin hish,,],s. The deputies replied, that it. western hislllljls, who were tl"en at Constanti­
was h., whl) Ii"t I)fOP'lsl'd to the emp"ror the' nopl", sixteen besides himself, with the arch-
asscrnhlillf! of a c,,"neil; that he had htely 1 __ ' --- ---------.. .--

COllSClltl'd I.e) the of one, and even 1 SrnotL C(,lJ. l. 
in writing1 to '1t it in pf'rsQn; . ("')" If tlw JI.opl!.l'ayj.: cardinal C1Ji'<lTllI:-:,(a) !)(·ilJ!! In-

and It to cballenge that promise they ,,'ere 
.- ----- --- ... -_. _ ... - Iwa('(' lliid of 111;' ('h1lrdl \\'i!hUllt ilill!. 

f SYJI. ({uint. Col!. 1. ::l f::ynod. <iuint. iLid. (a) Lih. 2. d,' ·('ondl. ord. Carli. c. :2. 



VIGILIUS.] OR BISHOPS OF ROME. 363 
._- --- ---------. 

Tile con~ljlllJion sent by the pOPf~, to the elnr)l~r(lr, 81H1 hy the pmp~~rn~ to the round!. Head there, with ~cvcral 
oth!~r Jlwce~. lIi::ljullicatulII and COlIslltullon compared. 

--~~~---

d~,;con. alld two deacons of the ROfllan church, hay" l",re tau"ht and decreed, we declare it 
he isslled, in cOIl.iunction witilthclfI, a "con- null, by the authority of tl", apostolic see, i,l 
stiLUtron, statute, decn'e, ddinltron, or definl- which, by the grace of God, we 1I0W preside. l 
tiV"e sentp.nee," i()[ so he styles it, deelaring 'l'his was not a private instrtwtion, but, as 
his anrl their opinion concerning- the present I have obscrvell above, a constitution, a de­
controversy. For this -, constitution," which, cree, a definitive sentence or judgmPllt, deli­
in the annals of Llaronius, takes tip no fewer vered by tile pope, speaking" ex cathedra," 
than twenty-eight pages in folio, we are iodebt- as a public Jirr,etion, in matters of faith, to 
ed to that writer, who copied it from a very <111- t.he whole Christian world, "universo orbi 
cient lIIanuscript, lodged in the Vatican. It is catholico;" and as such it was signed by the 
dated the 11th of May, 553, and addressed by pope himself, and by nearly as lIlany other bi­
Virrilius, bishop, "to his most glorious and shops as were present at sOlIle sessions of the 
mo~tclement son, Justinian. The pope beg-ins council of Trent.(") The constitution, thus 
it with confuting and condemning, as heretical, signed, was sent by the pope to the emperor, 
blasphemolls, and repugnant to the doctrine and by the emperor, as soon as he had pe­
of the councils and the fathers, sixt.y propo- fUsed it., to the council. But Justinian, to 
sitions, taken out of the works of Theodorus oppose Vigilius to Vigilius himself, and pre­
of Mopsuestia, and condemned by the present vent the fathers of the assembly from paying, 
council, in their fourth session. But as to as some perhaps might, any kind of regard to 
the person of Theodorus, Vigilills declares it his judgment, however express and definitive, 
unlawful to condemn any man after his death, took care to send, at the same time, a copy 
who, not having been condemned in his life- of his judicatum, wherein he approved the 
time, had died in the commnnion of the condemnation of the" three chapters," and 
church. "As it is not lawful," says the pope, condemned them himself in the strongest 
"to judge persons who are dead, and are terms; and with it copies of three other 
foulltl not to have bepn condemned while they pieces, to be all publicly read in the council. 
lived, we dare not condemn Theodorus of These were copies, or ratber tran~lations into 
Mopsuestia, nor will we allow him to be con- Greek, of the sentence of excommunication 
«em ned by others." 'Vith respect to the and deposition, which Vigil ius had formerly 
second chapter, concerning the writings of pronounced against his two deacons Rusticus 
Theodoret against Cyril, Vig-ilius declares, and Sebastian us, for" presuming to find fault 
that, seeing those writings had not becn con- with the jndicatum, and to defend the' three 
demnerl either by Cyril himself, or by the chapters,' condemned by the authority of the 
council of Chalcedon, to condemn them now apostolic sep;" and of the two letters which 
would be" contrary and evidently repugnant he wrote on that occasion to Valentinianus 
to the jlldg-ment of that holy council;" and of Tomi, and Aurelianus of Aries, to justify 
therefore forbids any doctrines or opinions, his conduct, and conyince those prelates, that, 
whateycr to be censnred or anatheniatizerl i by condemning the" three chapters," he had 
under the name of Theodoret. Concerning' done nothing but what was entirely consist­
the third chaptrer, the letter of Ibas, the pope ent with the doctrine, and noways derogatory 
expresses himself thlls: "As th!' fathers of to tire authority of the holy council of Chal­
Chalcedon pronounced the letter of Ibas to be I cedon.2 Tlrese papers were all read in the 
orthodox, and thenee concluded his faith to seventh session, held on the 26th of May; 
be rig-ht, and truly catholic, we, following in ,and, at the same time, were compared the 
all things the judgment of those holy fatbers, passages in the pope's judicatllm, cond!'mn­
do prOIl<lUnCe, declare, and define, by this our ing the" three chapters," with others in his 
present eonstitlltion, the said letter of the constitution, defending them, namely: ""\\'e 
venerable 1bas, bishop of Edessa, to be truly anathematize Theodorns, who was bishop of 
orthodox; and therefore will by no means Mopsllestia, with all his writings, and all 
condemn it ourselves, or slllTer it to be con- who defend them; we dare not condemn 
demned by others." This constitution the Theodorlls of Mopsllestia, nor will we allow 
pope closes with the following remarkable him to be condemned by others: we anathe­
words: "These things heing thus settled by matize the writings oj" Theodore! against 
us, with all care, dilig-ence, and circllmspec- , ___ ~ 
tiOIl, we ordain' and decree, statllimlls et lle- , BaL ad anrL 553.1'. 427-455. 
cernimus, that henceforth it shall be lawful (-1')" JlJvante (leo, et per ip~ins .Haliam, Vi~ilill~ 

epi~coplIs saIlrta~ ecclef'i<'l' catholicre lITbif' Romre huic 
for no person in holy orders, ho\vever digni~ COIlf.:tilHlo Tl()~lro suhscripf'i. Joannes (:pisCopllS el'­
fied or dif:itinguished, to ,vritp, speak. or clc::;iw Hl<HSllrUIlJ i1uic cOllstitllto conscntiens SUhSCTip~ 

tpaeh anythin~ touching these" thret: Chflp- ::;tll~~~i:',:::Jl~~:~I~'il:,i~~(~:I~~~;'i(;:;t!~e ~;~·:::~c~~~~H~1(;Ii;~llc7~le 
t2r5," contrary to what we have, by (lIH ()llwr hi~·;!]()p~. and 'h(~ three fiomaH dpacons. Among 

prCSf'nt ('onstitlltion, tallght and d(>Cff'pd; :l\II(;l:I'~":!JI'{.'t!/;I;~\li;~d"::~~t-:~~~~(\IUt~1 (;~~ ~,\\~ao:J:;;ll~:l/I:~ar(~~'I~:li~ 
nor shall it be lawfnl for any nnp, af't('f tllis ~i~!It.d Z:tcl!<I'lI~ flf ::-;c~'llati\lm or ::;qllilla("i. III tiw fnl­

OUr pn-'spnt df'finitioTl, to move any qllf'~li()11 I In\\'il!g.\\·(HcI~: .. Za~~l({~IJf; ~]liRl"()PI!~. r()~~alu!' a fralrt-: 
;)j,Ollt them. But if <-Iny tliinO" n-;.latin{f !n 1lll'Ill I \';tll'lIt!J,llJ !'PI~('Op'.1 :'lI.va: Candldy~, lp~n pra':-lPlIle, l'1 

I . I d .' ~I II I -, r I COlt.o.:f·lItl t ','lt!·. t;t ullIIi dJ(;tante, 11(11('" COJISlltuto pro ip~o 
){l .sal(, onf'~ or \\'Tlttefl. or S 1a len',l tC'r )/', !'1I11~(~rip:",J.·· 

said, done, or written, contrary to wll3.t we: '~Synod. qnint. Cull. i. 
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Oilln \\'-Jit-~\-C~,,~~~:~:i;~;- 1 hat Yi:!llillt' hart 8(lh~III1IJy -1-1;~;;i~-;';;-~(~(llldcHIlI II\!: .. llirl'I' (1Ia)lkr:-..;· Tj~(,-~~)~" 
prncI'('d.-: In '.1 tinal d";C'nlllnalJOII 11/ l1H~ dl~P!lIf' ... 'J'twir jUil:':IIH'lIt cOlln'flllll;'; 1!11~" 11Ir('(~ Lh:ljllt'r~" III gCllcral. 
Hlld j"(HIC"rJllll;!'eai"lt nfillt: "litH'I: cll:ljlkrs" III parllfuhr. • 

those of St. Cyril; we foriJld any doetrines fimn of a ~OICI"ll oalh, whid YigilillR t~~k.· 
or OpilliollS wlIatcl'H to lw eensured or ana- ill tile preseneIC of Theooorus of C"'oare", and' 
thelliatized U lldcr tlIe nallle of Theodoret: we tlIe patrieian CetlIc,,·IlS, uind ing hilnself by 
anathelnatize tI", .ill'lJious letter whicii Ibas! tiiat oatil to anathelliatize tI", .. Ih Ice. chap_. 
IS said to have wflttell to Mans, the PerSian, _ ters" 11Imsdf, ,1Ild to clIgag'!, so far a~ lIJ hiro 
as inconsistent witn the true Cnristian faith, i lay, the other bishops to anathematize thero 
and with it all who defend it, or maintain it as repllgnant to the faith of the catholi~.,­
to be agreeable to the doctrine of tile catholic, church, and the council of Chalcedon. This' 
church; we pronounce, declare, and define,' oath, dated the 15th of August, 550, is­
by this ollr present constitution, the letter of mentioned by Theophanes,1 by Facundus,2 
the venerable Ibas, bishop of Edessa, to be and the emperor, in a letter, which he wrote 
truly orthodox; and therefore will by no, on the 14th of July, 553, to the three patri­
means condemn it ourselves, nor suffer it to ar~hs, and the other bishops, charging his 
be condemned by others." holiness with a breach of the most solemn 

Baluzius, in his ]\'"ew Collection of Coun- oath a Christian could take.(*) 
cils, has published, from an ancient manu- On the 2d of .June the council met again,' 
script, some other pieces, which he supposes when, after a sunllllary repetition of every .. 
to have been likewise read in tbe present ~es- thing that had passed from their first meeting,. 
sian. These are two letters from Vigilius on the 5th of May, till that tillie, the fathers 
to Justinian, and to tbe empress Theodora, unanimously agreed to proceed, without farther 
wherein the pope declared that he neither. delay, to a final determination, or, as they 
was, nor ever had been, a heretic, or a favorer 'I styled it, a definitive sentence, that all men 
of hereties; and that he therefore condemned might know what was trllly agreeable, and 
and anathematized the impious letter of IIJas, what repugnant, in the present dISpute, to tne 
the writings of Theodoret against Cyril, and faith of the catholic church, and the council 
the person as well as the writings of Theo- of Chalcedon. Having therefore premised a 
dams of Mopsuestia. In the mannseript copy confession of faith, declaring, that they re­
of his letter to the empress were these words: ceived the four preceding coullcils, and con­
"And I believe there is in Christ but one denlfled both. the errors and persons, whom. 
will, or one operation."(") These letters those holy councils had condellllled, they first 
were written in 547, the year Vigilills arrived delivered Iheirjudgment concerning the " three 
at Constantinople.' With them Baluzius: ebapt<:rs" in general, and in the following 
had published, from the same manuscript, the terms: "\Ve anathematize the' three chap-

ters,' the defenders of the said 'three chap­

Tar'~O~~;~~ :1~:~~ol~!~~r~I'~·(~te~./~~::l~I~(\~~ ~il~~h,,~~rnrl~~ leTS,' and all ,,,ho have hitherto written, who 
"And J believe," &c., to have been added hy the Mo- now ,,,rite, or shall \vrite hereaftpr, in defence 
nOlhelite~, maintaining that there was in (:hrist but of them, or presume to say (as Vigilius did in 
one will, or one operation. Hereupon the Greek and his constitution), that the impiolls doctrine, 
Latin eopies of the fifth council heillg called (OT, and 
carefully exarninf'd, the abovc-ltJclllioned letters \"'ere they contain was approved and authorized by 
not found in the Latin; hilt it appear('d that they had the holy fathers, and the council of Cha]ce-
been added by the patriarch PallL with the words, don." After this frf~Ilerdl sentence, the coun-
'" And I believe," &e., to til(' (~n'{'k ropy, \'vhic.h \'!,.'ttl' !:"-

lodged in the arrhives of tile Patriarchal ('hufch of cil proceeds to condmnn each of the'" three 
Constantinoplp. Barnnill." willlla\"c [loth thos~ ldter~ cha.pters" severally, and in particular. thus: 
to have been for~('d. Bllt tllat 11](:y W('fe Hot, is d I" d l . 
manifest from Theophanes,(a) from FaclIT,<II1,.(h) and" If anyone e,en s t,I8 Impions Theodorus 
from the words of Justinian. in his leller to Ihe li",·" of Mopsuestia, and does not anathematize both 
patriarchs, and the o,her bishops of Ihe cOlllleil. (c) him, and his impions writings, let him be ac­
Besides, the pope's le~ates, at the SiXTh counciL al~ 

lowerl the letters themselves to be genlllllf'; .lnd OIi1y l':Llrsed. If anyone defends the writings of 
maint'l.lned the words favoring the rloctnllc of tilt· The.odoret ag-ainst Cyril and does not anathe­
Monothelites, not to he his, but to have Iwell after-I . tl 'd'" 'I l' b d' 
wards added to his letter. Anrl truly I lInl indincd 10 rnatlze le sal \\r1l1ng~, ~t Hln . e accurse • 
think that they were not his; but were adod hy Paull If anyone defends the ImpIous epIstle of Ibas 
O! .Constantl11o~le, 1.0 snpport, by t~le alllhf?rity of \'1- to :\laris the Persian, ,\'hich denies God to 
~!lll1ls,thedoctrmeoftheMonothelJtes,whl('h he hilll- h I b f I V' . 1\1 I' • 
"elf profe .. ed, and 7-."IOllsly defenden. For 10 aller ave leen om 0 tIe Ifgln 11' Hry, W IIC.l 
falf.:ify, alul interpolate file writings of Ilw anciell!!'; taxps Cyril with heresy, which condemns the 
and '.lIakr them say what l~~!~ nrv('r dr~~alllt,. is a hn]v eouncil of Ellhesl1s defends rrhpodo s 
pracllt:(! that !If'~;~n to pn~valJ, III tlw earlH~Bt ttrllf'~, .J. .• T .' . .' -, _,TU, 
among the ca..111011(,5, n~ \\'('" as ;.Hnon~ tho!'e whom and IllS dIsciple Nest.onus 1 \vlLh theIr I!llJllOUS 
they sly.led tWfi~lICB. natHe, in IllS exct~II('nt trP;l1i~e \vritin<rs; if anyone does nut till;tt.hcnJi.ltize 
on the rl!.'ll! ll:'W of 1111' f,rtllrrs, slIppnses the ahnv{~- r 
mentioned J('!1t'rs of Vi!!ilillS to Justinian and Then- I TIH'(lph. ad alln. JII(':tfll. ~(~(,Ilild A!IoAalldrllL :<J9. 
dora to lla\'e 11f~I'll fnr!.';~d; tH'Ca!1~(' they wert> n()1 ori- ') FaC1Jlld. 1. ('()IIIr. Mllcj:!!I. 
ginullv in~t~r1I'd in 111(':!('\~(Iftl1(: fifth COHIlCiJ.(d) Btll ("') '·Hcli!.'in:-;i~~iJllllC: papa HIIIII(!,," ~ars 
frolll 'Ihl'ir lint iJ:t\'illl! orig-illally had a plnre Ihere, JII:.:tini;tll. ill Ihal kl"'r, "('\1111 "-X:\lllill:t-::-.,'!, the 
we Clill Illlly cIJ!\t'ludl: Ilwt thev were Hot read in that "lire(' eli;lp"'r!',' t'l ('IH\(it'III!ldVit, ('I ~alj~(;II'III'llel" in 
eo 11 Ilei I . . ·I"-nil'ti!' ('XI)l)."1Iil l:ulI IIJll)j:, q\J,lltl pia' rt'ulJd:rtioniH 

(0) Tlw(lplt, IIhi !"lIflra, (I)) Faclllld. uhi slI})ra. "tllllf" f'(!llj!!!,'i Ilo!'lr;!'. l"I'd 1'1 "an,l!))I'])I,j II'rrihi-
(c) ~j'(' 110)'1: (>t) Ilt'X( \'oll1ll1!l. lia if) H'rj/lli~ jllra\'if. ul in (',HII'1I1 jlt'TlilOIllerl't ndllH-

(d) ))Hillt\ dll \'rai II."';!~(: d!'~ p{'f{~F:, t.~, ,tatt' in Cllnril'!I!l!atiIJll(' t't tlllaliH"lIJd.lC prlt'dlC(UTUIIl 
1 TheoplJ. luI aUI1. Iu{:arn. "j~('ullfL Alt~xandrin. ;)::l9. IrHllll C:ljlilllll1rllHl." &<:'(11) 

FH(,Ulifl. J. ('fllltr. Mucian. "ide Baluz, !\ovu Collect. (d) \·ld., iLl Ill:! .. !\()\'fl ('011. COJlcii. ill prwfi.lt. ad Acta 
''::;<Jucil. p, 1~46. i ('nIIi i], \'_ 11. '2 ('t p. 15-14, 



VIGIl-IUS.] OR I3ISIIOPS OF Ro:\m. 365 
The rea!-"on~ on .. ~~·llieh. 1111' pOrlC'iS COll~~illllion \\'a~yr()nHd~'d .. ('(jI~filled by ~1l~-~ollneil. '~·h~'-I};.~r a man may 

be anallleLllatlz~'d ,Iller JIIS d..:aLh. J 1i!~{)Joru~ u! :\l\lp~ilt':''[Ja did lIut di!~ III tlH: «(jllllllIlIlJOH 01 tile church,as 
lilt' l'(lp,~ It.lIl a~"l·rtcd. • 

that epIStle, those who d"fentl it, and all who \\'rilill~'s. Havin-g'thus pr(,vet! -the definition 
[l,,,lntaln II, or any pMt of II, to be right, let, of Ihe pope repognant to thl' praclice, and 
hllJ1 be ac('urs.,(i.'" Such was the s('ntenee' con';c'lIl(,lItly to tl", doctrine, of the universal 
of the council; and, wilen it was wad, the ehnrell, as represented by general eouncils; 
fatiters, to confirm it, joining all as one man,: th.,y show it, in the next pla"e, no less ineon­
cried out aloud, "Let 'l'heodoms be accursed; i sistent wilh the doctrine and practice of some 
let him be aceursed, who does not accurse' particular chmchcs, namely, of the African, 
'l'heodorus, we all aCClirse Thcodorus, and' and tl", Roman church herself. To that pur­
his writings. Let the impious writings of, pose they produce the canon of an African 
Theodoret against Cyril be accursed; let him I council, commanding those who bequeathed 
be accurse.d, who does not accurse them. \Ve their estates to heretics, to be anathematized 
all accurse the impious epistle of Ibas; if any even after their death; and put his holiness in 
one defends that epistle, or any part of it, if mind of tile sentence of excommunication, 
anyone does not accurse it, and all who de- which one of his predecessors, Boniface 'II. 
fend it, let him be accursed."" Thus did the had solemnly pronounced, but twenty-three 
council not only reverse, with one consent, years before, against Dioscorus, his deceased 
the judgment of the pope, but anathematize I competitor, causing it to be signed by several 
and accurse all who did not anathematize and I deacons, presbyters, and bishops, and to be 
accurse what the pope had defined, speaking, plaeed, thlls signed, in tlte archives of the 
ex cathedra, and thence instructing the whole, Roman church:' "And this," say the fathers 
Christian world. I of the council, "all, who live at Rome, know 

The fathers of the council, not satisfied with I to he true;" which was saying, that the pope 
thlls condemning the "three chapters," in knew it to be tflle, though he had defined the 
direct opposition to the definitive sentence of contrary. To the authority of the councils 
the pope, undertook to confute, one by one, I they add that of the fathers, especially of St. 
the reasons and arguments on which his Austin, saying of Ca'cilianus of Carthage, 
definitive sentence was grounded. These. dead an hundred years before, tbat were he 
were, with mspect to the first chapter, the found guilty of the crimes, which the Dona­
condemnation of Theodorus: 1. That no man I tists laid to his charge, he would still anathe­
ought to he condemned after his death; the matize him.2 As to the words of onr Savior, 
power of "loosing and binding," or absolving I alleged hy Vigil ills to prove, that the church 
and r,ondemning, having been granted to the! has the power of hinding and loosening those 
church only ,,·ith respect to those who are' only, who are on earth, or among the living, 
"on earth," or among the living, agreeably the council explotks his interpretation of that 
to the words of our Savior, "whatsoever ye I passage; and will have the words on earth 
shall bind on earth," &c. II. Theodorus died: to refer (0 the party that loosens or binds, not 
in the peace and communion of the church; I to the party that is loosened or bound, thus; 
and nOlie, who thus die, ought to he condemned i " 'Vhatever ye shall bind or loose, while YOli 
after their d"ath. 1I1. Theodorus was not, are on earth," &c.(") 
condemned by former fathers and councils; I To the second reason of Vigilius, in defence 
and therefore must not be condemned now. 3 ', of Theodorus, narr"ely, that he died in the 
In answer to these reasons, the council first' peace and communion of the church, the fa­
declares, and defines, "That a man may be: thers returned the following answer: "It is 
lawfully condemned after his death;" adding, I said by some, that Theodorus died in the 
,; And those who say he may not (whtch VI-, peace and communion of the church; but to 
gil ills di.1 in his constitution), show no kind' s~y so, is a lie an.1 a callimny against the 
of regard to the word of God, to the doctrine cburch, mendaeiuOl est et calumnia adversus 
of th~ apostles, to the tradition of the fathers." ecclesiam; for he alone dies in the p""ce and 
TllPy then allege several arguments, cal- communion of the church, who holds the 
culated to prove, from the practice of the pre·, doctrine of the cburch till his death; whieh 
cedinO' councils, and the doetrine of the' Theodorus certainly did not, as is evident 
Ctth,,;;;, the definition of the pope to be false, from the blasphemCes that he uttered." To 

1 F.(~P p. 3.11. ~ AliI!. ('p. ad Bonif. 

ano erroneous, and their own to be true, narne-'-­
ly: I. Because the council of Constantinople,! 
the second oecumrnical council, condemned 
and anathematized, bv name, Arills and Maee­
dollius, thou[!h both ;lead long hefore: pope 
Ihlll',lSUs, and the council of Sanlic:l, an:tt.ltc­
rn,llizl'd t he bishops who had dcparted frolll 
the faith of Niee, whether dead or alive: the 
c!){{[wil of Chalcedon condemned DOlllnus of 
Antioch, afler his death, because he h,,,j 
~p()k"n ('ontpmptllollsly of St. Cyril, ilnd his 

(*) Till' rnllllcil dnr'f: JlO! ItIPan, that tlH~ church can 
rcadily hltld or ]no:-:;I' a man aflf'r his rleattJ; that her 
('('Il"t!r(~s nr ailHdnlHlll (OaTl n~Jldf'r his conc\ition in the 
CillH'r world \\'Ilr!'l' or hi'lt(~r; hut only that, upon allY 
IW\\' di~I'()\'('r\' of hi,; uni1! IlT illll()croncl'. ht mav he 
('X( Illded !"tOII'I, (lr ndmil(l,d 10 COlTlrtlllT1inll, (""PH 'lfter 
hi~ d,'all1; 111:1\ l~', Ili~ Wllnt: Inri)" 1)(' :-:trnck (lilt of 1he 
dlpIYt'h". or 1'1:1(,,'(\ ill II)!'!!I, hI' olllitl~'~l or lll('lItiOllt!rl 
ill Ill(' pra\'.'r~ :11I,t ()hlalj'l1l~ oftlif' chllr('il. "Let him 
lit' ,lllillllO"III<lll/yd aO"r dl':llh, ld llot hi~ llall](~ be 
\\11111'11 (lr r,'('ol"ll,·d amoll!.': tile prlc:.t~ of (~f)d," are 
1111' \\'ord~ (If til(' ,!;one!', ill tlw Afl i(,:III C().]P, :q!ain!'t 
a Ili.~h,'1' \\ II!! ~'110llld Il('qIH':llit hic: I'fj','('t" or "!"fak to 
a h!'!,'II/'. 1'111.'; \\";1" llw (-lily 1!l{'lllnd (,f l1illilin" or 
I"('~"III',.!, 1IIIIfl,·1I11IJTt:! III ;lh:-;J]\'llI!.', TIl :IJ afil:r de':ltlt. 
lbal \\:t." c\'('r pr<i(ll:-,'d ill lIlt' (illrrl'lI 

I :-:vnnd qllint ('Ill.!' ') :-;"1l0(1. <-{UIIit. illid 
11 (';J!I~ljt. \'1~iL aplli! Har. ad ·Ullll. 5.)~. II. liU. 

~v2 
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The pope gro~51y rnill:taken wit}~ respect to th~ writiTl~!'i of Th,eodorct. \\·hcllte~ the letter,of ~bas wus appro~ 
by the counnl of Chalccdoll. 1 he pope refu8lJ1g. al 'ust, lO SI!!II IIH~ d"crt~f!S of llw cOllJJ(~JI : Is sent into exile. 

~~f~~th~tl;i~(;;n;I-I';-st;~asOIl o(\rigil-i-l;~~~~f: ti;;-\~h;;I~nc~~ncil, or of the great; 
against !.he cOlldcllIlli ng ofTheodorus, namely, part of the venPrable prelates, who composed 
that he was not condemned by former fathers it. They OW" the letter was approved by two 
and councils, they quote several passages or three bishops, who were present at that 
from the fathers, especially from ProClllS of great and numerous assembly; but, at the 
Constantinople, and Cyril, speaking of him same time, take the liberty to reprove his 
as an avowed beretic, as one whose blasphe- holiness, and in very sharp terms, as one who 
mies exceeded even those of the Jews and' argued with all the craft and subtlet.y of anh~ 
the Pagans. As to councils, they allege the 1 retic, "astutia hreretica," in presuming to pasa 
decree of the first of Ephesus, condemning upon them the private opinion of a few, for, 
the doctrine of Nestorius, and all who had· the public definition or jndgment of a whole 
held, till that time, or Rhould thenceforth hold,! council. And truly, that the letter of Ibas Was 
the same doctrine; which was condemning, ~ not approved by the council of Chalcedon, as 
though not by name, Theodorus, who noti was boldly asserted by the pope in his con, 
only he.ld, but was the first who taught that, stitution, sufficiently appears from the-acts of­
doctrine.C*') I that council. \Vhen it was read there, En. 

Concerning the "second ehapter," the nomius of Nicomedia found fault with some 
writings of Theodoret against Cyril, the pope! expressions it contained, reflecting on the 
would not condemn those writings himself,; conduct of Cyril, and the other bishops of thj, 
nor suffer them to be condemned by others, i council of Ephesus. But as Ibas seemed to 
under the name of Theodoret, " because they I acknowledge two natures, and one person, in 
were not his, but had been fathered upon him Christ, the legates of Pope Leo, and with, 
by his enemies." But that pope was therein them Maximus Of Antioch, declared that, in 
grossly mistaken, that the writings against their opinion, the very letter of Ibas was a 
Cyril, under the name of Theodoret, were sufficient proof of the orthodoxy of his faith. 
truly his, was undeniably proved by the Juvenalis of Jerusalem spoke much to the 
fathers of the council from the acts of the sallie purpose. The other bishops neither 
council of Chalcedon, and the concurring approved nor disapproved that letter; but 
testimony of all the contemporary writers, only required Ibas, after it was read, to ana­
nay, and from the testimony of TheodoretJ thematize Nestorius, and all who held the 
himself, owning those writings, in the se,'crall same doctrine; which he readily did, and was 
letters he wrote on that occasion to the friends thereupon restored to his see, from which he 
of Nestorius, and his own. The whole as- had been driven by Dioscorus, in the second 
"embly expressed the greatest surprise at the I council of Ephesus. It cannot therefore be 
pope's denying, or even questioning a truth, said, as the fathers of the present council 
that was so well known, and might so easily observe, that the letter of Jbas was approved, 
be made to appear. And indeed none had by the council of Chalcedon, but only that it 
ever questioned it lIefore him, nor has it ever was approved in some deirree, by two Ot three 
been questioned since his time. of the bishops, who were present at that 

As for the third and last chapter, t.he letter council. 
of Ibas, the pope, in his constitution, pro- The" three chapters" being thus con­
nouneed, declared, and defined that letter to I demned, in the strongest terms, by the unani­
be orthodox. "because it was approved by the mous consent of all the bishops who composed 
council of Chalcedon." On the other hand, I that assembly, and the arguments olTered by 
thl) fathers of the present ('ouncil pronounced" the pope in defence of the said" chapters," 
declared, and defined, in their turn, that whole i unanswerably confuted, the emperor caused 
letter, and every part of it, to be heretical, to! copies of the acts to be sent to Vigil ius ; and, 
be blasphemous, to be repugnant to the defi-] at the same time, let him know, that he must 
nition of the council of Chalcednn; "Tota, either agree with his brethren, and condemn 
epistola ha!retica est, tota epistola bla~phema I what they had condemned, or forfeit his see, 
est, contraria est per omnia definitioni," &c.'1 and be sent into exile. The pope answered, 
Here they distinguish !he private judgment: that the emperor might dispose of him as he 
of some of the holy bIshops, assembled in: thought fit: hut, as he could not sign the acts 
the city of Chalcedon, from thp- public judg-; and decre~s of such an assemhly without re-

(OJ Vi~iI\ls positively affirms. that Theodorlls was i nouncing the holy faith of C.hal:edon, he w.as 
not cOIHlellllled by the council of Ephe"",. "I have ready to suffer, and suff('r wlIh JOY. iJoth exIle 
Jlcnl~t'II," s:ly~ he. "the acts of that counr.i1 \vjlll the I and death in so (Toad a cause. 'fhis answer 
l!.rt!ilTI·~1 eare lIud :~tlelltion •. dilig'f'nli:'l:;ima ill~ef.;ti,!!a-! \vas no so'oner kf~)Wn to the er lpe th he 
hone; hut ('oul11 hnd 1I01hlll:1' tht'rt~ (:ollo~rlllllg the: . ,1 "rOT, an 
C()IIIl!~lIllla,jollofTJH.'IHlorll.!'l."(tJ) But pop!: Pclagiui'l,: canspn thp. pope to be seized, and convp.ypd, 
~!IO~I'1I ill :)~i. aflirlll~. and 110 It!SS p~~Jll~f:Jy, tllat llndpT a slrol1~ guard, to ProC()nneSll~, an in-
] }Wntinrll!' wa~ {:Olldl!IIIIWd 11" the (:otlllcil 01 r"pheslis. I . II . I' I' I]) . T "rl I 
uThe hill\' Eplll.~jnc ~\'rHH1/' :-;1I\'~ that POP(~. "COJl- l()~plla) P, IS iHH III t Ie r{)polltI~. J(~ ot wr 
den.llll·{.1 'j'iu.'odorlls <I~'lt:r iljs dt~;il/J." JIi~ a~th;, that hishop~ in tile \\'rst~ who n~flJRf'd to sig-n the 
~ll:l :;:::~](:.l(\~I:;~.'j·::d;h~~·)~;~·ll:I~,I;~h~\illa~;:~~::(:~;~~;t1h('b\I)\~/'I~~~~! eondt'llln~tinn o.f the H l!lree chap~ers," and 
~rc('d alld It:- :tnl hllr. (b) I \n'fP. StdlJ('cts of tllP erllpln~, IlH~t With no hf~t-

(II) Vi!..':il. C'11/1~Ijl. ap. Bar. II. 173. ! tf~r trpiltfll(~llt thall til(' pnpp, hping- all driven, 
(II) PI'Jag. I'p. 7. I 
1 Synod. quint. Collal. 6. J 1 Alla~1. ill Vigil. Lilll'ral. lin;\'. c. 22. 
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~jJope chang-cr; his OpillioTl the fourth timt' (',onet'rlliug the "thre{~ ehaJlters," He condemnfi; them in his 
[('tter to t h\~ palriacl!; and afterward.!'! lIy a. ~oll'mn cOIlstitution ;-[Year of Chri:,l, 554.] 

;:;lil~;lt-~wrcy, from their-see~,-~~d serrt~into, t)'chs, "8 the name-of a conder;;-ll-~d and de­
different exiles. Among these the two African I pos<,d heretic, but was a.ctually soliciting the 
bishops, Victor Tunnunensis, and Facunous I Roman I"'<'ple and Clergy to choose another 
of Herllliana, distingllisireo themselves above I pope in his room: he knew the emperor was 
the rest, Victor was first cunfined to an not to he moved, and that nothing but an en­
abandoned place III Egypt, and thence sent tire compliance with his will could redeem 
for to Constantinople. But as he still con-II him frail! so painful an exile. As for his 
tinued, in spite of all the threats and promises brethren in the west, he had already forfeited 
the emperor co~uld use, to defend the" three: their good opinion, and with them brought 
chapters," he was never sutTered to return into the utmost contempt, by his former 
to his see, but shut up for life in a monas- changes, both himself and his see. In these 
tery. Facundus wrote no fewer than twelve circumstances he first wrote a most submissive 
books in defence of the condemned chapters, letter to the patriarch Eutychius, owning that, 
all interspersed with most bitter invectives in opposing, as he had hitherto done, the rest 
against Justinian, for presuming, though only of his brethren, he had been guilty of a breach 
a layman, to interfere in matters of faith and of that union and concord which ought to pre­
religion.("') However, by abandoning his vail among the true followers of Christ, espe­
see, and keeping himself concealed, he had cially the ecclesiastics and bishops. He 
the good luck to escape the pnnishment, with adds, that as, upon examining the "three 
which ha was, hy the provoked emperor, de- chapters" with more care and attention (he 
servedly threatened. These two, and, after had already examined them "with all pas-

,their example, for they were both leading sible care and attention,") he was fully con­
Dlen, several other bishops in the west, espe- vinced, that they had been deservedly can­
cially in Africa, stood up, to the last, in <1e- demned, so he was not ashamed openly to 
fence of the" three chapters," choosing rather I acknowledge it, and own, that he h"d done 
to be driven from their sees, to be stripped of wrong to defend them, imitating therein the 
all their effects, and to perish with famine in· example of St. Austin, who was not ashamed, 
the deserts, than to condemn those articles, when he discovered the truth, to condemn and 
communicate with any who condemned them. retrad whatever he had written against it, 
But Vigiliu" was a man of a very different He then relates the chief errors which, with 
temper, and had already changed his opinion the help of the air of Proconnesus, he had 
three times in the present dispute. He first lately discovered in the writings of Theodorus 
defended the controverted points, as entirely of l\Iopsuestia, of Theodoret, and Ibas; and 
agreeable to the doctrine of Chalcedon; then concludes thns: "We m"ke it known to the 
condemnea them as entirely repugnant to that whole catholic church, that we condemn and 
doctrine; and ag-ain, after examining them anathematize all heresies and heretics, namely, 
"with all possible care and attention, omni Tht'odorus of l\Iopsuestia, and his impious 
undique cautela atque diligf'lltia," he declared writin~s; the writings of Theodoret against 
them anew, nay, and defined them" ex St. Cyril, and the council of Ephesus; and 
dra," entirely agreeable to the same doctrine. the leiter to Maris the Persian, which is said 
No wonder therefore, if, in the present circum- to have been written by Ibas. We likewise 
stances, he changed his opinion once more. anath.-matize all who shall presume to defend 
He soon gr(>w sick of his abode in the island the said' three chapters,' or shall think them 
of Proconneslls; the emperor had not only cap"ble of being maintained or defended. \Ve 
caused his name to be struck out of the dip- acknowledge for Ollr colleagues and brHhren, 

those who have condemned them; and by 
(*) In hi~ ninth book is a rpmarkable pa.sage con- these presents annul whatever has been done, 

cerning the eucharist, which has pllt all the Roman said, or \"ritten, by us, or by others, 10 defend 
catholic divines to a stanr!. Facundlls undertakes them.l This lettp.f js dated from the island 
there to explain, in a catholic ~ellse, all the proposi-
tions that, in the variolls and almost innumerahle of Proconnesus, the 8th of December of the 
~'C:rl~~lT~)J t~:~e~~l~~~\tt~~dre~~~:~ ~~~~~~~r~~l~dtt~S a!~~~)~= present year; so that the pope had scarc·e 
ed Son of God." To prove that propo"itioll capahle been five months there when he wrote it, 
Of, a caLholic meaniIl!!, he. argues tilll.s: "(;h.ri:;;.t re- having~ in so short a time, more plainly disco­
celved the :-:acralll(~.ll{,?f Sl!m of adopt.Inll, Whlch.I~~ay veTf~d the truth in that island, than he had 
Le catled the. adoptIOn Hself, as the fall hflll, r~CelYlTl!! I . 
the sacrament, or the signs of the hody and blood of done In seven whole years at Rome and Con­
Christ. are said to fl'er-ive hi~ body ~nd his; hlood; not stantinople' for so loner had the present con-
th~lt properl\' the llf(~ad is his hody, and the cup his I'd '" 
hloorl, hilt tH'·rau~e ttH~\' ('ontain in them:,I"lve" the 1Tl\·:-!- troversy aste . .. 
tf'fif'sofhoth."(I1) \Vollid FacHlldus have ever !lr!!I·H'rl The rInJwror ,~!~s not satlsfipd w'lth that 
th~I:-;, had il b('l'll [.hen b(:li\~\·\~d h.y· the chufch, Ihat 11](~ l~tt(;r; h11t insisted on the rore~s connemn .. 
f:lllh(1I1 r'·(,t'i\'p(\ III till' 1'lIcilan"t th~ trut' and rcal , " h 
body ofChri!'t, II if.: true anI! f(!<l1 hlon!!; OT lJad Ihl' fa-, 111,Q." thp, H thrr'e chapters, 85 rr.pllQ"llant to t e 
thf'rR, f;avill!!," \Ve rj'(·t~ivc ttIC hotly alld blood of doctrine of Chalcpdon, no less solemnly than 
Chri!'I." I;(~I'II Ilwn llndt'r~t()nd hy the chuT,ell, a~ .tllI" llP h,Hl flrPTOVf'O tlwm hpfnre~ as ;:sgr(,f'~ble to 
~::II:~\~'~\:;,fr!~{;I,~I~('~'I:~:II'~~I~\~l~:~(' ;~~:l ;:;!~ \~ tf:~l!:; I~ lOl~rll~~~ ~,:rl ~\I~~ , t h (l t ci 0(' t ri ne. 'Th i s Vi flil ius at fl rs t q rove 10 

are J'i:lid to lw r'~II'i\.·,·d 11\ thl' fail!lflll.. A~]{~ ,,:!to ,.\.(>[ d('('line ~ hut, finding the emperor nnn.ltf'rably 
llTl'ipr1uok In ~hn\\· 111 what "";rl:<~' 11 I111n~ I~ ~:lld tu be 
ft·(·/'l\·,·d, wliiC"h j~ fl>:llI." ;11141 !r,lly received 1 1-- - ----~----.- .------.. -----

(/0) F;'H."U1Jd. In t!1.:i"cli. Trillill Cal'. I. D. ! ) [lalu:-. 1\ova. Collect. Cunei!. p. 5\).'). 
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A cou~~,il";lay-b--;-l~;'-f~l-;~~J Of'C!llllclljcal~ willllJnl the pri~sellc~ Of app;(~'-~-li~~tl~~-J-lopf!. ]Tlh~i;i;1' 
f;1ltddt~l l)(ltil parts ofa contradit:tlCHl Illay h~ trlle. ... 

b~~t-on his -~ond('m~i~g those arLicles by a his conduct, not only rec~i~~d-Ili~~iih~ 
80lemn constitution, as he had by a solemn: ordinary marks of honor, on IllS return to Con.:, 
constitution formerly approved them, he issued I,talltin"ple, Ollt granted him, at last, the so' 
one soon after, that is, all the 23d of Fehmary, much and so long wished-for liberty of return~ 
554, which was so well received both by the: ing to Rome. 
emperor and the patriarch, that he was ililme-I I cannot dismiss this subject without some" 
diately released from his exile, and recalled' observations which naturally arise from it;. 
to Constantinople. In that constitntion he I and may probably have occurred to every 
points out, and confntes, the many execrable reader. And, first, it is to be observed, that' 
blasphemies, as he styles them, contained in \ the present council was not convened by the" 
the writings of Theodorus of Mopsuestia, of pope, but by the emperor, against the will of" 
Theodoret, and in the letter which is said to the pope; that the pope neither assisted at it: 
have been written by Ibas ;C") alleges a great in person, nor by his legates. And yet this 
many reasons to prove, that the letter of Ibas very council was received by thi' whole cath~" 
was condemned by the conncil of Chalcedon, lie church; has been approved by all the' 
as heretical and blasphemolJs; the very letter, popes, who have governed the Roman church'., ' 
which, in his former constitution, he had de- since the time of Vigilius to the present; and', 
e1ared and mai~tained to have been approved, is ranked, by all the Roman cat~!Olic divines," 
by that councll, as catholic and orthodox; among the lawful and oecumemcal conncils." 
answers one by one the argnments, which, in Hence it evidently follows, that a council may 
his other constitution, he had offered in de- be lawful and aecumenical, JIlay determine" 
fence of that letter; and concludes thus: "Vie and define, censure and condemn, without the" 
therefore anathema1.i7.e and condemn the three consent or concurrence of the pope. But the' 
above-mentioned impious chapters; namely, present council, says Baronius,l was neither, 
the letter which Ibas is said to have written lawful nor oecnmenical; it did not even de-' 
to Maris the Persian, as containing the exe- serve the name of a private synod;2 it was' 
crable blasphemies, which I have above point- no council at all, till Vigilius approved it; it 
ed out; the impious Theodorus of Mopsuestia, was his approbation, his last constitution, 
with his detestable writings; and what Theodo- that raised it to the rank of a lawful and oecu-' 
ret impiously wrote against Cyril, and the coun- menical council;3 which is as much as to 
cil of Ephesus. As for what we or others may, say, that while it was in being, it was no 
at any time, have said or written in defence of council at all; but when it was no more, it 
the said three impious chapters, WI' declare the then became a council, a lawful and oecu-' 
whole, by the authority of this our present menical conncil; for it was not approved by 
constitution, absolutely nulL"1 This was the the pope till five months after it was dissolv­
fourth and last change of Vigilills, in the ed, and the bishops, who had composed it;·· 
famous dispute concerning the "three chap- were all returned to their sees. The surpris-" 
teTS." And now the emperor, satisfied with ing virtue of papal power, to change thus the" 

nature of things, and make them be when 
(0) In the present constitution VigiJius wiII not they have no being, what they never were' 

allow Ibas to have been the author of that Jetter, h'l db' 
though in his former constitution he had approved it w I e they ha a eIng. 
as written by him; and indeed it is agreed to have 2dly. The pope defined, as we have seen," 
been his by all hilt the annalist, who, finding his high the controvertP.d articles to be, and defined 
pontiff had thus contradicted himself, thou~ht, per-
haps, that he could not do less than contradict hirn- t.hem not to be, repugnant to the doctrine of 
self too. For, havin~ positively affirmed, I believe in the catholic church, and the council of Chal-' 
:roo:~t,t~~; !~~t'~~': ol;I~~I:~' \~~'.te:~alsh;~ai~' ~'i~~~:::f::: cedon; and both he defined ex cathedra. If 
from the tenth session of the council of Chalcedon, therefore the pope is infallible, if what he de; 
that Iba. wrote the controverted letter; that Ibas fines ex cathedra is infallibly true, two contra­
himself, who of a11 men knew best whether it was his 
or not, owned it; (a) after having thus, I say, positive- dictory propositions may be infallibly tme. 
Iyaffirmed that letter to have been written by Ibas, That the pope erred on this occasion, is owned 
while the pope thought 80; he no le8s positively even by the most. sanO'uine sticklers for his 
affirms, when the pope thought otherwise, the dis- f., 

puted letter not to have been written by Iba,; nay, infallibility. But he did not err, say they, in 
that it was found by the council of Chalcedon, as is matters of faitH, since the dispute was not 
manifest from the public acts of that council, not to be . f ~ 'h I ' , 
his, (b) Upon the whole, when the pope thought COnCernIng matters 0 Jalt. t IS certain, 
lb.s was the author of that epistle, it was certainlv says Baronius, it is evident, it is demonstrable, 
written by him; it was manifest from the acts of the that the controversy concerning- the "three 
council, tlw.l it was his: when the pope thought Ibas '---' 
was not the author of that letter, it certainly was 1I0t chapters" ,vas no controversy concerning the 
written by him; it waR mallifest from the acts of tile fajth,'~ The ehief controversy ,vasl whether 
council, Ibal it was nol his. There was IlO occasion the uoctrine. contained in the works of the three 
either for t.he pOllt: nr tht~ ('ardinal 10 trol1bl!~ theJll-
selvc!'i ahout tlJ~~ author oflhat pie('e,sincf'. the dj~ptlte . often-mentioned writers was orthodox or lwre­
was Bot about its author, bill the doctrine it contained. I tical \\'a.s arrmf'able or Tf>purrnant to the doc ... 

(a) B'If, ... d AJlJI,·H~,n,'1.;7,etadalln,553,n,lgl, t' ' f "l"l J J t"'l I l' f f tl 
19'2, 19:1. HH), 1m, &c. flne (J \-' lH ceuon, anu lA H'1e 0 18 

(h) ld"", ad a'Ill, ,n2, n, 71. chureh. If that WilS not, I shollld he glad to 
( Baluz. ;";0\';( Coll .. ,·1. Cowil. p. l:l.'il. Evagr. I. 4. c. __ ~ .. ____________ ~_~ ___________ _ 

38. Phnt, f'p. :td :'Ilil'll Hili!!. l'rillL Zonar. I. 4. C{·drt'll. I Bar. nrl nnl1 . .'i.')~. n. 22t 
ad ann. 2;1. JI1~·1·IJI. Ellthy!ll. 1';IIIIIPI. part. 2. til. 2·1. in '.:l Jd"111 ihid. II. 2Hl. :I Idl'm. ihid. 
appl'lH.l. !\icepli. I. 17. c. 27. Lioera!. c. 22. ( Bar. ad allll. ;d7. JI. :W. I't ad HUll. ':>':>:1. II. 231. 
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r;;-'I~;)PI'': illf,: Iii hili' Y llO! k IHn\'1I in ll.lI~.i'i~ 11 C~I-lll ry~ l!w IH,llw way {'onlradict nnother in maLters of faith. 
lie (JIII;!III~ III 1h!' :'lIqH'rl.lr ~1'\'n:1l jlrl\·l!I~,t-'i~!'i fur tli·: people of Italy. VigiliuB dicsj-lYear of Christ, 555.] 
IIi::; charal'~l!~~\·llIk :llIlI,pUIH', Ily HaroUllIS. _______ __ 

knoW what other ever ,,"itS, or eould be truly jchapters," hedid not leave Consta~t.i-~ople till 
cal1rd~ a ~ontr(lversy conc('rnillg- the failh. he had obtained of the emperor a constitution, 
BaronltIS hllllsrdf 0\\'11<'<1 It \\'<lS a controversy \\,Ith several grants, privileges, and cxemp­
concerning the ['lIlh, when he was not yet tio1ls, not for the Homans only, but for the in­
apprised, lhat I~e could hy no otlwr me'lTIs de- hahilants of Italy in general, that country 
fend the chlmencal prerogative of infallibility, Iwing then reduced to a most deplorable con­
but by Jenylng" It was a controversy eoneern- ditiun, by the war between the Goths ami the 
iog the ["ith .. For, speaking of the imperial Greeks, which had been carried on, without 
edict condemlJlng the" three chapters," he in- intermission, from the year 535, to the present 
veighs a~alnst the emperor, and in a mo~t 554, when the reduction of Italy was com­
abusi V8 dialect, for taking upon him to issue pleted by N arses. With that constitution, 
edicts, to malie laws, and to dictate to the bi- dated the 13th of August, Vigilius embarked, 
shops, "in matters of faith and religion ;"1 after a seven years' absence, on his return to 
and that edict he consl<lntly styles a ,. decree Rome, not doubting but the ample privileges, 
of faith," "decretum fidei."2 If the empe- which he had procured for the people of Italy, 
ror's decree w," a .. decree of faith," or about would sufficiently atone with them for his late 
"matters of failh and relig-ion," the pope's conduct. But he had not the so much wi~ed 
decree was surely So too; and consequently, for satisfaction of seeing Rome or Italy again. 
if the pope erred, and that he did err is as For, being taken in the voyage with a violent 
certain as that both parts of a contradiction fit of the stone, a complaint to whi.ch he had 
cannot be true, he erred, even according to been long subject, he put in at Syracuse; and, 
Baronius, in matters of faith and relig-ion. not being able ever after to bear the least 

3dly, The whole church was, at tliis time, motion, he continued thereto his death, which 
"rent," as Justinian expressed it, " from east happened not long after; that is, some time 
to west;" that is, was divided into two op- before the 11 th of April of the following year 
posite parties, the one eondemninrr, and the 555, for on that day his successor, l'elagius I. 
other defending, the" three chapt~rs." But W<lS ordained, as we shall see hereafter. As 
by neither was the pope aeknowlpdg('d for to the month, or the day of the month, in 
an infallihle judge in the dispute, that ace a- which he died, neither is mentioned by the 
sioned this division: not hy the former; for contemporary writers. The bibliothecarian 
they continued to condemn those chapters, supposes him to have governed the Roman 
when the pope defended them: not hy the chureh seventeen years, six months, and 
latter; for t.hey conlinlled to defend the same twenty-six days.I But as Vigil ius was 
chapters, when the pope condemned them; ordained on the 22d of November, 537, his 
nay, and separated themselves from his com- computation must be certainly false. T~e 

munion, because he condemned them. I defy body of the deceased pope was conveyed from 
the popish writers to name a sing-Ie bishop, Syracuse to Rome, and there interred in the 
either in the east or the west, who changed church of St. Marcellus, on the Salarian way. 
opinion upon the pope's changing his; that is, Of Vigilius I find, in Baronius, two differ­
a single bishop, who, so late as the middle of ent characters; the one of the anti-pope Vigi­
the sixth century, owned the pope for an in- lius, the other of pope Vigilius; for he was 
fallible judge in matters of faith. anti-pope; as we have seen, before he was 

4 th 1)" In th" present dispute, Vigil ius con- pope. While anti-pope, he was not only am­
tradictco himself, again and again, as we have bitious, beyond all mpasure, says the annal­
seen. Now, as the same pope rna)' contra- ist, bllt quite mad with ambition; a second 
diet himself in matters of faith, why may not Lucifer, striving to ascend into heaven, and 
one pope contradict another 1 Vv-hy may not exalt his throne above the stars; but by 
one pope retract the sentence of another, as the weight of his enormous sacrileges, and 
well as the same pope his own 1 If he may, heinous crimes, brought down to hell; a 
how can a man, in common sense, receive the schismatic, a simoniac, a murderer, not the 
decrees of any particular pope as infallibly. Sllccessor of Simon Peter, but of Simon Ma­
true, till he is sure, '.';. hich he never can be, I' gus, not the vicar of Christ, but an antichrist, 
th~t no other pope will ever retract tl18m 1 an idol set up in the temple of God, tbe abo-

But to return to Vig:ilius : released from his mination of desolation standing in the holy 
exile, and recalled to Const:1Dlinople, he was place, a wolf. a thief, a robher;2 but yet a good 
impatient, as w~ may well imagine, to quit icatholic, "homo revera catholicus,"3 ana 
the east, where he, had made so contemptible! ];nown for such to the ~eople .and clergyof 
a fignre, notwithstandinrr the extraordin"ry: Rome, who therefore raised hun, by dlvme 
honors that were p"id him tlwre upon his, inspiration, to t~epontifica.l thron;, "Divinitus 
recantation. llo\\"pver, as he was, at the inspirato consihoevehnnt Ipsum In pontlficlum 
same, time, sensible, that his last change thrnnllm."4 Baronius speaks her~ of the 
wO\lld greatly disohli,,,' the people and clemv 'election, which he supposes to have Iiappened 
of ROlflt', all zealous~defenders of the "t)l1~'~ upon the death of Silverius, and which he 
~--- ---- - I ~a;~iJl '~~i1. 

I BH. ad amI. 546. n. 41. 43.50. '} UilT. rul alln. 5:,{S. n. 9. 17, 18, Hl, 20 . 
... If! 1(Q', cit. f't ulilJi. a IdcllJ ud ann. 540. 11.8. 40 Idem ad ann. 540. D. 7, 8. 

YOL.l.-17 
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Vigiliu8, cJlometer hy the 8RIIIC writ~r, \ ... "hen, IIcl'ordillJ! to hilll,'lawful pope. 11 UClIIJII~ ~ivt:s llll1l ~·J;e;}~ 
v~ry ditft!rcllt character. lIe iSlmimed H1ItillH:mlUtcd. The cOlHiucl (Jf l'claglUol!i, "Jllie IIUIICIO to tilh'(!rius 
and to Vigiliu!., __ ~~~~e __ ~o~~~ ,0_1' COllstallti lIople. ___ ~_~__ . __ ~ __ __ _ __ . t 

elsewhere ' ascribes, not to the inspiration of: " three ehapters;" whieh, if 8aid ,hy anv bu't 
the Holy Ghost, but to the powerful illthlPnce' a llarclllius or a llellarlllillc, would be fustly 
of the empress Theodora, and her servant looked upon as satire or irony. It is true 
Belisarius. For, speaking there of this in!- says llarollills, in that dispule, he changfd 
aginary election, he tells us, that Vigilius rc- his opinion, he condemned what he had ap­
signed the papal dignity, not with a design to proved, and approved what he had condemn._ 
quit it, but to act, as it were, a part in a ed; but that was no more a mark of incon_ 
eomedy, and to make the world believe, that stanr.y in him, than the like change was in 
he really did what he never intended to do. St. Paul, who condemned circumcision, and 
The crafty man, says he, came down from the yet circumcised Timothy.1 Baronius could' 
throne; but was first well assured, that by not bllt Ree the wide difference there is be­
means of Belisarius, he should soon reascend tween an immutable doctrine of faith, which 
it. The electors did not choose him on ac- must ever be true, and a mutable ceremony 
count of his piety, his virtue, or any episcopal which in some circumstances may be expe: 
qualifications, which they discovered in him; dient, and 1I0t in others. The annalist adds', 

.for he was quite destitute of all merit and that Vigilius, though now a saint, was never­
virtue, and sullied with ti,e blackest crimes.2 theless punished by Heaven for his former 

Such was Vigil ius while yet an intruder, crimes; for, having hastened the death of his 
and an anti-pope. But no sooner was he holy predecessor, by confining him to an 
placed, by what the annalist calls a "lawful island, he died himself," by a just judgment 
election,"(*) on the throne of St. Peter, than of God, in an island; as if it were a judgment 
God gave him another heart, and he was turn- upon a man to die in an island. 
ed, at once, into another man, having nothing But how can we reconcile what that writer 
in view, nothing at heart, but the welfare of says of the sudden and miraculous chanue 
the catholic church, and the purity of the of Vigilius, with what he tells us elsewher;l 
catholic faith. However profligate and aban- namely, that it never more evidentlyappear-. 
doned before his election, he was suddenly ed, than in the ti'me of Vigilius, that the boat 
after it indued with every virlue. that could of SI.. Peter was immediately sleered either 
be required in the successor of St. Peter, in by that apostle, or by him, whose vicar he 
the vicar of Christ upon earth; it being the was; since he, who then sat at the h('lm, was 
peculiar privilege of the apostolic see, to either asleep, though the wind was boisterous, 
change even wicked men, who are raised to or, if he watched, it was only to consult his 
it, immediately into saints, "Quos iniquos own safety, without any concern aoout that 
accepit, solet max reddere sanctos."3 A valu- of the vessel.3 And indeed, that such was 
able privilege indeed! but, very unfortunate- his true character, sufficiently appears from 
ly, the quite contrary has happened; for some his whole conduct. HowC\'er, in process of 
who had good characters when raised to that time, a place was allowed him in some 
see, have become very bad men after their martyrologies;4 and he was once honored by 
exaltation, by a natural effect of the pride and several churches as a saint and a martyr. 
ambition attending great power. Among the Hut he has been long since unsainted; and 
other eminent virtues of pope Vigilius, the Baronius himself has not thought him worthy 
annalist admires and extols his firmness and of a place in the Roman calendar. 
constancy, even in the dispute about the 

PELAGIDS, FIFTY-NINTH BISHOP OF ROME. 

[JUSTINIAN.] 

[Year of Christ, 555.] Vigilius was ~uc-' the son of one John, formerly vicar to t~e 
ceeded by Pelagius, a native of Rome, and. prrefectus prretorio.5 He was first employed 

'Bar. ad ann. 540. n. 5. o Idem. ibid. n. 7. j by S!lvcrius, ~nd sent by that p?pe to Co~­
(0) Baroniu. tells us etsewhere,.th.t Vieilius wa., I stantInople, With the character of hiS arocn­

by the sacred laws of !he church,. Incapable of being, sarius or nuncio; but betraying him in the 
ever preferred to the epIscopal dlgmty; and that, when; , • I dis' 
he was proposed by Belisarius to the people and clergy mann:, ,ve ha' e re ate abovp-, he seconded 
of Rome, Ihey could not Ihink, without horror, ofylar- the Wicked attempt of VlglllllS, the usurper 
Ing on I.he throne of SL Peter a !Ilan 811l1led Wllh so of his see. In the famous disllllte concprn­
many erunes, anathematized hy Ins holy predecessor, 
and excluded hy the canons from every preferment in i 
the church. (Bnr. ad ann. 540. JI. i.) If so, how could I 
his election ever he lawful, an ele{'tion made in rlefiaTlfe I 
of the sacred laws and canons of t he chllrf'h 1 And how. 
~ould Baroniuf'i TJTf~tend it was Ulude bv the inspiration' 
of the Holv Chost 1 . 

I Bar. aJ ann. 540. n. I~. 

1 Bar. ad ann. !)53. JI. 235. 
~ Bar. ad Run. 555. n. J. 
31flelli. ThieL 
oil ClIlenli. Vet. Tre7ir. 31. Janllar. 
r Lih. Pont. 
(. Hee p. :H~, note (*) 
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l.'hP cnql('ror ~rnrnj~f:~ to rai~e ~){~lal!iul'\ ~() ,tlH' papal cli!:nlity. Thp t.l('npl/~ inf'./pail of chno!l;jn~ him, Flcpnrate 
Ih(,IlJ~('h'I''' jr"HI 11I~ 4"<lTIlIIIUIlIIIII. II(~,~ JIII'gally l"iIIlH'!I: ;llld ordaulf'tl. 1If' recurs tothe emperor, who 811p­
porI": hilI! III,!!'''' u,.'lrpa 1,1011 N ".1:~1·:-; pr" '"iI i.l:: (:11 T hI' ",01111 il Y a THI ,!'\('I"!.':Y ,to ar k lloWlt~rll!C him for tiJeir his hop. 
pt'la~:l1l.'" ,,-rll(',., III lh(~ In,.,hop:.; 0/ 1 U,.,C;\IIY, III I;[\',)T nl 1111: ('(1\1111'11 ;-l' (~ar (Jf C;hri:-:t, [):Jti.] _____ _ 

;;~-tl"; ;'il;~,:.: '~I~al)l~~S," i)I;~;(jj;;'~0d t~-Vi- I;llt,tiJ,: p"~I)T;' ~rR~;n-;' I;ighly provoked 
gin".s ill all his ehallg('s, comiellillillg or ap- at his thllS obtrllding himself upon them, to 
proving thos" "rllclt's as tb.: p"pe cnndt'lllJH'd sho"- th"ir r<'s"lltlllent, separated themselves 
or apl'rol'ed t.hem. \Vith him Ite w;]s hanish- aneW frolll his eOllllllunion, declaring that, as 
cd fur rejecting the firth council; but rpeant- he waS not "keted by them, but had, by an 
jll~, whell thc, pope . rcca~)ted, he was with I open bn'aeh of the canons, and against their 
him released fWln IllS eXile, and rpcalled to I consent, stelzcd on the see, they would never 
Constantinople. IIe attend"d Vigil ius on his acknowlpdgc him for their lawful bishop. In 
return frum the imperial city; and, tlte pope these circuillstances Pelagius had no other 
dying ill the island of Sicily, he hastened to reSOllrce but to recur to the emperor; and to 
Rome, the elllperor having pron'is"d to raise him he applied, without delay, acquainting 
him to that see, if he survived Vigilius, upon him with his unhappy situation, and ascribing 
his engaging to cause the fifth council to be the hatred, which the Romans bore him, to 
universally received in the west. BlIt, arriving his having approved the late council, and 
at Rome, he found both the people and clergy joined the eastern bishops in condemning the 
incensed against him, to such a degree, on "three chapters." He renewed, On that 00-

acCollnt of his having approved the last con- casion, the promise he had made of causing 
stitulion of Vigilius, that, insteau of choosing the fifth council to be universally received in 
him for thr,ir bishop, they all separated them- the west: and there wanted no more to engage 
selves, with one consent, from his comrtlU- the emperor in his favor, who not only COil firm­
nion. Pelagills, however, knowing he had cd him, withoGt <lily further inquiry, but wrote 
the emperor On his side, resolved to cause to Narses, who, having completed the reduc­
himself to be ordained in defiance of the tion of Italy, governed that country with an 
canons, as well as the electors.(") absolute sway, commanding him to support 

Having therefore applied to tbe bishops, the new pope with all his interest and power. 
without consulting either tbe people or the In conlpiiance with the emperor's command, 
clergy, he prcl'ailed upon two, .Tohn of Pe- N a rses spared no pains to reconcile the people 
Tilsia, and Bonus of Ferentinum, to perform of Rome with their bishop, and succeeded 
the function: hut, to the everlasting; ,glory of therein so far as to gain over, in a'very short 
the Italian prelates, a third could not be found time, the greater part of the nobility and clergy. 
in allltaly, who would be any ways concern- Their ackllowledgin~ Pelagius for their law­
ed ill so illegal an ordination. In his room ful bishop was llrged against those who did 
therefore "-as substituted, by a new breach of not, as a "',,-fill election; so that, Narses in­
the car.ons,(t) one Andrew, a preshyter of lerposillg-Itis allthority, they were, in the eud, 
Ostia:(:j:) and by the above-mentioned bishops, all prevailed upon to acquiesce. I 
and that presbyter, was Pelagius ordained Pelag-ius, finding himself noW in the quiet 
bishop of Ilome. '(§) possession of his see, undertook, with great 

zeal, the work ,,-hicb the emperor, to whom 
(*) The canons of several ("ouncils forhirl <l hi~h()p alone he "'as indebted for his dignity~ had so 

to he ohtrlld('ct on rbe rf'n[llt~, against ttwir c·onsent. 
(t) TIlt' rflullcii of Nice reqUIres all lilt! ili51l()P~ of much nt heart. As the bishops of '-ruscany 

the pro\'illcP to a:-::-:i~t at the ordillation of a Jlew bi~hop. were the nearest to Rome, and the most of an 
nl\tadd~,irlh('vcaIITlOlallc()nv(>Jlientl\'altellrl.thr('e· d . h fh-
t'h:lll be !,\lttil'ii~·lIt. provided tht~ wetrop(llilan, ;11111 !lIe 1ncense ag?llnst t e pope, on account 0 IS 
rc~t. f',{'lId 1i1f'ir t'OllJ'if'nt in writill,!!, (II) Ordination receivin!S the fifth council, having, on that 

J;~(:~\I,~I~]e~'a~? 1~~~\'I;lrr::l:~~1:::,~~;e()~"1;~'a~!~'/~~~>l]I~~;::~~~~~ score, even erased his name OLlt of the dip-
hot II LIlt, Or('lailliu!! hi=-hojl, alld 111P ordailJi'(l, tn he dt'- tyehs; to thpln he wrote, in the first place, 
pll~cd :(b) and Itll~ ((\I1IH'il of Hi('z act naIl\' d('I)()S(~d allf'gitlg several aq:.!,'uments to convin(~e them, 
ArIlH'lllarill:", IIf'call=-t~ he h:ul Bot Iwell nr~l:ll1l('(1 lIy that the con:-:titLltion of ViQ'. ilius, condcrnning 
Ihrl~e !)i"'ll(lp~,«(,) Thr f:ltlJ{'r~ of lIla! :~~"'f~Jtlld\' eVen " 
S~~('1l1 to ll;\\'l' lookf'd upon such an onliT1:11i,lIl a~ 1I1ll!: the" thre(~ rhapters." \Vas 110 ways derogatory 
I. Ordill;lliIlP('III," say tllt'Y. "qll:lIll ('(l!l(ln('~ irrilam to the oecTrr:s or faith of Chalcedon. He 
(ldi.niIJTl1. 1\(~~ qnlHllle v;tf11;tndam I'~~e ('l'll,';;llinltl,,; adds~ that the (11)()stolic sees had al1 received 
in fl"a, rlra'li'rmi~~;l trilllH pr.:1~~t'nli;l. &c. prnr:,:]o;; 111i1il, 
fltlild (':li,.c'opl1l1l fa('cret. m:tcn!'lllll PS1,"(ri) Hnl il that cons'li111tioll; and, consequenl]y, that 
III 11 ... 1 ht' ;,110\\"\'(1. Ihat ordination, 11lnll!!h pnf()rllll'd sneh as did nfl1 rp('PivC:' it., ought to be deelned 
h,\'I\\'(1 hi"hnp~ only. or e\'cll by one, wa~ llever ilCPUl- s('hislll:t1ir~ ~ tlH' church being' founded, ac .. 
ed lIIlII by II\(> chureh, <.> 

(u) ('till. 0i('('n. call. 4, eordillg t() ~t. Austin, on the apostolic sees, 

i~? ;:;111\1_, 1\1,;:,~,:~I~~t\:~~_1.can. 21. (rJ) Cnn. H"jf'TI, ihid, and 11w 111111". so tnlleh recomlnen(h~d by the 
(t) 'I'll" !li"lJopnf HOllie w~,;. frollllhp (~:II'lj('q lill]l'';, {(tIllers. ('()!];iS1ill'f in th8 union of t.he other 

a" III' qill i_"'. t'lIn';I'rr:llpd hv tlw of (l:-;Iia, ('hurf'lH~s wirh t)1i~JTl.2 pp}agills does not pre .. 
Bill 11l1' jlrl'~"nl hi"llnp of TlPlf city (If','1 In Cflll- 11'11<1. ,-,:0::; WP In,I\, c,h.-::rTV8 here hy thp \vay, 
~~('n,lT(' Ill::': ~~·I~~II~~ITf'I]~_;;b:;~~~~~·{fl)li;II~~:d:"l\),\lrdl. ril;'fl~\'_I;:'~ 'tl](' c],I)[(,1I to h~\yp heen foundf'd on the spe 

III Ilrlll!!:J :.m,:--JI\'ln. ;11 1(':\~1. flo:n 'or H(ll})I' <ll(l!)('~ !lor that SCt~ alone t.o hA the 
(r'111l 111<'1)('1' \\':1~ hroughl <l1'('nrdill1-'l\' the I 

III i"Ii"d pr,'~h\ 1,'r, - " di-:lIITf'. il I>' lP;lld"!,:,1. fr(1111 hi!' 1f'll!'r to 1I1!~ hishop!, of 
'1 .\11:1",1, J':iltll,l!h, TII"(':II~\-, d;'lf'd 111i' 1;-,i1) of Ft·IlJ'llary. :i:di, Ihill hI: \\'a~ 

11 ;1 ','I ': I" t'H'1J1 Iii..: f'pilaph, (II) :11111 i::: a~>rl'('d nll 11]!,11 ; :111,] f'OTl::j'qll('/lll~'. 111:1! if IH' \\'a~ flrtiailll'ti 
:11 1 hlTld~, Ib'!1 h,' "'H~ f'ril:lilll'd "II II!!' I illi!1( :'I:rl!, ''II Ill' ]11,il' it \\'a~(llIlh(' 11th n(ApIIl oCtile 
JI.,- 1'1 ill' f-'''!II'rr' i Ilf \\'1111 h tll,'n' ]1:1:-: 1)('1'11 :-"111,' 'r' \ ":! I, 

(,)) .\;11111 H.lr :tllll, ~:),:. p. -l~j·1. ,,: fl.;!1 J"1I11 'J Pclag, {'po G, 
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The firth cOllucil rejcrtcd by allllo~t all tile "'e~!f'rll IJi::IIlIP:'., }'elaC"ill~ H"flle:-iJ. (-iJcuJar idler. atldri::,~:;e(-I-~ 
whole church. Ht: 8trJ\'eS \rJ .~l!r lip .'\ar~cs a~aill:O[ Ill,; dJ:'H.!IJlII1"; liI:"II"p~., 'nLl~ ):rt:at lllude/atIO!! of that 
g~nt.;ral. The pope CXilOII!:Illlll1 all(~\\' to Il~C ton(: ,lIltl \"j"It;IICt'; Illlt JII V"IJl. 

--- --- ---- ... _------- ---. ----- ---- . ---------------------
centre of unity. He closes his letter with a could not r",lr<lill, or iJrilig to a s('lIsn of their 
confession of faith, declaring, that he w- duty. Narsl's, lhou;.!:h a great warrior, was a 
ceives the first four councils, with the doc- Ina II of a mild' dlSI'OSIlillll, of g'reat tnodera_ 
trine contained in the letter of Leo; alld" tion, and, ill matters of rr:iig-ion, uttl"ly averse 
laying before them the evils attending a to I'c,"ccutioll alld vi"I"lIce. Ullwillillg there_ 
schism, or misunderstanding, among the pre- , fore to eXI"t his authority, he strove, uy gentle 
lates of the church, he advises them, if they: methods, by f'ntreaties and persuasion;"to gain' 
still question the orthodoxy of his faith, to 'oyer the Italian bishops, who were subjects 
send some of their brethren to Rome, assuring I of the empire. This lIlethod of acting was 
them, they will be thus fully satisfied, that: agreeable to the temper of the general, but 
his fatth and theirs is one and the same. I I not of the bishop; ,,-ho, finding it was not 
The answer of the Tusean bishops to this i attended with the wished for Sllecess, wrole 
letter, if they returned any, has not reached I anew to Narses, encouraging hilll to change 
om times. But from history it appears, that, I his conduct, and employ sOlile l\!urc effectual 
apprehending the decree of the fifth council, , means than entreaties and persuasion, to brinO' 
condemning the" three chapters," to be in- : to reason the public disturbers of tl", tran: 
consistent with the faith of Chalcedon, they, quillity of the empirp. "Be not alarmed," 
continued for many years separated from the says he, "at the idle talk of some, cryingollt 
bishops of Rome, who received it. ! against perseclltion, and reproaching the 

It was not only by the bishops of Tuscany ~ church, as if she delighted in cruelty, when 
that the fifth council was rejected, though, sll(> punishes evil with wholesome severities, 
approved by the Roman church, and the pope. ; or procures the sal vation of souls. He alone' , 
Those too of Liguria and Venetia in Italy, I pprsccutes, who forces to evil: bUl to restrain 
the bishops of Illyricllm, Gaul, Spain, and lIlen frolll ooing evil, or to punish them be.; 
even of Ireland, declared loudly against the cause tll<'y ha\'e done it, is not persecution, or 
decree of that assembly; nay, the Italian cruelty, but love of mankind. Now that 
bishops, and likewise the Irish, censnring schism, or a separation frolll the apostolic 
the conduct of the pope, in the sharpest terms, sees, is an evil, no man can deny; and that 
as if he had betrayed the faith, to engage the schismatics Illayand ought to lw punished, 
emperor in his favor, in case of a vacancy, even by the secular power, is manifest botf! 
separated themselves from his communion." from the canolls of the church, and the scrip­
As for the bishops of Africa, they had, with tl1ft'." In what part of the seripture it is 
one consent, renounced the communion of said,thatthosewhoseparnte theillselvesfrom 
Rome, ever since the year 550, when they the apostolic sees, lTIay and ought to be punish­
excommunicated Vigilius, for condemning the pd hy the secular power, tl", pope did not 
"three chapters," by IllS famous jndicatum. 3 think fit to let ns know. He closes his letter 

Pelagius,finding himself thus ahandoned with f'xhortin[ Xarses to cause till' heads of 
by almost all the bishops in the west, as if the schism to IJP apprehended, and sent, under 
he had condemned doctrines, which the coun- a stron;.!: guaro, to Constantinople; assuring 
cil of Chalcedon had defined, to remove that him, tll'lt he need not scruple to me violpnce, 
suspicion, wrote a circular letter, addressed if it Illay be so calico, in the present case, 
to the whole church, solemnly declaring, that seeing the civil power is allow('d, nay, and 
he approved the first four oecnmenicarcoun- reqlliwJ by the canons, not only to apprehend, 
cils; that he held thp doctrine whieh thev but to send ililO exile, nnd confine to paip.ful 
had defined; anathematized all, who had pri"lllS, those wlto, dissenting froill their 
been anathematized hy them; and received br('tlm,n, distllfiJ the tranquillity oC tlleclturch.1 

those whom they received; namply, the two Mi;.!:ht not the Arians, the Nestorians, and 
catholic bishops Theodoret and Ibas.' Dut tlte Eutycllians, have justified, by the same 
thts declaratIOn, however solemn, oid l,ot principles, alld n,ethod of reasolling. used 
satisfy the dissenting bishops. TIlE)' still here by the 1'''1''', all the erlleltics they prac­
continued to defend the" three cn"pters," tiSI'd on tl,e "'Itlwlics, when they prevailed, 
anathematizing, as betrayers of the faith of, nnd had th,' civil power on tl",ir sidrd 
Chalcedon, all who presumed. or should ever: Nars!'s \\'a8 lin less desirous than the pope, 
presume, to condemn tl}pm. The pope, therr:- of secing an elid pllt to the S(,.his\lI, br'ing- well 
fore, finding he could by no other means ovC'r- appriseri, that .TlIslini'lI' 1,,](1 notilillg more at 
come the obstinacy of the refractory and heart., and that his .. n"cting it wOllld riYet him 
schismatic bishops, as he styled thetn, re- forev!'r ill till' elllp,'ror's forever. 1J0wever~ 

solved, in the end, to T('cur to the s(-,(,1l1(lf ill~{.(olld of hf'arl"Tllill'r tl} flw Sl)(rrrestions of 
power; alld accordingly wfote several Y!'fy tIll: pop.', hl' qill JHlfs~led his f()f1~~r conduct; 
pressin~ jpttprs: to N;1r~f'S. recomll1ending- to (w,lill~2: 1 Ilf'fei 11 morn lik(~ a hi~lj()p tl1,\Jl a 50]­

that g(,lIeral the unity of th" ehllrch. alld "x- <ii,'r. wl,il,' t'\1' hi,h"p 'letl'd III'Jf" 111,e a sol­
horting hllll to n~strain, iJy his t111t\lOrity. t.hos(~ dil'r til;111 a ]lishoJl. ~()IJle hi.sJlOps {Jj"'f'llscany, 

\vhorn the al1th(lrity of St. Peter, and his $(>(', and S()[Jl(' (If" J ,i!.!lJri;'l~ ,,·(\rt'~ iII {ll(' ('Ilil. pre-
------- v<lil/,d ll]lllli I)} ~\';lfSt·S 10 rCfl('\ .... t\j(·j] CUJ1lmu-

J Pelag". ('p. G. 2 (~tf':.!. :\1:l:! I 2. (·pid. c. :~(i 

J 8~c p. ::l~{). , l'dag. ('JI :-. , l'cI:i!-'. l'p. 3. 
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Sonic ili:-:llI'ps W'f:-'llarlf'l! by :\ar~{'.c; 10 renew l1itdr Cl)lIllllll11i\~n with HOIIH' TIll' hisll(lp~ of !,,:ri:l :trak 

111l'11I,~t 1'.'(·,.: fr'\I,1 Ill,' {,Ol(lllllllli"11 of the fI~lpe, and e:\coJlj/llllllicat~~ ?\ar~l:s ;-lYear (If ('!lri-':l. 
,a1-:,':, 111:'11\'(' all ('I,liI('11111111~' ut"sllrring- h1l11 lip illl('\V agaill:-:lllj(~IIl, Clllld('II~'rf, kill:! (If III(~ I' 
lIlt' f!:til ill" III ; \\ !t,) !-'t.'!lds tu the king- an alllpk cullr ... ·~:-'i(JlI (If !tis 1:lilli. 8e\'t~ral oilier i,;,kf,; 
ill dilL'fl'nt y,-a".. 1'1·!;t;:ill:-'. 

~i{~n ~\'Illl nOllli'~ hllt could hy no lncans bt~-~~~h~I;--I;pople 1- l~~t r(~~\!)('rill~ his 
prrslI<llJc.d til n'c"i"e till' !if1.h cOllneil, and own illeg-al ordination, or tlllllkinC(' N;lfSPS 
conde"lll tile: "tl"",. cilapler"," condemned, as did not remember it, he had even the <lSSllr<1I1ce 
(hpy said, by the predecessor of Peiagius, and to tell that general, it was incuillbent lIpon 
Pelagills himself, llIerely to gratify the em- him to see that the customs and laws of the 
peror, and ;edecm themselves from exile, and I church were as punetually complied with as 
the hardslnps they suffered. As for the bi- those of the empif{', and to punish all who 
shops of Istria, having assembled auollt this presuilled to transgress them within the 
time. a cOllncil in Aquile~, at which presided bounds of his jnri:,diction: that the bishops 
l'auhnus bIshop of that CIty, they declared all of Aquilea and ~1i1an were both guilty of a 
to a man in favor of the" three chapters," notOrIOllS transg-ression of the said laws; 
rejected the council which had condemned which he cannot connive at, without bet.raying 
tbem, ~rparatrd themselves from the commu- the trust reposed in him by the most religious 
nion of the pope, and, at the same time, ex- emperor; nor, in so flagrant a case, do less 
commlJrllcaled Narses for concurring with him, than remove both bishops from their sees, and 
and slrivillg' to establish a faith different from sf\TId them prisoners to Constantinople,' Thus 
that which was established at Chalcedon. Pelagius; but yet the two hishops kept pos­
Of this l'eiagills was no sooner informed, than session of their sees to the day of their death. 
he wrote anew to Narses, exhorting him to And tfIlly, had Narses been persuaded by the 
reveng-c the affront, which the schismatics pope, that it was incumbent upon him to pro­
had o[fpf<'d to him, and, in him, to the em- ceed, with so much severity, against those 
peror, ,,,bolO he represented. To deter others who presumed to transgress the cnstoms and 
from attempts of tbe like nature, and teach laws of the church within the bounds of his 
them the r"speet that is due to the see of the jurisdiction, he must have be::;un with his 
primp, apostll', and the majesty of the empire, ' holiness himself, whom he well knew to be 
he advisl$ Narses to send Paulinus prisoner I the most notorious transgressor of all. 
to Constantinople, to drive all the rest from I In the mean time a report being spread all 
their sees, and banish them the province. He· over Gaul, that the pope, by approving the 
complains of l'aulin115 in particular, not only' fifIh council, condemned the doctrine which 
as a schismatic, but as one, who, having been. had been defined and pstahlished in the coun­
undllly ordained, ought not to he looked npon, I cil of Chalcedon. Chilopbert, king of the 
nor ou~ht to be treated, as a lawful hishop, Franks, dispatched one HufIinns to Rome, to 
hut as 'lll int.ruder. "Bv a custom, says he, ; acquaint Pelagins with that report, and, at tho 
which has Inn,!! obtained, tiI" bishops of Aqui- same time, to require a confession oj his faith. 
lea and !\lilan ordained each other: but the \Vere an embassador now sent tu Rome on 
ceremony was to be pprfnrmed in the church such an errand, he would tllPre meet with a 
of the ordailler!, that no room might be left for very indifferent reception: hut, as the popes 
the orilaillPr to claim anv superiority or juris- had not yet begun to think themselves infalli­
diction over th" other; and. at the same time, ble, Pelagins, thollg-h a man of no Ineel, spirit, 
he mi:;rht he well assured, that the person, instead of resenting it in the killg, that he 
whol1l he ortiainf'ri, was acceptable to the should have thus qu"estioned the orthodoxy of 
people. This cilstom, continues the pope, his faith, received his embassador with un­
was not ohserved in the ordi nation of Pauli· common marks of respect and esh~em; and. 
nllS, the pretpnded hishop of Aquilea. He in compliance with his demand, drew IIp. 
was not ordained in his own church, but in sig-ned, and sent into Gaul, an ample confes­
tiIal of Milan; and then'fore must not be sion of his faith, solemnly declaring, that he 
looked upon as a lawful hishop, btlt only as not only receivpd, but was ready to defend; 
a1\ intruder, and an nsnrp8r.'" \Vhat the even at the expense of his life, the holy faith 
pOP" llIYe.S here against the ordination of Pan- of Chalceilon; Ihat he anathematized all who) 
!illns, I~ight have been unanswerably urged i did not hold the same faith, as well as the 
"gainst his own. If the bishop of Aqnilea ' doctrine containe,il in the letter of Leo; and 
Was to he l""ked Ilpon only as an intruder: that nothing had been definpd in the fifth coun­
and an lI'"'lwr, hp~'1I1SP tile abovc-mpntioned , cil, bllt wh"at was entirely a~r8pahle to that 
ClIsl"lIl W;1' nnt ()IJ'I~,,'ed in his ordination, I faith an,l doctrine.2 This confl'ssion the king 
olIghtll"t 1'1'1;,,,ills l,im',,·l1', with much more! imnwdiatclv communicated to th8 Callican 
reason. II' ha\"('-lwl'li looked upon as an intrn- hishops. ilut they, not satisfied with it, still 
dcr ;111'1 ;11l """per. silcill,l'; he, had been or- continued, in spite of the pOI'I"S rcpealed pro· 
oalnl'd ('()tItr;~r\' to a more l1nclent cnstom, a t<~station5, to defend the" three ('ll:lplers;" 
CUstOI1l "qahli:shP<1 :md strictly enjoined by and it was not till,many years al"!lr,hat the 
an f:Xp]"!'~s ('JllOfl of the most revered cOlln~il fifth eon neil wa~ unIversally f('('(,JVI_'d In Caul. 
that P\",'r ,,"a' IlI'ld in the church;2 nay, and i Se"eral other letters, or fra~:JI('lIts Ill' 1"lters, 
ag'ainsl the cons(,lIt and declared will of the have rcacllt,d our times, written, in difrerent 

I P(:la~. I'll ~" !:2 Sec Hote (*) p. 3iI. 
2 G 

!) PeJag. ('p. 10. 
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})elagiI18 dies :-Ycar of CIHist, :-J()O .. 1uhll III. cll(l~(~ll, af1<'r a vacancy of (niH lIionths. \\-bat (J~ 
tlw~(~ long vacanrws. 

y";;r~, b y l'd;~!.;i us -t;-Nars('s, to c-l,il~lel>ert-;---'l~'-i-;;-lptl('-r, an.'f-;;;-;;;-t~"~;,~;·,~Jn~ 

10 ~al>allcill:; of Aries, and others. In olle to building of new churchns, which the pope will 
Sauaucius, hI) appoints that prelate his vicar, not allow to be built on groLlnd whme any 
vesting- him with the metropolitan jnrisdictton, person whattever has been buried, seem to have 
not only ov"r the provinc"s that were subject been written in 558, and 1Il0st authors suppose 
to Childehert, but all Gau!.' In his lelters to i Pelagius to have died the following' year. 
Narses, he cOlIlplair,s of several bishops,! But from his epitaph it appears, that he 
wbom he cbarges wilh incest, with murder, I governed the Roman church lour years, ten 
with adultery, and other heinous crimes,' months, and eighteen days;' and, cOllsequeqt_ 
which, he says, it is the duty of the civil i Iy, as he was ordained on the eleventh of 
magistrate to punish, since the church could' April 555,2 that his death must have happen_ 
not, with all the severity such enormities de- I ed on the first of March 560. He had the 
served. 2 In another letter he acquaints the mortification to see the authority of the Homan 
person to whom he writes, that th" people of ' church universally disregarded, and brought to 
Syracuse, which see was immerliately subject the' lowest ebb, even in the west, the bishops 
to that of Rome, having chosen one for their of Gaul, Spain, Africa, Ireland and Italy, con­
bishop, who was married, and had children, tinuing, in spite of all his efforts, of his re­
he had refused to ordain him; but finding the peated protestations, and decisions, to con­
people, after they had heen a whole year with-: demn and reject a council, which he had ap­
out a bishop, were still determined to choose I proved and received; nay. and to suspect the 
no other, be had, in the end, thought it advise- i orthodoxy of his faith, because he received 
ahl(O to ordain the person, whom they had I it.3(*) Pelagius is said, in the pontificals, to 
chosen; but it was upon condition that he' have died when he had just laid the founda­
should not misapply the goods of the church, tion of the famous church in Home, dedicated 
nor bequeath the least share of tbem, at his to the two apostles St. Philip and St. James. 
death, to his wife, or his children." 

JOHN III., SIXTIETH BISHOP OF ROME. 

[J VSTINIAN, JUSTIN the younger. J 

[Year of Christ, 560.J Pelagius being pie; which, in those times, could seldom be 
dead, John, the third of that name, the son of done till several months after the election, on 
Anastasius, a person of no small distinction account of the irmptions of the barbarians, 
in Rome, was chosen to succeed him, and and the wars in Italy. In the mean time the 
ordaincG on the 18th of Julv, which, in 560, archpriest, the archdeacon, and the primice­
fell on a Sunday, after the see had been va- rius, or chief of the notaries, sllpplying the 
cant four mont hs, and seventeen r!ays .. These room of the pope, transacter! all business, and 
long vacancies are ascribed, by somc, to the disposed of the revenues of the sec, as they 
intrigues of the candidates, or pretenders to: thought fit. It was their province to acquaint 
the papal dig-nity. But what seems chiefly I the emperor, the exarch, the jlld~es, and like­
to have Occ:ls,onerl them, was. that the elect, wise the bishop of Ravenna, with tite decease 
by what numner soever elected. could not be I of the pope, as soon as it happene,l, and af­
ordained till his election was approved and terwards with the election of his Siwressor; 
confirmed by the emperor; so that the empe- nor did they resign their charI'''' till they re­
ror was to be acguainted with the election, ceived the imperial decree confirming- the 
was to tssue a decree confirming- it, and that election. Their thus waitin~ ,ill the will of 
decree was to be sent to the exarch of Raven­
na,(*) and notified by him to the Roman peo- title was adopted hy the S\l('cp~:-;nrs of Longilllls. \\'ho, 

re~i(liTl!!", as lie l1a;l aone, at H:n'Cl!lla, \\'(~r(' thence 
----- styled exarctll~s of Ravt'l1lltl. Tlwr £'()\'nlwli Italy 

1 P('la~. (~p. 1;'), ~ Idem, (lflist. 4. ,vith an ails/dllte authority, plarilll! ;-lJld di:-:pbeing- rhe 
31-14'111, ('p. Ii. et frag. 1 .. toll1. 5. Conei!. p. 805. (l\lke~ at lileir pl(~a;';l:rt~; :111(\ tn them the jI('()pll~ h:ld 
4 Lill. P(llltif. rr"(Hlr~(~ in all malkr,: of nHHIH~1I1. Till'\' 111:llnlained 
OJ Tile pro\'ill(,(':~ of Italy had, p.vcr !',illce the time tile p()w(~r and authori!\' of till' f'llIpernr; ill It:!!v for 

of COil ~! :1 !II j lJ I' 1 Jl(~ C rl~a', [)el~n g-()\'enl(~d lIy ('nl'~U J a res t lit! ~ pac~~ 0 f Oll(~ hlllld fl;d a 11.1 t' j '..' III \' -I Jlrt'(~ \'(':) f:-: t. lia t 
("Hrl'ctorl',":;. a)l,j Pr;!':O-;ld(·;':.Tlnalt(!ralioll ill tilp1!OVf'rn- ,i;.:, fr()1ll tile year 51iS, ,,'Iwlt LO/l~iilll.~ \\-a;.:· ;':t~!lt infO­
JnI~lll 11:!\'ill'! h("'11 In:ldl' t'ilhl!f' by tIl(' 1~lllrWr()r;.: \\'hoi lhat ("()l!lltry,"n 11](: YI~af ";":>1, ",lu'l! EI1I\·dliu:-.llw laf:t 
~I!c{'('(~d('d ('IlII;.:I;llllilH', or Ii.\' Ille kill~~ of Ilw (;1)111:-;.1 t'Aarrh, \\'a~ tiriv(',,' 0111, and Ha\·('IlJl:l·\\,;t;.: t:lkt'n lIy 
]1111 lilt, (;oltl::' tWIll:': dl"l\·(~.n 0111 hy :'\ar~e;.:. and all Italy. A . ..:llllplnl;':. kill!! of 11)(' LIJlulJard:-. it.':i Wi' 1'11;\11 llav~ oc-
11llilt'd all~'\\" 1() I!I!~ t'llljllr('. LO!l~illll:::. \\'hn "';1:0: ~(,l1t, c;l;.:ioll tn rl'lak h(~r(';\flt'J 

to .<:.11('(·('!,<1 thaI !-.,q'tH'f:ll, ;':llPPfC:-.';':(.'d.'.lle a1H:i('lIt lila!!.];.: .. I' 1,'\1.111(1 Bar. nil A.JIIi. 5 . .'"J!1. p. 'l!H. 
lr;lk:--;; ;(~HL ill 1111'If fl)(lIll, pla('('d, ill ('adl eily (If ~ Sf'(' p. :fil, IlO\(' (0) 31.ih. P(\l\lif. 

110\11' a '.'()\'I·rll(\l- WI}!)!11 I,,· di"1111~'\II ... !){'d willl1!w IIT](' ( ... ) nid IIIIJ;':" hi..:iI1)p ... ]wji('\·,· illrdilitli,' J It is 
of (.lllkl" I,"I\' h!ll,:--:(·lf. Ilf' :1!"~IIIII('d 1 Ill' lilll' of (''\:lrril.' ('vid('lll t!w\,ditlllnl; II'll. did /H' Ili!ll~('lr: t:i;.:e 

\\'hll'll \\-;!" :.'1\"'11 il]!" (;r(·,·I,:--: I,) 1)11):-4' \\ ito prt',..:idt·d Ill' \\"oilid 11;)] 11:\\'1' 1':111,'(1. IIJ:I\' w('11 !-1\]ljJO;':i~, 10 

1I\'('r:\ di(I"t·~I·. C(>lI.~,'qll(~llrly. n\'t,r Ilw !ll:lll~' [11"01- pl":ld tIl:!! Jlff'r()!~:I!i\"t', 01 711 1'·;l:-1. 1:1 lJWIIIJtlJ] ii, fill so 
'tine!'" o( \\'1J1dl 1)11' ,jJ(j( (';-i(' \\"a~ (,(JltlpO!.,,:('d TIll" :-;\Jll('. lJf!.'\'t!1 ;111 (H'I ;!:--:IOII. 



JO!I~ IlL] OR BISHOPS OF RO)fE. 3i5 
----- ._------ -- -

,"'hdhef fll!~ papal di;.mity he cnnferrcll hy Uti election alnne. Notllill/! ler.ordcd of this pOpt~ wnrlhv ofnoti(('. 
Tile ,~",..t1'fll hj;.;hol'i III \'ariall1:e about the "clJrrlljliihility all(l ilJ(;orruvtiuility" ofllic body ul' C1Jrist. Tlle 
fir:,l ri ... w arid progret's oftlJi~ di~l'ut.c. 

tTI~~ (-~111 pprnr waR known, often occasiollcd a 
consider,,"lc delay in the ordination or eOIlSl'­

cration of lhtl pope. lltlt how long soever the 
delay was, tile el~ct did not, in the mean 
lime, exercise any authority as true and law­
ful pope, nor was I", looked upon as such, 
but still yielded tl18 first place in the church 
to the archpriest.("') Hence it appears, that 
the papal dignity, whalevpr power or juris. 
diction il imports, was not then thought to be 
conferred by pJ,'ction alone, but by election 
and CDnsecration. It was on this consideration 
that the ancient writers ha\'e not allowed a 
place, in the catalogue of the popes, to Ste­
phen, who was chosen in i82, but died before 
he eould be consecrated. But in the year 
1059, Nichola~ II. decreed, That if the pope 
could not be consecrated, he should neverthe­
less exercise his authority as true and lawful 
pope, in governing the Roman church, and dis­
posin~ of the goods of the holy see.' How­
ever it was still disputed in the 13th century, 
whether the pope had a power to issue bulls 
before his consecration j and many maintained, 
that he han no sneh power. Bnt Clement V. 
put an end to the dispute in 1:l0G, by a bull, 
forbidding, on pain of excomlliunication, any 
such question to be brought into debate;2 and 
it is now a settled point in thp schools, that 
the pope r€-ceives all papal authority from his 
election alone.( tl 

But to r('turn to the present pope. He held 
the see thirl<'cn 'if'ars, wantillg a few days; 
and yet I filld nothing- recorded of him by the 
contemporary writers, that is worthy of notice. 
In the west affairs continued in the same situ­
ation, in which his predecessor had left them, 
some bishops theTA receiving, bnt the far 
greater part continuing still to condemn, the 
fifth council, and all who received it. What 
pains the pope took to heal these divisions, to 
unite the bishops among themselves, and with 
his seE', we know not, nor in,leed whether he 
took any; for of the several letters that are 
ascribed to him, not one is allowed, by the 
learned, to be genuine. 

In the east the fifth conncil was universally 
recei ved j but yet the ecclesiastics were there 

(-t) Thus John IV. heing elected pope, while. he was 
arch(]PHcon, si,l!ncd nevertheless, in thr second place, 
and after the archpripst, the lettN. which the Roman 
cler!!\, ''''-Totc to the Scots hefore hi!1i election \'.-'as con­
firrne;i by the emperor. stylin~ himself only cleaeon. 
With the ;tcldition of eject, "Joannes Diaconus, et in 
nominf~ nei r.!(~Clus-"(a) 

(0,) Heo. 1. 2. c. 19. Epist. 15 . .:\1artini Pap. et LIb. 
diuTn. Rom. Pont. tit 1. 

I c;rntian. di:,t. 2~. can. in 1101llilll' ])(JJ/lilli. 

!l Exrrava!!. rntn. I. 5. c. 4, tit. J(1 
(t) This opinion the IIlnd(;rrl writn~ ar(' all bOllnrl to 

mainTain. and (,Oll~i~f1lleTl'ly to p1:!0: T1l\~ <thO\'c­
IlWllliolll·d ~11'pl1"TI, Ihllllrh n(,yrr ('qTl~('(ra!l'fl. in 11](~ 

Catalogllf' of I/l(~ jI()pe"; which ha~ ()(,cf\~illl\;~d a rli:,­
fi!.!rC(>lIwnl ht'IWI'('Tl 1/t('rtJ Hild Ihr: ancienl!'!, in the 
ll\"llh(~r of (hi' ~11' plll' Tj:-;, a nil 1111: maImer 'If 11 II nJhe rill!;! 
theill. For Ih!l~ ~t,'ph"n, q~'](>rl the f.:f'('()nd hy the 
an('j('nt~, is rccknTH'd til(' tllird !l)' the 1I1flr!\'rT'!'.; !Il1~ 

third i~ c:dkd (hI! fourth; aIlo. ill the ~,WI;' mafITH'r, IIII~ 
l"f':;;t to lilt: rlillth whom ttll' !llodern~ ("all tllt, "'JIll!; 
with /..'fl'at ('Ollf;lsion in JJistorv, and <':olltratlic(ioll 
arnollf' write rs. . 

too a.t variance amnJ)rr thnlIlsclvps, \yith re­
spect to anotlwr poi'~, and no less divided 
than their brethren in the west. TJ", state 
enjoyed often a settled peaep, but tile church 
scarce evPr. The point at present in dispute 
was, "\\'I",ther the body of Christ was, be­
fore he rose from the dead, corruptihle or in­
corruptible." This important question had 
occasioned, some years before, great dissen­
sions and divisions among the Eutychians, 
and even a schism in that party, some of them 
obstinately maintaining, that the body of 
Christ was, and others, no less obstinately, 
that it was lIot, suhject to corrllption. The 
question was [lrst moved, about the year 531, 
by some monks of Egypt, a set of men, who, 
indulging themselves, for want of a better 
employment, in speculations of that nature, 
took particular delight in communicating them 
to the world, and seeing the ecclesiastics as 
well as the laity engaged in disputes and 
quarrels about them. For such was the 
humor, such the temper of men in those days, 
more especially of the ecclesiastics, that every 
conceit, however absurd, however impertinent 
and idle, was looked upon by them, on ac­
count of some far-fetched deductions and con­
seq llences, as a matter of the utmost import­
ance to the faith, as tbe subject of a serious 
dispute and inquiry. And indeed what else 
bnt idlf~ conceits, but trifling, absurd, and im­
pertinent speculations, calculated only to con­
found ollr belief, and, by multiplying mys­
teries, render the Christian religion qnite un­
intelligible, was the subject of most of the 
disputes; for the determining of which, after 
they had long rent the church into irreconcil­
able parties and factions, bishops were sum­
moned, as we have often seen, from all parts 
of the Christian world, and general councils 
assembled? 

Of the rise ann progress of the present con­
troversy, the contemporary writers deliver us 
the following- account: a monk of EgJpt, re­
pairing to Severus,' the famous Entychian 
bishop of Antioch, who had been obliged to 
quit the see he had usurped, and take refuge 
in Alexandria, asked him, whether he thought 
the body of Christ was" corruptible" or "-in­
corruptible" before his resurrection. Severus 
answered, after a short pause, that the fathelS 
had all believed it "corruptible;" and th"t 
his faith was the same with theirs. The 
monk, not satisfied with that answer, being 
perhaps bimS{,lf of a different opinion, or 
wantin~ to divide the leading men of that 
party n-moni! themselves, for the good of the 
church, WI'nl. slrai~ht from Severns to Julian, 
the Enlvchian hi'hop of Halicarnassus. who 
had he,;n like\\"isc forced to abanoon his see, 
and flv into 1':"vpl, and asked him the same 
question. .T u I i,;n returned answer, that the 
fathers had all hcheved the hody of Christ to 
have been, from its conception, "incorrupt-
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