


























































































































































































































































362 TIlE HISTORY OF THE POPES, [VIGILIl!lI 

teJ the hy n UltlNt dc,;lllal-Wtl. JI!!, eXCliset: a,l it. 
Ill' HIS propo$al, Illld the IJI;;IH'I'S' HIlSWf!r. j he ("olln('11 the POIIIII!- 111 diRPUte 

willlOnl the "op('. Tile pope, ill a coullcil of Wt,,,,tt'rll lJiS}lOpfoO, iJ"-sues his conto:titution, in defellce of 
"three chupter!:<." 

continues the emperor, not sent by the council. As to the numuer of tk 
satisfied with thlls condemning the "three Latin bishops, they owned it to be small, if 
chapters," in the most anathe- compared with that of the Greeks; but added 
matized, excomlllunicated, and dpposed two that still it excef'ded the nUlTlber of the 
of his own deacons, Rustieus and Sebastianns, bishops that had yet assisted at any general 
for presuming to defend them. But his holi- council. Vigilius answered, that the Greeks 
ness, adds .J ustinian, has lately changed his were all prejudiced against the" three chap.. 
mind, and now he defends what he formerly ters," and resolved to condemn them; that 
condemned; the above-mentioned writings therefore the Ilumbers on both sides ought to 
were once, in his opinion, repugnant, but are be equal; that the present controvPTsy mia-ht 
now entirely aO"reeable, to the catholic faith. be as well determined by a small as by a 
He closes his with exhorting the bishops number of bishops, by the three patriarchs, 
assembled to examine those writincrs, and and a fourth bishop of their party on the one 
declaring, in a long confessioll of fafth, that side, and himself and three Latin bishops on 
he receives the definitions of the four preced- the other. Against that proposal the deputies 
ing councils, and with them the doctrine that remonstrated as above; namely, that thus the 
has been taught by the fathers, the holy doctors dispute would still remain undecided; that an 
of the church. l The doctrine of the fathers, assembly consisting of eight bishops only, 
and the councils, was now the only standard would not deserve the name of an oecumenical 
of the Christian faith. council; nor would their decisions be received 

The emperor's letter being read, Theodorus as the decisions of an oecumenical council; 
was ordered to withdraw; and then were read that, as to the supposed prejudice of the 
the letter of Eutychius to the pope, and his Greeks against the" three chapters," the fol­
answer, whereby he consented to the meeting lowers of Arius, Nestorius, and Eutyches, 
of the council, and promised to assist at it in might, under the like pretence, have declined 
person. As he nevertheless did not appear, assisting at the councils that condemned their 
the fathers agreed to acquaint him, by a solemn doctrine, or refused to submit to their deci­
deputation, that the council was met; and, sions. To that the pope made no reply; but 
putting him in mind of his promise, invite and promised, in the space of twenty days, to re­
even press him to concur with the rest of his turn a final answer, and aequaint the council 
brethren, in restoring the wished-for tran- with his real sentiments concerning the con­
quillity, both to the church and the state. trovened articles. l 

Pursuant to this agreement, the three patri- With this answer the deputies acquainted 
arehs of Constantinople, Alexandria, and An- the council, on the 8th of l\Jay, the day on 
tioch, with twenty metropolitans, were ap- which they met the third time; when it was 
pointed to attend the pope in the palace of unanimously resolved by all who were pre­
Placidia, and invite him to the council; the sent, that since the pope could by no means 
most honorable and solemn deputation that be prevailed upon to assist at their assembly, 
had ever before, or has ever since, been sent and catlld therein have no other view but to 
to a pope. The bishops flattered themselves, prevent them from coming to any determina­
that, by thus gratifying the pride of the pope. tion, the calise should be determined without 
tbey should more effectually induce him to him.C"') This resolution being appmved by 
comply with their request, than by any ar!!"ll- the emperor, the fathers, in the following se&­
ments they could use or allege. But Vigi- sions, held on the 9th, the 17th, and the 19th 
Jius being, or pretending to be, indisposed, of 2'Iay, examined, with great attention, the 
told them, that he was not then in a condition writings ofTheodorus of Mopsuestia, of Theo­
to assist at the council; but should let them doret against Cyril, and the letter of Ibas to 
know, the next day, what he thollght of their Maris the Persian; and, with one voice, de­
assembly. Hereupon the deputies, returning clared them to contain the" impious" and 
to the council, made their report; and the as- "execrable" doctrine of Nestorius. In the 
sel!lbly was adjourned to the next day.2 mean time Vigilills, finding he attempted in 

The following day, the 6th of May, the vain to put a stop to the proceedings of the 
council met again, when the san;e deputies council, by absenting himself from it, resolved 
were sent anew to the pope, for IllS answer; to interpose his authority, and, by openly un­
and the answer he gave them was, that he did dertaking the defence of the" three chapters," 
not ehoose to assist at a council consisting of restrain the pastern bishops from condemning 

many Grf'eks. and so small a numher of them. HavinO" therefore assembled all the 
Latin l;ishop_. The deputies replied, that it i western bishn!;';;, who WNe then al Constanti­
was he who first proposed to the emppror the' nople, sixteen besides himself, with the arch-
as,emhling of a cOllncil; that he had lately 1---------------- --
COllsented tel the of and even 1 R,'nnfi. Quint. ColI. 1. 
pJorr,Jised in \\'riting, to at it in pprRon; . (>f-)' If the p.npe,l'ap: cardinal hdTl{! in­
'nnd It "'(1S to ella llenfrc that promise they 'were : JWIl)WT HOT .-end to Ii 1I,1t· 

.0 __ _ _ _ I: 1I0d, III that Trlay alld olJl!ht 10 prOVide lor the 
- .. -----.----- --"--' ----. - ._--.------- .-- --- 1)('a I' 1..' !llid of tilt' rhllrdr willlonl him . 

• SYll. (i.uiIlL C(i11. 1. :l f;Yllod. <l.uint. ibid. ! (a) Lill. 2. (k ('(.HId!. ord. ('alh. c 2. 



VIGILIUS.] OR mSHOPS OF ROME. 363 
.---~------

Tile con:-itillilion Bent hy the pop~, to tlte elllrH~rnr, and hy the f~ltIp~~ror to the council. Read there, with toIevcral 
othE~r jlwt,;es. His jutikatllill anti constitution f,olllpan~d. 

i;;cOIl, and two deacons of the Roman church, : have here tauc;ht and decreed, we declare it 
he issued, in conjunction with tlll'lfl, a "con-I null, hy the authority of tlw apostolic see, i" 
stitution, statute, decree, definition, or defini- which, by the grace of God, we now preside. I 
tive sf'.lllr.nee," for so he styles it, deelaring 'l'his was not a privatfl instn](~ti()n, but, as 
his and their opinion concerning the prescn'l I have observed above, a constitution, a de­
controversy. V'or this~' constitution," which, cree, a dtdlnitive scntenee or jud(rmpnt, deli­
in the annals of Llaronius, takes "l' no fewer vered by the pope, speal{ing :, e; cathedra," 
than twenty-eight pages in folio, wc are indebl- as a pllhlic ulnection, in matters of faith, to 
ed to tllat writer, who copied it from a very all- the whole Christian world, "universo orbi 
cient manuscript, lodgcd in the Vatican. It is catholico;" and as sllch it was signed by the 
dated the l1th of May, 553, and addressed by pope hilllsplf, and hy nearly as many other bi­
Vigil ius, bishop, "to his most glorious and shops as were present at some sessions of the 
most clement son, Justinian. The pope begins counci I of Trent.( ") The constitution, thus 
itwith confuting and condemning, as heretical, signed, was sent by the pope to the emperor, 
blasphemolls, and repugnant to the doctrine and by the emperor, as soon as he had pe­
of the councils and the fathers, sixty propo- rused it, to the council. But Justinian, to 
sitions, taken out of the works of Theodorus oppose Vigilius to Vigilius himself, and pre­
of Mopsuestla, and condemned by the present vent the fathers of the assembly from paylllg, 
council, in their fourth session. But as to as some perhaps might, any kind of regard to 
the person of Theodorus, Vigilius declares it his judgment, however express and definitive, 
unlawful to condemn any man after his death, took care to send, at the same time, a copy 
who, not having been condemned in his liff)- of his judicatum, wherein he approved the 
time, had died in the communion of the condemnation of the" three ch~pters," and 
church. "As it is not lawful," says the pope, ,condemn8d them himself in the strongest 
"to judge persons who are dead, and are' terms; and with it copies of three other 
founll not to have been condemned while they pi8ces, to be all publicly read in the council. 
lived, we dare not condemn Theodorus of These were copies, or rather tram,lations into 
Mopsuestia, nor will we allow him to be COll- Greek, of the sentence of excommunication 
demned hy others." \Vith respect to the and deposition, which Vigilius had formerly 
second chapter, concerning the writings of prnnounced against his two deacons Rusticus 
Theodoret against Cyril, Vigilius declares, and Sebastianus, for" presuming to find fault 
that, seeing those wrilings had not been con- with the judicatum, and to defend the' three 
demned pither hy Cyril himself, or by the chapters,' condemned by the authority of the 
council of Chalcedon, to condemn them now npostolic see;" and of the two letters which 
would be " contrary and evidently repugnant he wrote on that occasion to Valentinianus 
to the judgment of that holy council ;" and of Tomi, and Aurelianus of Aries, to justify 
therefore forbids any doctrines or opinions his conduct, and convince those prelates, that, 
whate"er to be censured or annthematized by condemning the" three chapters," he had 
nnder the name of Theodoret. Concerning done nothing but what was entirely consist­
the third chapter, the letter of Ibas, the pope ent with the doctrine, and noways derogatory 
expresses himself thlls: "As the fathers of to the authority of the holy council of Chal­
Chalcedon pronounced the letter of Ibns to be cedon.2 These papers were all read in the 
orthodox, and thenee concluded his faith to seventh session, held on the 26th of May; 
be right, and truly catholic, we, following in and, at the same time, were compared the 
all things the judgment of those holy fathers, passages in the pope's judicatnm, cond!'mn­
do prOll<lUnCe, declare, and define, by this our ing the" three chapters," with others in his 
present eonstitntion, the said letter of the constitution, defending them, namely: "'\\'e 
venerable Ibas, hishop of Edessa, to be truly anathematize Theodorus, who was bishop of 
orthodox; and therefore will by no means Mopsncstia, with all his writings, and all 
condemn it ourselves, or suITer it to be con- who defend them; we dare not condemn 
demned by others." This constitution the Theodorns of Mopsuestia, nor will we allow 
pope closes with the following remarkable him to be condemned by others: we anat.he­
words: "These things heing thus settled by matize the writings of Theodore! against 
IlS, with all care, diligence, and circnmsl1Pc-
lioll, we ordain' and decree, statnimns et de- , Har. ad aTin. :i:i3.p. 427-455. 
ccrnimus, that henceforth it shall be lawful (*)" Jllvanfe den, et per ip~il1s ~ratiam, Vig-iliu!'l 

epi~cop\l" :-;anCla~ eccle!'i<'l? catholicre Ilrbis Romre huic 
for no pf'fSOn in holy orders, ho\vever digni- cOIl:-=.tilli!O J10f'trn Hllhscrip!'i. Joannes episcop!ls e('­
fif'd or di!';tinguished, to \vritp, sfH'ak, or clesiw lIlanwrullt Iluic COllstitlltn con~entiells sullscrip_ 

teac-h anythin~ touching these" thrcn chap- ~:;tll;;;l:~!:;~:~:~J~'i:.i;~~(;:II~~2;i\:2n'; ;;:~\ll~:~C~~~~(~I(;li<~l1C~~e' 
t2f5," contrary to what we have, hy (lIlr othl'r hi:";)IOjls.:I!\(1 tIw three Roman dl~aco!ls. ArnnTlg 
presC'nt constitution, taught and d(>crf'C'd ~ 11](' Iti"hllp": Waf' Valf.'lItinus of Silva C:llldida. who~c 

nor shall it be lawful for 'anv OTW, a1'1<'r tllis ~\'~\\(}'~I'J~I::(~~;~,.\II;~d()(/-r~~:;';'I\lll~::IJIII(;)r(·~~lt~J/?;i\(.::.II:~l ~\ll~.l;/l~ 
Ollr prc~wnt df'finitioTl, to mo"'ve any ql!P:-ilioll I,)wil)!..' word~: .. Za('ha~llf' episcopm: r()~~all1!' a fralre 

;-thou!. tiJem. But if any thing rf'latin!2." to 11wll1 Yall'flljllO (:pi,"('IlPll Silva: Calldidw, ip"o pra':-wJ\te, l'1 

hp said 1 donf'~ or \\,riU(:n. or shall hereaftef hp ,~;:;::«(:';l/I::'iI.I:,I" ct milJi diclallte, lJuic cOlll-itituto pro ip~o 

said~ done, Of written, contrary to \\"liJt we: -::: ~yll\Jd. qUill!. ColI. 7. 



3G4 TilE JlISTOHY OF THE POPES, 
Oiller \\-ril ill;'::-;, ~1j(l\\'ill~ (kit \'i~il!llt' Ilad ~1I1(,llllily pr~rtli...:(·d (0 ("(llldl'nl!! !hl~ "11)fl'l' (ilap:"t~." TIl(> co-~~~ii' 

(]'-',']"IIIII\:\I)(I/l o(llli' dlt-IHllI' I'llt'lf jlld;':IIl('J)t l'IJlI(,'rlllllg thl'" 1l1!I'I' I j;;~jJt('r~" III gClJeral. 
<It' lil,' ,. 1111-,',' cll'ljJl('r~" III par! II IJl:lr. • 

those of :--;l. Cyril; We LJrUld <:.lilY d(letri[I(~S funll of a SU1CIIJIl oath, \··;hiel! Vigil ins t~~k 
or opirlio[ls wliatever fo b(~ eCllsll;l~d or all(\- ill tile pfeSlJIH:e of'l'heoJnru:::> of Ca~t'arpa, and' 
titeillatiz"d u11der the n'Ull(; of TI,,:odord: we the patri(:in11 Ccthcgus, binding hilIisPif by 
anathl'lllatizc til" illlpious letter which 1),<1s, that oatl) to. anatheillatize ti,,, .. tilice chap_. 
is Said to have writtell to J\Luis, tlw i\~rsian, lers" hllllSdf, and tu cu:,!,agE, so far as In him 
as inconsistent will) the tnw Christian faith, lay, the other bisllOps to anathematize them 
and with il all who defend it, or Illaintain it as repugnant to the hlith of the catholi~ .. 
to be agreeable to the doctrillP of the catholic < church, and the cOllncil of Chaleecion. This· 
churdl; we pronounce, declare, and defme, i oath, dated the 15th of August, 550, is 
by this ollr present constitlltion, the letter of mentioned by Theophanes,l by Facundus,2 
the venerable lbas, bishop of Edessa, to be and the emperor, ill a letter, wllich he wrote 
truly orthodox; and therefore will by no on the Hth of July, 55:3, to the three patri­
means condemn it ourselves, nor suffer it to I "rd,s, and the otller bishops, charging his 
be condemned by others." holiness with a breach of the most solemn 

Baluzius, in his New Collection of Coun- oath a Christian could take.(*) 
cils, has published, from an aneicnt rnanll- On the 2d of June the cOllneil !lIet again, 
script, some other pieces, which he supposes I when, after a sUlllmary repetition of every, 
to have been likewise read in the pres(,nt ses- I lhing that had passed from their first meeting, 
sian. These are two letters frOln Vigilills on the 5th of May, till that tinlP, the fathers 
to Justinian, and to the empress Theodora, u nanimollsl y agreed to proceed, withollt farther 
wherein the pope declared that he neither delay, to a final determination, or, as they 
was, nor ever had been, a heretic, or a favorer styled it, a definitive sentence, that all men 
of heretics; and that he therefore condemned m;ght know what was truly agreeable, and 
and anathematized the impious letter of Ibas, "h'lt rqlllgnant, in the pwscnt d~lSl'ute, to the 
the writings of Theodoret against Cyril, and, ["ith of the catholic church, and the council 
the person as well as the writings of Tlreo-I of ChaJcedon. Having therefo", premised a 
dorns of :\fopsuestia. In the manuscript copy cou[ession of faith, declaring, that tllPY re­
of Iris leller to tbe empress were tlrese words: eeived tile fOllr preceding councils, and con­
"And I believe lhere is in Christ hut one rienilled both. the errors and persolls, whom. 
will, or one 0pf'fation."(") TIll'S" letters: those holy councils had eondellllled, O",y first 
were written in 547, the year Vigilius arrived I d"livered lheir judgment concerning the" three 
at Constantinople.' With them llaluzius: chapters" in general, and in the following 
had puhlished, from the same manllscript, the tenns: "\\'e anathematize the' three chap-

ters,' the defenders of the said' three chap-

ral(*2o:~~:1 :::;s~~I~!~:r:,.~·,~t(~/~}~~t!:~~~:~ ~ll~~h,v~~::i(:~ ters,' and all \vho have hitherto written, who 
"Ami J helieve," &c., to have been added hy tIle 1\10- nO\\T \,Trite, or shall write hereafter, in defence 
nothel.ilc~, maintaining. rhat there was ill Christ but of them, or preSllme to say (as Vigilills did in 
one. \\,111,~"lr one opnallOIl. JI«:rellr~Oll tlle (;n,('k and, bis constif.ution) that the impious doctrine 
Latin COplCS of the fifth counCIl bcmg caliI'd tor, alJd i .' • 
carefully cXcllllirwd, the abovc-ltIclltionerll{,!tns \\'(:r(~ they contain was approved and authoTlzcu by 
not found in the Latin; hllt it appea.red tlial Iht'Y had. I the holy fathers, and the council of Cha]ce-
been added by rhe patriarch PallL with tllf~ w(Jfd~. d " \fte this o-e eral se 1t-> e ~ tl ' 
HAnd] believe," &e-, to tlH~ (~fl'ek ('OPY. \villch \\',J':'; ,on. I r c- n '- 1 <: n ,~(, lB coun-
l?dgcct in the aHhivf's of the ]'atriarcl!:tl church (If ell proceC'ds to condemn each of the '" three 
Constantinople, Baroniuf' will have hoth !h'lSf' 11'1!('f~ ehapten;" s~vE'rally, and in particular. thus: 
to have been forged, But tll;lt OW\' W('r(' 1101, is d Cd) . . r, 
manifest from Tllt~()phall('s,(a) from Fa-clllldu:,,(u) and "If anyone e.ten s t 1e ImplOlls 1 hcooorus 
fron~ the word;;; of .Justinian" ill ili:-: Ie-I!er to the !llr('e of I\lup.supstia, and does not anathematize both 
t~~rj:~~,htl'lea~:~p:I~:~ J«:~:I~:'s~n;I:()S~! (:l;)//it r~~I(:ll;lli,~i.1.«(t~~ him, and his impious writings, let hi,n~ he ac-
loweri t,tw letters thcmse!vl;s ~o l)(' gi:llllill('; alld olliv ~Llrscd. If anyone defends tIle wTltlngs of 
mainf;lln~d the \VOf(}:;; f;~\'ofJTI~ l11e dnclfilJ{' (If Ill;' Theodoret ag-3inst Cyri], and does Ilot nllathe­
~!on(lthelltc~, not to he JlIS, hut to ha\"(~ b('l~rl n.f!er-I . tl ' i ,. I l' 1 d 
wards adrlcd to his leU/'f. And trlily I arn illdirl{'d II) rnatlze 1e Sale wntlng~, ~t lun ,Ie aeCl~rse • 
think that tl,lcy were Tint hig; hut wcn~ add{'il by Paull If allY Olle deft'nds the llnplOlls f'pls11e 01 Ibas 
~fl;;;~~I;I~~I:1t(~~\(~7~IC~; (tl~:~~~::~1~;:~I\'n~\~·e~\~~,.~~I~~II\\)(~;:\I:,)t~li~'r:= to ~l<1ris the Persian, wl;.ieh. denips (;od, to 
~('lf pfofes:';t'ri, and z('aln,l.lsly df:!{~Tl(h'd, For to al!('[ I havr l.~c('n born of the \ lrglrl ~LHy, whIch 
falsify, ,11ld iTl!rrp(11ilte t11e \,"ri!llli~c; (If ll\~' ;IJlcil:nl~: taX('S Cyril with heresy, \vhich condemns the 
and I.nake tllellr say ",ha! thc~ .. 11(>\"('[. I:" a hnly c{)uncil of EI)heSllS defends rrheodofus 
pr;Jc!lce that l)('~an 10 prevail, III tll(' e;1rli('~r ~ '. "' T .'. ".',' 

Hm(lng' the ca.lhollcs, a~ well ,as all1(),fl~ thn~i' Wl)(lllli an(,i .lllS dlS,Clple ~estonus, With thelr ImpIOUS 

~)I:lerlll~!~;~'l(/f t//.:~.I'~:~',f';Jj('D~\I~::r'f~l: ~\II~)~;~~(:';I\~~, t::il'I~\~:~I~ \\"rItlng-s ;, __ ~f a~~,~m~_.~~es nut anathematize 
nl(~t1tjon.:d 11:!kr~ (If \'j!.'ilius t(l JlI~!illial! :lIHl T!t(-'Il- I Tllf'(lph. ad ::tIlTl. Jncarn, secllnd AII:xandrin :J:HL 
nora tn Ila\'(' hel't! for;!('d; 1)l'rall~I' fhey WI'ft' nil! {lri- '1 FaclJlld, 1. ("1)lItr. ;\1uciaJI, 

ginall\' ill~I'rlt'd il! tll(::I('tsofth(~ !lOh c~ollncil,(d) HII! (>!) <, Hclj:.:i()~i~.-:iJlltl~ papa :JlltiqllitJri;-; H(lIl1il'," ~ays 

frolll '!ht'if IInl lJavilt/! orij.'lll:dly had a I,]:tr(~ Itr('n', .JII:-:lildall. ill lirat 1.,t1('r. "('11111 h:IT (,X:ltllill{I:-':-"'I, 1 (It! 
'\\-'e can oldv ('((nelutil; tlwl theY were llot fead il! that '1lrH'I' ('!J;lpt"r.-:,' \'I rOlli1(,IIIJlOIVil, i't ~ali~(acli{llH'l!1 in 
coullcil . , ,'''nlp!l:; j'xpfl"lIit talll IlJlbi::, qualll pia' H'u1ld;rliollirl 

({/) T1H~oplr. ohi Filpra, (/!) FaclIlld, uhi :;U]lfa, !11/l! 110,,\[;1'. t-\t'{j ~,! :;an,llJ),'Jl!;1 l\"nilii-
(r) s~'!' Il()j!' (>i<) IWX! ('O\IIJIJIl, lia ill jllra\'ir. lit ill ('ailt,ltl IJI'llllOllll'fI't \'!IIII1]-

(d) Haill(', ill[ \'rai II:-;<l~!, ill'!' P('n~,", r. ~, 1:11/' in c!JJI(kllJ!l:ttioIW I't ;!Jra!lwlll<l1l' pnt'li](:!(lrlJllI 
l Tlj(~(lp!J. ad ;11111. lJwarli. H'CUJld, AI!;,:lJlilrin, ;)?!l, 

Fanl!ld, I C!llIlr J\1uriall, \,J(Je H,illiZ . .:\0\'<1 Collect C(lllcii ill prwf,lL ad Acta 
(:ollcil. p, l~d(i, 



VlG1LlUS .] OR !3ISHOPS OF RO:\m. 365 
The re;l!'OIl!' oll.wldth,lhl' popc'o COTl~~iIHtion \\·a~.j..'rntlH(kd,.l'(Il~fl]lecl by ~I](~ rOllTlcil. '~'hl'!h.cr a man way 

be Oluall\(!LII:lllzpd all('r Jils d~alh. J Iieodoru ... tl! :\IIIP:-;ilt':-llil dJd llot dh! III tlie (oliIIBUlllOn 01 tit(' church, us 
til<: ]lllj)t~ 11,111 a!:'!od:rt(:d. _ 

thaI "p;,;tl,,, thllsl~ WllO ""f"ml it, and all who wrilill~·s. IIa\'ln~ thus pruved the definition 
ITIaint"in it, or any part of it, to be rIght, let of the pope r('p"~tlallt to thl' pl.lCLICe, and 
him lie acctHscd.'" Such was the Sl>lltcllce' consl''1"enlly to the d(xtrlne, of the universal 
of the counet!; and, wlten it was fl'.ad, the' churell, as rcpresented by general councils; 
fathers, to conflrm it, joining all as one man,: tll('Y show it, ill the next place, no less incon­
cried out aloud, "Let Thcodorus be accursed; i sistent wilh the doctrine and practice of some 
let him be accursed, who does not aCCurse, particular chllfchcs, namely, of the African, 
'l'heodorus, we all accurse Theodorus, anrl' and tl18 Roman church herself. To that pur­
his writings. Let the impious writings of, pose they produce the canon of an African 
Theodoret against Cyril be accursed; let him I cOllllcil, cOlllmanding those who bequeathed 
be acellrs~d, who does notacenrse them. \Ve their estates to heretic~, to be anathematized 
all aeclIrse the impious epistle of Ibas; if any even after their death; and put his holiness in 
one defends that epistle, or any part of it, if mind of tile sentence of excommunication, 
anyone docs not accurse it, and all who de- which one of his predecessors, Boniface'll. 
fend it, let him be accursed.'" Thus did the had solemnly pronounced, but tw'~nty-three 

council not only reverse, with one consent, years before, against Dioscorus, his deceased 
the judgment of the pope, but anathematize I competitor, causing it to be signed by several 
and accurse all who did not anathematize and I deacons, presbyters, and bishops, and to be 
accurse what the pope had defined, speaking, placed, thus signed, in the archives of the 
ex cathedra, and thence instructing the whole, Roman church:' II And this," say the fathers 
Christian world. I of the council, "all, who live at Rome, know 

The fathers of the council, not satisfied with i to be true;" which was saying, that the pope 
thus condemning the "three chapters," in knew it to be tme, though he had defined the 
direct opposition to the definitive sentence of contrary. To the authority of the councils 
the popr, undertook to confute, one by one, I they add that of the fathers, especially of St. 
the reasons and arguments on which his Austin, saying of Crecilianus of Carthage, 
definitive sentence was grounded. These. dead an hundred years before, tbat were he 
were, with [Aspect to the first chapter, the. found guilty of the nimes, which the Dona­
condemnation of Theodorus: I. That no man I tists laid to his charge, he would still anathe­
ought to be condemned after his death; the matize him.z As to the words of our Savior, 
power of" loosing and binding," or absolvingl alleged by Vigilius to prove, that the church 
and r.ondemning, having been granted to the! has the power of binding and loosening those 
church only with respect to those who are' only, \l'ho are on earth, or among the living, 
"on earth," or among the living, agret'ably the council explodes his interpretation of that 
to the words of our Savior, "whatsoever ye l passage; and will hal'e the words on earth 
shall bind on earth," &c. II. Theodorus died' to refer to the party that loosens or binds, not 
in the peace and communion of the church; I to the party that is loosened or bound, thus; 
and none, who thus die, ought to be condemned I'" \Vhatcver ye shall bind or loose, while you 
after their death. III. Theodorus was not are on earth," &c.(") 
condemned by former fathers and councils; I To the second reason of Vigilios, in defence 
and tlwrefore must not be condemned now."', of Theodurus, namely, that he died in the 
In answer to these reasons, the council first' peace and communion of the chorch, the fa­
declares, and defines, "That a man may be: thers returned the following answer: "It is 
lawfully condemned 3fter his death;" adding, I said by some, that Theodorus died in the 
"And those who say he may not (which Vi-, peace and communion of the church; hut to 
gilius did in his constitution), show no kind' say so, is a lie and a cal'lmny against the 
of rq.!ard to the word of God, to the doctrine church, mendaciulll est et calumnia adversus 
of the apostles, to the tradition of the fathers." ecelesialll; for he alone dies in the peace and 
'rhey then alleg0 several arguments, cal- communion of the church, who holds the 
Cobted to prove, from the practice of the pre- doctrine of the chmch till his death; which 
redin(T councils, and the doctrine of the Theodorus certainly did not, as is evident 
["tl",;;', the definition of the pope to be false: from the blasphcm(es that he uttered." To 
and erroneous, and their own to he true, narne-' _ ~ __ ~~~~_ 
Iy: 1. Becanse the conncil of Constantinople,! 'R"" p. o:n. 'Au~. cr. ad Bonif. 
the spcond o(,(,l1Inenical council, eonoel1lneJ (*) Thp r,llllllCil do!'!' nor mean, that tlle dl11rch can 
and anath~matlzed, bv namp-, Arills and l\laee- ;.::~\~~:~;:~~~i~';l ;~;~R~~;:~~~~n;l\ (l.r;:;~\nr:;I\t(;~:r I;l\~ (~~);:l\~liti(~~'~~ ~~~ 
<i()nillS~ though both ~lead long hcfore: pope ollH'r world \\'or!'!: or !ii'lt(:r; hut only that, upon allY 

D<lm-iiStlS, and the council of Sardica, an:ll.hc- ;:~;'\!J(;lj(~;~()I~:::~I~'. ~I~ ,li}t~!l~/;(i,l(; ,(;~ t~;;I':l(;~:;~~(I:l;'~:~'('~:;~;~t'~: 
rn;ltiz('d lhe hishops who had departed fYOlll hi~ d,'a111; 111:1\ i:". iliR Wllnt: Itlrly bp :-:trnck (lilt or 1he 
the faith of Nic:e, whether dead or ali\'('.: the <ilpIHh:-:, or 1'1:1('1'(\ ill II)!'!!I, hI' olllitt~'~l or lll('tltiont!rl 
enllrH'il of Chalcf'don condemned DOlllnus of ill Ill(' pra\"'r:-: :llIlt ()hlalj'll)~ of tile chllrch. "Let him 

lit' ;111011111"1I1<llizl:d aO"r df':tlh, ld llot hi~ nalll(~ be 
An1iocli, anCT his dmlth, becallse h(~ h"d "-11111"1 (lr 1'1'('01'11.:<1 amoll!.': Ille pric~t~ of (~f)rl," are 
~p{)kt'n eOTl{pmptllollsly of St. Cyril, {Illd his 11l1' \\'ord~ (If til(' <iNn'I', ill Ilw Afril':111 c()dp, :Ig-ain!'t 

a Ili,..:ll,,1' ,,-Itll ~·:llolJld tl('qIH':llit hic: f' lrl'('I:-: or 1'!"lak to 

I :--\'nnd_ q,lint ('Ill.!-< ') :-;"lIo/l. quillt. ihid 
11 (·;J!I~ljt. \,i~iL aplli! Har. ad 'Ullll. 5.)~. II. liU. 

a liI'll>lic. 1'111.'; \\";1'-' 11w (ilily nWlllnd (,f hilldinl' or 

1"('~I'III!~:!, 1'1I11f1,·1I1I1in:! III' ;Ih:-;,h·ill!.', TIl :IJ afil:r de':ltlt. 
lllal \\';t." c\,\.·r pr<I('li:-I'd ill lht' cillacil 

~v2 
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The -P~-I~~-~~~~ly lH,i~laken wit.'~ re~Jlecl to thl~ WritiH~~' ~f-:J;t;.~~Xf~;et. \\'h~~-IIII:~-t'-IJe-, -1'-'t-I'-"-n-f-[-h-aR-w==-a~ 
l.Iy the coullClI of Chalcedon. j he jlope r~fll~lIlg. al III st) to SIt!:U t/w dt'cn't:s of IIH~ COllllCII ; 18 sent into eXile.d 

_ •• __ ._ m •• ___ -----. ____ • ____ , ___________ • ________ • _________________ _ ________ ~ 

confute the tl,ird and last r~aSOIl of Ylgilius /\lent of the \\hole council, or of tile gre-;;t;; 
ap.;ainst ',he condcmni ng ofTll<lod orus, nalllf>ly, part of the venerable prelates, who composed 
that he was not condemned by former fathers It. They OWl! the letter was approved by two 
and councils, they quote several passages or three bishops, who were present at that 
from the fathers, especially from Proclus of great at,d numerous assembly; hut, at the 
Constantinople, and Cyril, speaking of him sallie time, take the liberty to reprove his 
as an avowed heretic, as one whose blasphe- holiness, and in very sharp terms, as one who 
mies exceeded even those of the Jews and argued with all the craft and subtlety of an he. 
the Pagans. As to councils, they allege the' retic, "astutia hrerrtica," in presnming to pass 
decree of the first of Ephesus, condemning upon them the private opinion of a few, for 
the doctrine of Nestorius, and all who had the public drfinition or jl\dgment of a Whole 
held, till that time, or should thenceforth hold, council. And truly, that the letter of Ibas was 
the same doctrine; which was condemning, not approved by the council of ChaJcedon, as 
though not by name, Theodorus, who noti was boldly asserted by the pope in his con­
only held, but was the first who taught that. stitution, sufficiently appears from the-acts of 
doctrine.C*) I that council. \Vhen it was read there, Eu. 

Concerning the "second chapter," the nomius of Nicomedia found fault with some 
writings of Theodoret against Cyril, the pope i expressions it contained, reflecting on the 
would not condemn those writings himself,· conduct of Cyril, and the other bishops of thi! 
nor suffer them to be condemned hy others, council of Ephesus. But as Ibas seemed to 
unDer the name of Theodoret, "because they acknowledge two natures, and one person, in 
were not his, but had been fathered upon him Christ, the legates of Pope Leo, and with 
by his enemies." But that pope was therein them l\1aximus of Antioch, declared that, in 
grossly mistaken, that the writings against their opinion, the very letter of rbas was a 
Cyril, under the name of Theodoret, were sufficient proof of the orthodoxy of his faith. 
truly his, was undr,niably proved by the Juvenalis of Jerusalem spoke much to the 
fathers of the council from the acts of the sallie purpDse. The other bishops neither 
council of Chalcedon, and the concurring approved nor disapproved that letter; but 
testimony of all the contemporary writers, only required Ibas, after it was read, to ana­
nay, and from the testimony of Theodoret thematize Nestorius, and all who held the 
himself, owning those writings, in the several same doctrine; which he readily did, and was 
letters he wrote on that occasion to the friends thereupon restored to his see, from which he 
of Nestorius, and his own. The whole as- had heen driven by Dioscorus, in the second 
E<embly expressed the greatest surprise at the council of Ephesus. It cannot therefore be 
pope's denying, or even questioning a truth, said, as the fathers of the present council 
that was so well known, and might so easily observe, that the letter of Jbas was approved, 
be made to appear. And indeed none had by the council of Chalcedon, but only that it 
ever questioned it before him, nor has it ever was approved in some dee-ree, by two O{ three 
been questioned since his time. of the bishops, who were present at that 

As for the third and last chapter, the letter council. 
of Ibas, the pope, in his constitution, pro- The" three chapters" being thus con­
nounced, declared, and defined that letter to demned, in the strongest terms, by the unani­
be orthodox. "because it was approved by the mous consent of all the bishops who composed 
council of Chalcedon." On the other hand, that assembly, and the arguments alTered by 
thfJ fathers of the present council pronounced, the pope in defence of the said" chapters," 
declared, and defined, in their turn, that whole i unanswerably confuted, the emperor caused 
Jetter, and every part of it, to be heretical, to 1 copies of tlIC acts to be sent to Vigil ius; and, 
be blasphemous, to be repugnant to the rleti-I at the same time, let him know, that he must 
nition of the council of Chalcedon; "Tota. either agree with his brethren, and condemn 
epistola lueretica est, tota epistola bla~phema I what they had condemned, or forfeit his see, 
est, contraria est per omnia definitioni," &c.'1 and be sent into exile. The pope nnswered, 
Here they distinguish the private judgment, that the emfJeror might dispose of him as he 
of some of the holy bIshops, assembled in: thought fit: but, as he could not sign the acts 
the city of Chalcedon, from tlw public judg-j and decrees of such an assemhly without re-

(..-) Vjgilus posiTively affirm!', that Theodorlls was: nouncing the holy faith of C.hal:cdon, he "".as 
nol COl\d('JlllH~d by tile council of Ephc:--lIs. "1 have ready to suiTer, ano suffer ",nh JOY- hoth eXIle 
JJcrw:ed," S:ly~ he, "tIle acts of tilat cOllnc:ii wilh the I and dRath in so (Tood a callse. rrhis answer 
I!.rl!al!'~t carc' alld :~tteTltjon,. rlili~t'n!i:,;:;ima inv:cf'ti!!n-I was no so'Cllwr k,~)wn to the en fJP th' t 
tlone; 1)111 r01111l fwd Ilorltlng ther~' COI1Cerfllll1! tlle . ~ 1 .ror, an 18 
cOlld(·lllllaJjllll(JfTIH·od(Jrll~."(II) Hut pOI.H: P~la/!ill;:;, eallSt'O. Ow p(lpe to bA seized, and eOllvpyed, 
~!l(}i'1'11 ill ;)Ji, atlinll~. alld JUI le:-;~ P~:-:ll1.VI:'Y. tllat Ilnder a strong ~\J(lrd, to ProepnneSllS, an in-
1 ht'I)(lorll~ \\':I~ (·O!ldl'IIlH(·d h~' lite Ul!lJlCl\ (II r'>pllt:slIs. I '11·' I I' 1 J1 . T "1'1 I 
"Tile holy EIJ!II·~jlll: t'\'llod," :-:a\'f; that Jlo".~. "C01l- HJ~plta ) I: IS all( III t J(~ ropOllt.1S. J(~ ot wr 
d(~Jr.lll(·d 'j"il"(Hi'lrul-i a~·II··r Iii" Ika·lh." JI(~ ;1(~1i~, that bishops ill 1I1f~ wpst 1 who r('flls('d to si~n tho 
~\:I :;:;;;I(;.II\~I;·I~'\;:(\'h~~-I~i:·,1:J~,J;~h'~\\\L(~;:~~;:(:;;;'~;llht'Ul(f/t~/'(~;~:: eOndt'IIln~lli(jn (J: the "t~lr('e clJap~prs," and 
~n~('d alld Ii:- :lll!Ii<Jr.(fJ) \\"1'[1: SllhJf,("t~ 01 til!' cflq)]rp, nlf~t With no lwt-

~;;? J\~t::; (':'IJ)~I~I.il. ap.ll:ir. II. 173. tt~r trl'(ltlJl(~llt th;lIl lhl' pllpf', hping- all driven, 

1 Synod. qUJIlt. CoIl at. G. I AlIa~1. ill Vigil. Lihn:iI Hrcv. c. 22 
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~jJope chang-cr; his OpillioTl the fourth timt' (',onet'rlliug the "thre{~ ehaJlters," He condemnfi; them in his 
[('tter to t h\~ palriacl!; and afterward.!'! lIy a. ~oll'mn cOIlstitution ;-[Year of Chri:,l, 554.] 

;:;lil~;lt-~wrcy, from their-see~,-~~d serrt~into, t)'chs, "8 the name-of a conder;;-ll-~d and de­
different exiles. Among these the two African I pos<,d heretic, but was a.ctually soliciting the 
bishops, Victor Tunnunensis, and Facunous I Roman I"'<'ple and Clergy to choose another 
of Herllliana, distingllisireo themselves above I pope in his room: he knew the emperor was 
the rest, Victor was first cunfined to an not to he moved, and that nothing but an en­
abandoned place III Egypt, and thence sent tire compliance with his will could redeem 
for to Constantinople. But as he still con-II him frail! so painful an exile. As for his 
tinued, in spite of all the threats and promises brethren in the west, he had already forfeited 
the emperor co~uld use, to defend the" three: their good opinion, and with them brought 
chapters," he was never sutTered to return into the utmost contempt, by his former 
to his see, but shut up for life in a monas- changes, both himself and his see. In these 
tery. Facundus wrote no fewer than twelve circumstances he first wrote a most submissive 
books in defence of the condemned chapters, letter to the patriarch Eutychius, owning that, 
all interspersed with most bitter invectives in opposing, as he had hitherto done, the rest 
against Justinian, for presuming, though only of his brethren, he had been guilty of a breach 
a layman, to interfere in matters of faith and of that union and concord which ought to pre­
religion.("') However, by abandoning his vail among the true followers of Christ, espe­
see, and keeping himself concealed, he had cially the ecclesiastics and bishops. He 
the good luck to escape the pnnishment, with adds, that as, upon examining the "three 
which ha was, hy the provoked emperor, de- chapters" with more care and attention (he 
servedly threatened. These two, and, after had already examined them "with all pas-

,their example, for they were both leading sible care and attention,") he was fully con­
Dlen, several other bishops in the west, espe- vinced, that they had been deservedly can­
cially in Africa, stood up, to the last, in <1e- demned, so he was not ashamed openly to 
fence of the" three chapters," choosing rather I acknowledge it, and own, that he h"d done 
to be driven from their sees, to be stripped of wrong to defend them, imitating therein the 
all their effects, and to perish with famine in· example of St. Austin, who was not ashamed, 
the deserts, than to condemn those articles, when he discovered the truth, to condemn and 
communicate with any who condemned them. retrad whatever he had written against it, 
But Vigiliu" was a man of a very different He then relates the chief errors which, with 
temper, and had already changed his opinion the help of the air of Proconnesus, he had 
three times in the present dispute. He first lately discovered in the writings of Theodorus 
defended the controverted points, as entirely of l\Iopsuestia, of Theodoret, and Ibas; and 
agreeable to the doctrine of Chalcedon; then concludes thns: "We m"ke it known to the 
condemnea them as entirely repugnant to that whole catholic church, that we condemn and 
doctrine; and ag-ain, after examining them anathematize all heresies and heretics, namely, 
"with all possible care and attention, omni Tht'odorus of l\Iopsuestia, and his impious 
undique cautela atque diligf'lltia," he declared writin~s; the writings of Theodoret against 
them anew, nay, and defined them" ex St. Cyril, and the council of Ephesus; and 
dra," entirely agreeable to the same doctrine. the leiter to Maris the Persian, which is said 
No wonder therefore, if, in the present circum- to have been written by Ibas. We likewise 
stances, he changed his opinion once more. anath.-matize all who shall presume to defend 
He soon gr(>w sick of his abode in the island the said' three chapters,' or shall think them 
of Proconneslls; the emperor had not only cap"ble of being maintained or defended. \Ve 
caused his name to be struck out of the dip- acknowledge for Ollr colleagues and brHhren, 

those who have condemned them; and by 
(*) In hi~ ninth book is a rpmarkable pa.sage con- these presents annul whatever has been done, 

cerning the eucharist, which has pllt all the Roman said, or \"ritten, by us, or by others, 10 defend 
catholic divines to a stanr!. Facundlls undertakes them.l This lettp.f js dated from the island 
there to explain, in a catholic ~ellse, all the proposi-
tions that, in the variolls and almost innumerahle of Proconnesus, the 8th of December of the 
~'C:rl~~lT~)J t~:~e~~l~~~\tt~~dre~~~:~ ~~~~~~~r~~l~dtt~S a!~~~)~= present year; so that the pope had scarc·e 
ed Son of God." To prove that propo"itioll capahle been five months there when he wrote it, 
Of, a caLholic meaniIl!!, he. argues tilll.s: "(;h.ri:;;.t re- having~ in so short a time, more plainly disco­
celved the :-:acralll(~.ll{,?f Sl!m of adopt.Inll, Whlch.I~~ay veTf~d the truth in that island, than he had 
Le catled the. adoptIOn Hself, as the fall hflll, r~CelYlTl!! I . 
the sacrament, or the signs of the hody and blood of done In seven whole years at Rome and Con­
Christ. are said to fl'er-ive hi~ body ~nd his; hlood; not stantinople' for so loner had the present con-
th~lt properl\' the llf(~ad is his hody, and the cup his I'd '" 
hloorl, hilt tH'·rau~e ttH~\' ('ontain in them:,I"lve" the 1Tl\·:-!- troversy aste . .. 
tf'fif'sofhoth."(I1) \Vollid FacHlldus have ever !lr!!I·H'rl The rInJwror ,~!~s not satlsfipd w'lth that 
th~I:-;, had il b('l'll [.hen b(:li\~\·\~d h.y· the chufch, Ihat 11](~ l~tt(;r; h11t insisted on the rore~s connemn .. 
f:lllh(1I1 r'·(,t'i\'p(\ III till' 1'lIcilan"t th~ trut' and rcal , " h 
body ofChri!'t, II if.: true anI! f(!<l1 hlon!!; OT lJad Ihl' fa-, 111,Q." thp, H thrr'e chapters, 85 rr.pllQ"llant to t e 
thf'rR, f;avill!!," \Ve rj'(·t~ivc ttIC hotly alld blood of doctrine of Chalcpdon, no less solemnly than 
Chri!'I." I;(~I'II Ilwn llndt'r~t()nd hy the chuT,ell, a~ .tllI" llP h,Hl flrPTOVf'O tlwm hpfnre~ as ;:sgr(,f'~ble to 
~::II:~\~'~\:;,fr!~{;I,~I~('~'I:~:II'~~I~\~l~:~(' ;~~:l ;:;!~ \~ tf:~l!:; I~ lOl~rll~~~ ~,:rl ~\I~~ , t h (l t ci 0(' t ri ne. 'Th i s Vi flil ius at fl rs t q rove 10 

are J'i:lid to lw r'~II'i\.·,·d 11\ thl' fail!lflll.. A~]{~ ,,:!to ,.\.(>[ d('('line ~ hut, finding the emperor nnn.ltf'rably 
llTl'ipr1uok In ~hn\\· 111 what "";rl:<~' 11 I111n~ I~ ~:lld tu be 
ft·(·/'l\·,·d, wliiC"h j~ fl>:llI." ;11141 !r,lly received 1 1-- - ----~----.- .------.. -----

(/0) F;'H."U1Jd. In t!1.:i"cli. Trillill Cal'. I. D. ! ) [lalu:-. 1\ova. Collect. Cunei!. p. 5\).'). 
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A COU~Cillntly-~b~ lawful amI o('clIlIlcnical, without the presl~llce or apprnhati{JlI ofth-~-iJOJlf!. Ifth;J~ 
fallddt~, b()th parts ora L:oHlradit:tion Iliay h4:' trup. 

bent ~on hiscond,'mrrir-'g those articles by a his conduct, not only re~~Tv~d~hi;~~~~ 
solemn cOllstitution, as he had by a solemn: ordinary marks of honor, on IllS return to Co~" 
constitution formerly approved them, he issued' stantinople, but granted him, at last, the ao' 
one soon after, that is, au the 23J of February, ; much and so long wished-for liberty of return~ 
554, which was so well received both by the ing to Rome. 
emperor and the patriarch, that he was illHne-1 I cannot dismiss this subject without some" 
diately released from his exile, and recalled' observations which naturally arise from it,' 
to Constantinople. In that constitntion he I and may probably have occurred to every' 
points out, and confutes, the many execrable reader. And, first, it is to be observed, that' 
blasphemies, as he styles them, contained in \ the present council was not convened by the" 
the writings of Theodorus of Mopsuestia, of pope, but by the emperor, against the will of'­
Theodoret, and in the letter which is said to the pope; that the pope neither assisted at it: 
have been written by Ibas ;C") alleges a great in person, nor by his legates. And yet this 
many reasons to prove, that the letter of lbas very council was received by thi' whole cath~" 
was condemned by the council of Chalcedon, lic church; has been approved by all the' 
as heretical and blasphemous; tbe very letter, popes, who have governed the Roman church'., ' 
which, in his former constitution, he had de- since the tIme of Vigilius to the present; and', 
elared and mai~tained to have been approved, is ranked, by all the Roman cat~!OIic divines," 
by that councll, as catholic and orthodox; among the lawful and oecumemcal councils." 
answers one by one the arguments, which, in Hence it evidently follows, that a council may 
his other constitution, he had offered in de- be lawful and oecumenical, may determine" 
fence of that letter; and concludes thus: "Vie and define, censure and condemn, without thil" 
therefore anathemat.i7.e and condemn the three consent or concurrence of the pope. But the' 
above-mentioned impious chapters; namely, present council, says Baronius,' was neither, 
the letter which Ibas is said to have written lawful nor oecllmenical; it did not even de-' 
to Maris the Persian, as containing the exe- serve the name of a private synod;2 it was' 
crable blasphemies, which I have above point- no council at all, till Vigilius approved it; it 
ed out; the impious Theodorus of Mopsuestia, was his approbation, his last constitution, 
with his detestable writings; and what Theodo- that raised it to the rank of a lawful and oecu-' 
ret impiously wrote against Cyril, and the coun- menical council;3 which is as much as to 
cil of Ephesus. As for what we or others may, say, that while it was in being, it was n() 
at any time, have said or written in defence of council at all; but when it was no more, it 
the said three impious chapters, WI' declare the then became a council, a lawful and oecu-' 
whole, by the authority of this ollr present menical council; for it was not approved by 
constitution, absolutely null."1 This was the the pope till five months after it was dissolv­
fourth and last change of Vigilills, in the ed, and the bishops, who had composed it;, , 
famous dispute concerning the "three chap- were all returned to their sees. The surpris-" 
ters." And now the emperor, satisfied with ing virtue of papal power, to change thus the" 

nature of things, and make them be when 
(0) In the present constitution VigiJius wiII not they have no being, what they never wero' 

allow Ibas to have been the author of that Jetter, h'l db' 
though in his former constitution he had approved it w I e they ha a emg. 
as written by him; and indeed it is agreed to have 2dly. The pope defined, as we have seen," 
been his by all hut the annalist, who, finding his high the controvertP.d articles to be, and defined 
pontiff had thus contradicted himself, thou~ht, per-
haps, that he could not do less than contradict hirn- them not to be, repugnant to the doctrine of 
self too. For, havin~ positively affirmed, I believe in the catholic church, and tbe council of Chal-' 
:roo:~t,t~~; !~~t'~~': ol;I~~,:~' \~~'rte:~atsh;~ai~' ~'i~~~:::f::: cedon; and both he defined ex cathedra. If 
from the tenth session of the council of Chalcedon, therefore the pope is infallible, if what he de-' 
that Iba. wrote the controverted letter; that Ibas fines ex cathedra is infallibly true, two contra­
himself, who of a11 men knew best whether it was his 
or not, owned it; (a) after having thus, I Ray, positive- dietary propositions may be infallibly tme. 
Iyaffirmed that letter to have been written by Ibas, That the pope erred on this occasion, is owned 
while the pope thought so; he no less positively even by the most. sano-uine sticklers for his 
affirms, when the pope thought otherwise, the dis- f., 

puted tetter not to have been written by Iba,; nay, infallibility. But he did not err, say they, in 
that it was found by the council of Chalcedon, as is matters of faitH, since the dispute was not 
manifest from the public acts of that council, not to be . f ~ - hI' ' 
his, (b) Upon the whole. when the pope thought concernIng matters 0 Jalt. t IS certain, 
lb.s was the author of that epistle, it was certainlv says Baronius, it is evident, it is demonstrable, 
written by him; it was manifest from the acts of the that the controversy concerning- the "three 
council, tlw.l it was his: when the pope thought Ibas '---' 
was not the author of that letter, it certainly was 1I0t chapters" ,vas no controversy concerning the 
written by him; it waR mallifest from the acts of tile fajth,'~ The ehief controversy ,vasl whether 
council, Ibal it was nol his. There was IlO occasion the uoctrine. contained in the works of the three 
either for t.he pOllt: nr tht~ ('ardinal 10 trol1bl!~ theJll-
selvc!'i a})olll IlJ~~ author oflhat pie('c,sincf'. the dj~ptlte . often-mentioned writers was orthodox or lwre­
was Bot about its author, bill the doctrine it contained. I tical \\'a.s arrmf'able or Tf>purrnant to the doc ... 

(a) 1l;If,ad A"",'H~,n,'1.'7,etadalln,553_ILI9l, t' ' f "1"1 J J t~1 I l' f f tl 
19'2, 19:1. HH), 1m, &c. flne (J \-' lH ceuon, anu lA H'1e 0 18 

(h) ld"", ad anl1, ,n2, 11, 71. chureh. If that was not, I should he ~lad to 
( Baluz. ;";0\';( Coll .. ,·1. Cowil. p. l:l.'il. Evagr. I. 4. c. __ ~ .. ____________ ~_~ ___________ _ 

38. Phnt, f'p. :td :'Ilil'll Hili!!. l'rillL Zonar. I. 4. C{·drt'll. I Bar. nrl nnl1 . .'i.')~. n. 22t 
ad ann. 2;1. JI1~·1·IJI. Ellthy!ll. 1';IIIIIPI. part. 2. til. 2·1. in '.:l Jd"111 ihid. II. 2Hl. :I Idl'm. ihid. 
appl'lH.l. !\icepli. I. 17. c. 27. Lioera!. c. 22. ( Bar. ad allll. ;d7. fl. :W. I't ad HUll. ':>':>:1. II. 231. 
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ii~-l-. [1,1)1"'," illf.',llilllliIY 1)01 klln"'ll i!llllt~."L\Il! 1'.('IiitU-Y. ()!I(' )i','Il!' lila) cOlltradict ,IIIothcr in matter8 of faith. 
lie' 1111iO\III~ (11 till' ~ IIlj'\'flq' H:\'(~r:d ltrl\'lll'~'I'~ I(JI 111'_' pctljll.: ()I Italy. \,igiliu,'j dies;-lYear of Christ, .')55.] 
lIl:' Ill:ll'arlcr, While alltJ-pupt', Ii)' HanlJllllS. 

------_ .. 
~n()W what other ever was, or could be truly cli:1jltl')"s," 1",di,1 not leave Constantinople till 
c3Jlcd, :1 controversy concerning the raill,. lie had oi;taint'd of the emperor a constitution, 
Barol,i (IS hi IlIsP! f owned it "'<IS a ("olltr()vcn,y \vi th sl'vl'r;d grants, privileges, and exemp­
cOflcerning tl,,~ f<lith, when lie was Ilot yet tlllllS, liot for the ]{omans only, but for the w­
apprised, that he could hy no other meanS de- lial,itants of Italy in general, that country 
fend tli" ("Iumcncal prerogativp of inLdlibility, IlI'ing tlien reduced to a most deplorable con­
but by dOllying' It was a controversy ('on("ero- dition, by tire war between the Goths an,l the 
ing the Clith .. For, speaking of the imperial Creeks, which had been carried on, without 
edict condemmn~ the" three chapters," he ill- intermission, from the year 535, to the present 
veighs against the emperor, and in a most 5;'·1, when the reduction of Italy was com­
abusive dialect, for taking upon him to issue plcted by Karses. With that constitution, 
edicts, to make laws, and to dictate to the bi- dated the 13th of August, Vigil ius embarked, 
sh"ps, "in mallers of Clith 'lIld religion ;'" after a seven years' absence, on his return to 
and that edICt he constantly styles a ,. decree Rome, not doubting but the ample privileges, 
of faitll," "decretum fidei.'" If the empt'- which he had procured for the people of Italy, 
ror's d''''rec wa~ a" decree of faith," or about would sufficiently atone with them for his late 
"matters of faith and relig-ion," tire pope's conduct. Rut he had not the so much wi~ed 
denee was sllrely so too; and consf''lnenlly, fnr satisfaction of seeing Rome or Italy again. 
if the pope erred, and that he did err is as For, being taken in the voyage with a violent 
certain as that both parts of a contradiction fit of the stone, a complaint to which he had 
cannot be true, he erred, eVfm accordin" to been long subject, he put in at Syracuse; and, 
Baronius, in matters of faith and H,lirrion.b not being able ever after to bear the least 

3dly, The whole church was, at tl~is time, motion, he continued thereto his <leath, which 
"rent," as Justinian expressed it, "from east happened not long after; that is, some time 
to west;" that is, was divided into two 01'- before the 11th of April of the following year 
positc parties, the one condemning, and the 555, for on that day his successor, Pelagius 1. 
other defending, the" three chapters." But was ordained, as we shall see hereafter. As 
by neither was the pope 3"knowledged for to the month, or the day of the month, in 
an infallible judge in the dispute, that occa- which he died, neither is mentioncd by the 
sioned this division: not by the fonner; for contemporary writers. The bibliothecarian 
they continued to condemn those chap(f'fs, supposes him to have governed the Roman 
when the pope defendeJ them: not by the church seventeen years, six months, and 
latter; for they continned to defend the same twenty-six days.1 But as Vigil illS was 
chapters, when the pope condemned them; ordained on the 22<1 of November, 537, his 
nilY, and separated themselves from his com- compntation must be certainly false. T~e 

munion, hcciluse he condemned them. I defy body of the deceased pope was conveyed from 
the popish writers to name a single hishop, ~vracllse to Rome, and there interred in the 
either in the east or the west, who cll<lng~d d;urclr of St. Marcellus, on the Salarian way. 
opinion upon the pope's clranging his; that is, Of Vigilius I find, in Baronius, two differ­
a single bishop, who, so late as the middle of ent characters; the one of the anti-pope Vigi­
the sixth century, owned th" pope for an in- lius, the other of pope Vigilius; for he was 
fallible .inrige in matters of faith. anti-pojle; as we have seen, before he was 

1t],I)', In·the present dispute, Vigil illS con- pope. \Vhileanti-pope, he was not only am­
tradicted himself, again and aQ'ain,as we hove bitious, beyond all measure, says the annal­
seen. ]'Ii ow. as tbe same p"pe may 80nlra-1 ist, bllt quite mad with ambition; a second 
diet himself in matters of {;lith, why may not Lucifer, striving to ascend into heaven, and 
one pope contradict another 1 'Vlry moy not nalt his throne above the stars; but by 
one pope retract the sentence of another, as the weight of his enormous sacrileges, and 
well as the same pope bis own 1 If he may, heinous crimes, brought down to hell; a 
how can a man, in common sense, receive the schistl1atic, a simoniac, a murderer, not the 
decrees of any particu lar pope as infallibly successor of Simon Peter, but of Simon Ma­
true, till hp. is sure, which he never can be, I' [(US, Hot the vicar of Christ, but an antichrist, 
thilt no other pope will ever retract tlwrn 1 an idol set up in the temple of God, the abo-

But to return to Vigil ius : released from his, mination of desolation standing in the holy 
exile, and recalled to Constantinople, he was place, a wolf. a thief, a rob her ;" but yet a good 
impatient, as we may well imagine, to quit catholic, "homo revera catholicus,"3 and 
the east, where he had made so contemptible I'nown for such to the J'eople .and clerlP'of 
a tip-me, notwithstanding the extraordinary Romp, who therefore raised hlln, hy diVIne 
),orH';'rs that were p"id him thrrr 11pon bi~s, inspiration, to thepontificalthron~, "Di~initns 
f<'C;lTIt;llinll. I1o\\,e.vcr, as he was, at the inspimto consilioevehunt Ipsum In pontlficmm 
san", lim,\ sensible, that his last chan.g" thronuTlI.'" Raronllls speaks her~ of the 
would "r<,,,tly diso],li,," the people and elrrgy election, which he supposes to have lia~pened 
of EOll]l', all zealous ddeudPfs oj the" tlln'c 11]1on the death of SJlvenus, and whICh he 

I '.' n,,,1 ill '~gil-:-- -

• I <i \"1' (it, ('t a!ilJi. 
I ~ J~ar lid anll. 5:{8. n 9.17, IS, 19,20. 

!J IdrllJ ad ann. 5·10. Jl. 8. 4 Idem ad arm. 540. D. 71 E 

Y"L.1.-17 
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Vigiliut!.,c~lUracter hy the t;RIIlC ~'rjt-;;~,-WIWH, aC('-(lrdi~g to, ~lirll, lawful IH!P~~---J~:Ir(JJljll!'. gives hilll t~6e~';il~ 
"Hy rhtt\!r~lIt character. IJe 18 ~:IJJlh:d fll!till!l:O<<lllltcd. j he t:ollduct ut l'c1ilglU::iJ willie IIUII(;IO 10 tillverius 
and to VJgiliu~, at the court of C01JRtalltjfl(Jplt~. ' 

;lsewhere' ascribes, not to the inspiration 0\ "thre" chap!nrs;" which, if said .hy a-~y bllt 
the Holy Ghost, but to the powerful iJlJiuf'JlCC a llar,,"ills or a ilpllartllillc, would l)p justly 
of the empress Theodora, and her servant; looked upon as satire or irony. It is true 
Belisarius. For, speaking there of this in,- I says Baronills, in that disp"te, he changed 
aginary election, he tells us, that Vigil ius re- his opinion, he COndelnIwd what he had ap_ 
signed the papal dignity, not with a design to proved, and approved what he had condemn_ 
quit it, but to act, as it were, a part in a ed; but t.hat \\'as no more a I1Iark of incon_ 
eomedy, and to make the world believe, that staney in him, than the like change was in 
he really did what he never intended to do. St. Paul, who condemned circumcision, and 
The crafty man, says he, came down from the yet circumcised Timothy.' Daronius could' 
throne; but was first well assured, that by not bllt see the wide difference there is he­
means of Belisarius, he should Soon reascend t\\'e(,n an immlItable doctrine of faith, which 
it. The electors did not choose him on ac- must ever be true, and a mutable ceremony 
count of his piety, his virtue, or any episcopal which in some circumstances may be expe: 
qualifications, which they discovered in him; dient, and not in others. The annalist adds, 

.for he was quite destitute of all merit and that Vigil ius, though now a saint, was never­
virtue, and sullied with tl,e blackest crimes." theless punished by Heaven for his former 

Such was Vigilius while yet an intruder, crimes; for, having hastened the death of his 
and an anti-pope. But no sooner was he holy predecessor, by confining him to an 
placed, by what the anmlist calls a "lawful island, he died himself! by a just judgment 
election,"C*) on the throne of St. Peter, than of God, in an island; as if it were a judgment 
God gave him another heart, and he was turn- upon a man to die in an island. 
ed, at once, into another man, having nothing But how can we reconcile what that writer 
in view, nothing at heart, but the welfare of says of the sudden and miraculous chan".e 
the catholic church, and the purity of the o(Vigilius, with what he tells us elsewher;1 
catholic faith. However profligate and aban- namely, that it never more evidently appear­
doned before his election, he was suddenly ed, than in the ti'me of Vigilius, that the boat 
after it indued with every virtue. that could of St.. Peter was immediately steered either 
be required in the successor of St. Peter, in by that apostle, or by him, whose vicar he 
the vicar of Christ upon earth; it being the was; since he, who then sat at the helm, was 
peculiar privilege of the apostolic see, to either asleep, though the wind was buisterous, 
change even wicked men, who are raised to or, if he watched, it was only to consult his 
it, immediately into saints, "Quos iniquos own safety, without any concern about that 
accepit, solet max reddere sanctos."" A valu- of the vessel.3 And indeed, that such was 
able privilege indeed! but, very unfortunate- his true character, sufficiently appears from 
ly. the quite contrary has happened; for some his whole conduct. Howe"er, in process of 
who had good characters when raised to that time, a place was allowed him in some 
see, have become very bad men after their martyrologies;' and he was once honored by 
exaltation, by a natural effect of the pride and several cbnrches as a saint and a martyr. 
ambition attending great power. Among the But he has been long since unsainted; and 
other eminent virtues of pope Vigilius, the Uaronius himself has not thOll.ght him worthy 
annalist admires and extols his firmness and of a place in the Roman calendar. 
constancy, even in the dispute about the 

PELAGIUS, FIFTY-NINTH BISHOP OF ROME. 
[J VSTlNIAN.] 

[Year of Christ, 555.] Vigil ius was suc-' the son of one John, formerly vicar to the 
ceeded by Pelagius, a native of Rome, and. pnefectus prretorio.5 He was first employed 

'Bar. ad ann. 540. n. 5. 'Idem. ibid~.-7-.-- I by Silverins, and sent by that pope to Con­
( .. ) Baronius tells us elsewhere",that Vhdlius ''''"Hi, I stnDtinople, with the character of his apocri­

by the sacred laws of !he chur~,h .. lncapahle of being I sarius or nuncio; but betra.yin(T him in the 
ever preferred to the epIscopal d1fwlty; and that, when : T I... I, I· I . G I,' d ,d 
he was proposed !ly fielisarius to the people and clergy manner \\ e la\f.., re alec c1 )O\iP, 18 secon e 
ofRomc, they could not think, without horr:Jr, ofylar- th(~ \vicked attempt of Vigilius, the usurper 
lng on t,he throne of 8t: Peter a ,man f'ullJed "'JIll t'o of 1 is SPf! In the famous dislHlte concprn-
many crnnes, anathematIZ(~d by hIS holy prcde('ef;~()r. 1 - o. 
and excluded by the canons from every preferment in i -------------------
the church. (Bar. ad ann. 540. ll. 7.) (f ~()\ how could I 

:~St~~:~,~~~l;(~~(:~\,t~~II~(~\~~~~~~I~ ~~(~I\~:~o:\IJlrl';~~71ir~rl:R~IT(\~~ I 

~ould Baronillf; pff~tend it ,"'as Illude by the iw:piratioll 
of the IInl v Ghost 1 

J Bar. aJ ann. 540. n. I!L 

I Bar. ad anll. 553. Jl. 235. 
'1 Bar. ad Rnn. 555. II. J. 
~ lddu. Jhili. 
4 Calcnd. Yd. Tre"7ir. 31. JUlluar. 
! Lill. Pont. 
(. Se1.' 1'. :~4t:, note (*) 



PELAlHUS.] on BISHOPS OF RO!\IK 371 
-------- -----

l.'hP cnql('ror ~rnrnj~f:~ to rai~e ~){~lal!iul'\ ~() ,tlH' papal cli!:nlity. Thp t.l('npl/~ inf'./pail of chno!l;jn~ him, Flcpnrate 
Ih(,IlJ~('h'I''' jr"HI 11I~ 4"<lTIlIIIUIlIIIII. II(~,~ JIII'gally l"iIIlH'!I: ;llld ordaulf'tl. 1If' recurs tothe emperor, who 811p­
porI": hilI! III,!!'''' u,.'lrpa 1,1011 N ".1:~1·:-; pr" '"iI i.l:: (:11 T hI' ",01111 il Y a THI ,!'\('I"!.':Y ,to ar k lloWlt~rll!C him for tiJeir his hop. 
pt'la~:l1l.'" ,,-rll(',., III lh(~ In,.,hop:.; 0/ 1 U,.,C;\IIY, III I;[\',)T nl 1111: ('(1\1111'11 ;-l' (~ar (Jf C;hri:-:t, [):Jti.] _____ _ 

;;~-tl"; ;'il;~,:.: '~I~al)l~~S," i)I;~;(jj;;'~0d t~-Vi- I;llt,tiJ,: p"~I)T;' ~rR~;n-;' I;ighly provoked 
gin".s ill all his ehallg('s, comiellillillg or ap- at his thllS obtrllding himself upon them, to 
proving thos" "rllclt's as tb.: p"pe cnndt'lllJH'd sho"- th"ir r<'s"lltlllent, separated themselves 
or apl'rol'ed t.hem. \Vith him Ite w;]s hanish- aneW frolll his eOllllllunion, declaring that, as 
cd fur rejecting the firth council; but rpeant- he waS not "keted by them, but had, by an 
jll~, whell thc, pope . rcca~)ted, he was with I open bn'aeh of the canons, and against their 
him released fWln IllS eXile, and rpcalled to I consent, stelzcd on the see, they would never 
Constantinople. IIe attend"d Vigil ius on his acknowlpdgc him for their lawful bishop. In 
return frum the imperial city; and, tlte pope these circuillstances Pelagius had no other 
dying ill the island of Sicily, he hastened to reSOllrce but to recur to the emperor; and to 
Rome, the elllperor having pron'is"d to raise him he applied, without delay, acquainting 
him to that see, if he survived Vigilius, upon him with his unhappy situation, and ascribing 
his engaging to cause the fifth council to be the hatred, which the Romans bore him, to 
universally received in the west. BlIt, arriving his having approved the late council, and 
at Rome, he found both the people and clergy joined the eastern bishops in condemning the 
incensed against him, to such a degree, on "three chapters." He renewed, On that 00-

acCollnt of his having approved the last con- casion, the promise he had made of causing 
stitulion of Vigilius, that, insteau of choosing the fifth council to be universally received in 
him for thr,ir bishop, they all separated them- the west: and there wanted no more to engage 
selves, with one consent, from his comrtlU- the emperor in his favor, who not only COil firm­
nion. Pelagills, however, knowing he had cd him, withoGt <lily further inquiry, but wrote 
the emperor On his side, resolved to cause to Narses, who, having completed the reduc­
himself to be ordained in defiance of the tion of Italy, governed that country with an 
canons, as well as the electors.(") absolute sway, commanding him to support 

Having therefore applied to tbe bishops, the new pope with all his interest and power. 
without consulting either tbe people or the In conlpiiance with the emperor's command, 
clergy, he prcl'ailed upon two, .Tohn of Pe- N a rses spared no pains to reconcile the people 
Tilsia, and Bonus of Ferentinum, to perform of Rome with their bishop, and succeeded 
the function: hut, to the everlasting; ,glory of therein so far as to gain over, in a'very short 
the Italian prelates, a third could not be found time, the greater part of the nobility and clergy. 
in allltaly, who would be any ways concern- Their ackllowledgin~ Pelagius for their law­
ed ill so illegal an ordination. In his room ful bishop was llrged against those who did 
therefore "-as substituted, by a new breach of not, as a "',,-fill election; so that, Narses in­
the car.ons,(t) one Andrew, a preshyter of lerposillg-Itis allthority, they were, in the eud, 
Ostia:(:j:) and by the above-mentioned bishops, all prevailed upon to acquiesce. I 
and that presbyter, was Pelagius ordained Pelag-ius, finding himself noW in the quiet 
bishop of Ilome. '(§) possession of his see, undertook, with great 

zeal, the work ,,-hicb the emperor, to whom 
(*) The canons of several ("ouncils forhirl <l hi~h()p alone he "'as indebted for his dignity~ had so 

to he ohtrlld('ct on rbe rf'n[llt~, against ttwir c·onsent. 
(t) TIlt' rflullcii of Nice reqUIres all lilt! ili51l()P~ of much nt heart. As the bishops of '-ruscany 

the pro\'illcP to a:-::-:i~t at the ordillation of a Jlew bi~hop. were the nearest to Rome, and the most of an 
nl\tadd~,irlh('vcaIITlOlallc()nv(>Jlientl\'altellrl.thr('e· d . h fh-
t'h:lll be !,\lttil'ii~·lIt. provided tht~ wetrop(llilan, ;11111 !lIe 1ncense ag?llnst t e pope, on account 0 IS 
rc~t. f',{'lId 1i1f'ir t'OllJ'if'nt in writill,!!, (II) Ordination receivin!S the fifth council, having, on that 

J;~(:~\I,~I~]e~'a~? 1~~~\'I;lrr::l:~~1:::,~~;e()~"1;~'a~!~'/~~~>l]I~~;::~~~~~ score, even erased his name OLlt of the dip-
hot II LIlt, Or('lailliu!! hi=-hojl, alld 111P ordailJi'(l, tn he dt'- tyehs; to thpln he wrote, in the first place, 
pll~cd :(b) and Itll~ ((\I1IH'il of Hi('z act naIl\' d('I)()S(~d allf'gitlg several aq:.!,'uments to convin(~e them, 
ArIlH'lllarill:", IIf'call=-t~ he h:ul Bot Iwell nr~l:ll1l('(1 lIy that the con:-:titLltion of ViQ'. ilius, condcrnning 
Ihrl~e !)i"'ll(lp~,«(,) Thr f:ltlJ{'r~ of lIla! :~~"'f~Jtlld\' eVen " 
S~~('1l1 to ll;\\'l' lookf'd upon such an onliT1:11i,lIl a~ 1I1ll!: the" thre(~ rhapters." \Vas 110 ways derogatory 
I. Ordill;lliIlP('III," say tllt'Y. "qll:lIll ('(l!l(ln('~ irrilam to the oecTrr:s or faith of Chalcedon. He 
(ldi.niIJTl1. 1\(~~ qnlHllle v;tf11;tndam I'~~e ('l'll,';;llinltl,,; adds~ that the (11)()stolic sees had al1 received 
in fl"a, rlra'li'rmi~~;l trilllH pr.:1~~t'nli;l. &c. prnr:,:]o;; 111i1il, 
fltlild (':li,.c'opl1l1l fa('cret. m:tcn!'lllll PS1,"(ri) Hnl il that cons'li111tioll; and, consequenl]y, that 
III 11 ... 1 ht' ;,110\\"\'(1. Ihat ordination, 11lnll!!h pnf()rllll'd sneh as did nfl1 rp('PivC:' it., ought to be deelned 
h,\'I\\'(1 hi"hnp~ only. or e\'cll by one, wa~ llever ilCPUl- s('hislll:t1ir~ ~ tlH' church being' founded, ac .. 
ed lIIlII by II\(> chureh, <.> 

(u) ('till. 0i('('n. call. 4, eordillg t() ~t. Austin, on the apostolic sees, 

i~? ;:;111\1_, 1\1,;:,~,:~I~~t\:~~_1.can. 21. (rJ) Cnn. H"jf'TI, ihid, and 11w 111111". so tnlleh recomlnen(h~d by the 
(t) 'I'll" !li"lJopnf HOllie w~,;. frollllhp (~:II'lj('q lill]l'';, {(tIllers. ('()!];iS1ill'f in th8 union of t.he other 

a" III' qill i_"'. t'lIn';I'rr:llpd hv tlw of (l:-;Iia, ('hurf'lH~s wirh t)1i~JTl.2 pp}agills does not pre .. 
Bill 11l1' jlrl'~"nl hi"llnp of TlPlf city (If','1 In Cflll- 11'11<1. ,-,:0::; WP In,I\, c,h.-::rTV8 here hy thp \vay, 
~~('n,lT(' Ill::': ~~·I~~II~~ITf'I]~_;;b:;~~~~~·{fl)li;II~~:d:"l\),\lrdl. ril;'fl~\'_I;:'~ 'tl](' c],I)[(,1I to h~\yp heen foundf'd on the spe 

III Ilrlll!!:J :.m,:--JI\'ln. ;11 1(':\~1. flo:n 'or H(ll})I' <ll(l!)('~ !lor that SCt~ alone t.o hA the 
(r'111l 111<'1)('1' \\':1~ hroughl <l1'('nrdill1-'l\' the I 

III i"Ii"d pr,'~h\ 1,'r, - " di-:lIITf'. il I>' lP;lld"!,:,1. fr(1111 hi!' 1f'll!'r to 1I1!~ hishop!, of 
'1 .\11:1",1, J':iltll,l!h, TII"(':II~\-, d;'lf'd 111i' 1;-,i1) of Ft·IlJ'llary. :i:di, Ihill hI: \\'a~ 

11 ;1 ','I ': I" t'H'1J1 Iii..: f'pilaph, (II) :11111 i::: a~>rl'('d nll 11]!,11 ; :111,] f'OTl::j'qll('/lll~'. 111:1! if IH' \\'a~ flrtiailll'ti 
:11 1 hlTld~, Ib'!1 h,' "'H~ f'ril:lilll'd "II II!!' I illi!1( :'I:rl!, ''II Ill' ]11,il' it \\'a~(llIlh(' 11th n(ApIIl oCtile 
JI.,- 1'1 ill' f-'''!II'rr' i Ilf \\'1111 h tll,'n' ]1:1:-: 1)('1'11 :-"111,' 'r' \ ":! I, 

(,)) .\;11111 H.lr :tllll, ~:),:. p. -l~j·1. ,,: fl.;!1 J"1I11 'J Pclag, {'po G, 
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The fifth coundl rejected by aiUlo:.t all the wt.!~Ii·rn lJii:lhop~. Pell~l!iut: \\'rile:-.a nrcular Idll~r. uddrc::'[';f!d to the 
whole church. He strives 10 ~tjr lip .:\ar~es a:!ai'I~[ Iii.:: diroit=ClIlIlI":- hlr-hujltl, '1'1,,: ~rca.t lII(Jdt~lalloli of lhat 
general. The pope cxlwrtJ::l him UJIf:W to use for< e and n •• h:Il~(~; Il1illll vain. -

centre ofU;,it.i:--j~e closes i;i~-l;;t;r-~\'ith a coulJ not wstraill, (;~b~i;;-g~t(l-~-;'-;'-~~~ 
confession of faith, declaring, that he f(!- duty. Nars('s, thOll;,!;h a great warrior, was a 
ceives the first four councils, with the duc- man of a mild' dl"POsltion, of g'Ceat modera~ 
trine contained in the letter of Leo; and" lion, and, in Illalt"rs of r"ligion, lIlt"rly a'verse 
laying before them the evils attending a to perB",,"tiull and vinll'nce. Unwilling there_ 
schism, or misunderstanding, among the pre- fore to "xert his authority, he strove, by gentle 
lates of the church, he advises them, if they i methods, hy entreaties and persuasion;"to gain' 
still question the orthodoxy of his faith, to! over the Italian bishops, who wcre snbjects' 
send some of their brethren to Rome, assuring I of the empire. This method of acting Was, 
them, they will be thus fully satisfied, that ~ agreeable to the temper of the general, bur 
his faith and theirs is one and the same. I I not of the bishop; who, finding it was not 
The answer of the Tusean bishops to this I attended with the wished for su<:cess, wrote 
letter, if they returned any, has not reached I anew to Narses, encouraging billl to change 
our times. But from history it appears, that, his conduct, and employ some lllure effectual 
apprehending the decree of the fifth council, means than entreaties and persuasion, to brin ... 
condemning the" three chapters," to be in- to reason the public disturbers of the tea'n': 
consistent with the faith of Chaleedon, they, quillity of the empire. .. He not alarmed,'" 
continued for many years separated from the' says he. "at the idle talk of some, crying out 
bishops of Rome, who received it. : against persecution, and reproaching the 

It was not only by the bishops of Tuscany, church, as if she delighted in cruelty, when, 
that the fifth council was rejected, though, she punishes evil with wholesome severities; 
approved by the Roman church, and the pope. ! or procures the sal vation of souls. He alone' , 
Those too of Lig-uria and Venetia in Italy, I perseclltes, who forces to evil: but to restrain, 
the bishops of Illyricum, Gaul, Spain, and i Inen frolll doing evil, or to punish them be-; 
even of Ireland, declared loudly against the" cause tll<'y ha ve d on" it, is not persecution, or 
decree of that assembly; nay, the Italian: cruelt.y, but love of mankind. Now that 
bishops, and likewise the Irish, censuring' schism, or a separation from the apostolic 
the eonduct of the pope, in the sharpest terms, I sees, is an evil, no man can deny; and that' 
as if he had betrayed the faith, to engage the; scllismatics may and ought to be punished, 
emperor in his favor, in case of a vacancy, : even by the secular power, is m~nifest both 
separated themselves from his communion.2 , from the canons of the chnrch, and the scrip­
As for the bishops of Africa, they had, with tnne." In ",hat part of the seripture it is 
ODe consent, renounced the communion of s~id, that those who separate themselves from 
Rome, ever sinee the year 550, when thpy the apostolic sees, may and ought to hepunish­
excommunieated Vigil ius, for condemning the I'd hy the secular power, the pope did not 
" three chapters," by his famous jndicatum. 3 think fit to let us know. He closes his letter 

Pelagius, finding himself thus abandoned with t'xhortin~ Narses to cause th" heads of 
by almost all the bishops in the west, as if I the schism to l,e apprehended, and sent, under 
he had condemned doctrines, which the conn- i a stron;,!; guard, to Constantinople j assuring 
cil of Chalcedon had defined, to remove that i him, th,it he need not scruple to use violence, 
suspicion, wrote a circular letter, addressed: if it may be so called, in the present case, 
to the whole church, solemnly declaring, that I seping the civil power is allowd, nay, and 
he approved the first four oecumenical coun- : r<>quired by the canons, not only to apprehend. 
cils; that he held the doctrine whieh they' hut to send into exile, and confine to painful 
had defined; anathematized all, who had prisons, t.hose who, dissenting- frolll their 
been anathematized by them; and received brethren, distllrb the tranquillity of the church. l 

those whom they receiyed; namely, the two Might not the Arians, the Nestorians, and 
catholic bish?ps Theodoret and Ibas.4 nut, the Eutychians, have justified, by the same 
this declaratIOn, however solemn, did 1I0t: principles, and nl!'thod of reasoninO', used 
satisfy the dissenting bishops. The)' still here by the jl"p", all the cruelties (h(; praC-: 
continued to defend the" three chaptprs," tiSI'd on the catholics, ",hpn they prevailed, 
anathematizing, as betrayers of the faith of, and had the civil power (In tlwir side 1 
Chalcedon, all who presnmed, or should ever: N a rsps was 110 less desirons than the pope, 
presume, to condemn tht'm. The pope, there- ' of s,'eing- an end put to the s<,hislll, bring- well 
fore, finding he could by 110 other means over- apprised, Ihat Justinian had nothillg- more at 
come the obstinacy of the refractory and heart, and that his t'l1,'cting- i( would riYet him 
schismatic bishops, as he styled thl'm, re- fOrt,v"r ill the (,1II1><'ror'8 forever. However! 
solved, in the end, to recllr (0 the seelllar inst!'ad of Iwar\,,,"i,p, tl) tlw Sllcrrrcstions ot 
power j and accordingly wrote several v"ry the 1'01''',11,' still 1'Ilfs~)(·d his f"n;'~r conduct; 
pressing [',ttPrs to Narsf's. rf'commendilllI to aelill;,!; tliNPin [\JIITI' lik" a hisllOp til;,n a sol­
that gPIIPral the unity of HlP church, and ,'x- di"r. ,\'I,il" tilt' hishop ;letl'eI 1II0rt, Iii,,, a sol­
horting him to restrain.lty his authority. I.hos<, eli,'r tlla" a I,isilop, :-;OlJHl bishops ,d'Tllscany, 
whom the allthority of St. P(,ter, and his BPI', and SOlll!' "I' l.i(!Jlria, ",,'re, ill 11)(' ('nd, pre-

J Pela~_ ep_ 6. 
s Sec p. ~~(). 

vClilt'd ll]>tllJ II} ~,ar:-:"s to rCfl('W tll!'ir eOIlllIlU" 
'Crf'~_ ;\fa~_ 1. 2. f~pi~t. c_ :11i 
.. PtJ;q!_ f:p_ 7. I FeJ:q.'. I·p. 3. 
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~(lnl(' Ili:-:!,"!'!' by :\"a.f.<.:es to relle\'''' 111!'lr i'nllllHlIlli\~n \\ jlh HOlil;'. The Tslria 
'-111"111.-"1\'"", {OlnIIIH!!inll o! til,' POjW, Iud i XIOlllltllJII,(,lli :\ Il"<;'.-[\I.lruf ( 

111,'\11',' III i IfIH 11111111\ u! :-;llrlllli! hlltJ lip ,lIl( \\ ,1!!.1I'1'-111J( III Clldd"jlt'fL kill!..' of 111(; 1, 

litl' (1:1 II oi" 111 ; \\-h(1 ~e!lds lu Iht! king- all aillplc rOllr<'~"i(JIJ of III"; (.Iii II. 
ill dill"'fl'lIl YI'an, l'Idagill~. 

l;i"[1 Wlllt \{O[llt'; btlt could by no means be whole 1"'''1'1" 1 Hut not rr·ttt(·"\'J<'(il\~' his 
per~II(I(kd to fPet'lve the ftfth cOllncil, and o\.o.,'n ille~al ordination, or thinl.;in~r l\;lrS(~S 

CO[ldClllll tile '" thme chapters," condemned, as did !lot reJlH'llIi)Pf it, he had even the a::;~1.lrance 
they said, Ily the predecessor of l'elagius, and to t,,11 that gelleral, it was illClltltlll'llt UpOIl 
pchgins illlUSelf, merely to gratify the em- him to see that the customs and laws of the 
pcror, and rt,dc(,111 thetnseil'es from exile, and! church were as punctu:1l1y complied with as 
the hardslltps they suf]iereu. As for the bi- those of the empire, and to punish all who 
shops of Istria, having assembled about this presutrted to trallsgress them within the 
titIle a colt'iCil in A~uilea, at whi0h presided bouuds of his .iurisdictlOn: that th" bishops 
l'aulitlus Iltshop uf that city, they declared alii of A(lt,lilea and }Iil:,in were both guilty of a 
to a mall Itl Ltvor ut the" three chapters," notOrIOUS transgressIOn of the sauj laws; 
rejected the council which had condemllf,J I which he cannot cOllnive at, without l"'traying 
them, ,epJratrd themselves from the commu- the trust reposed in him by the most religiOtIS 
nion of the pope, and, at the same time, ex-I emperor; nor~ in so flagrant a case, do less 
COtltOHlIlicated Narses for concurring with him, than remove both bishops from their sees, and 
and siriving to establish a faith different from. send them prisoncrs to Constantinople.' Thus 
tltat which was established at Chalcedon.1 Pclagius; but yet the two bishops kept pos­
Of this {'elagius was no sooner informed, than, session of their sees to the day of their death. 
he wrote ant'\\' to C;arses, exhorting, him,to I And truly,.had Narses bcen persuaded by the 
reven<,'e tlte affront, whIch tlte schIsmatIcs pope, that Il was Incumbent upon hun to pro­
had of1i'fI'c! to him, and, in him, to the em-' ceed, with so much severity, against those 
peror, ,,!Jom he represented. To deter others who presumed to transgress the customs and 
from atlelllpl.S of tlte like nature, and teach laws of the church within the bounds of his 
them the r('sped that is due to the see of tbe jurisdiction, he mllst hove b"~'\ln V>'lth his 
prime ap"stiP, and the majesty of the empire, holiness himself, whom he well kIH'W to be 
he ;ldvisl's Narses to send Palliinus prisoner the most notoriolls transgressor of all. 
to Const:\l\tinol'le, to drive all the rest from In thc mean time a report being spread all 
their srI'S, alld banish them the province. He ~ over Gaul, that the pope, by <1pproving the 
complains of PaniiutB in particular, not only I fifth council, condemncd the doctrine which 
as a sclti,,"atic, hut. as one, who, bavin!l bpen. had hero ddioed and pqahlishl'd in the f'oun­
unduly (Jrt!;Iit",d, ou![ht not to be lookcdllpon, I clioI' Chalcedon, Childelwrt, kin(! of the 
nor oucht to he treated, 8S a lawful bishop, Franks, dispatched onc H"flinus to Home, to 
hut ;tS ;lll intruder. "Ill' a custom, says he, aC'I"aiut I'elagius "'ith that report, and, at tho 
which l"lS Illng ohtaineo, Lhe bishops of Aqui- same time, ti) require a cont"ssion ,,/ his faith. 
lea ilwl ~Iilan ordained cnch other: but the \Vere nn embassador now sent \<) R0I118 on 
CHemOn\' ",;]S to he performed in the church such an errand, he would there meet with a 
of the ordained, that no room might be left for very indifferent reception: but, <1S the popes 
the onhiller to claim any superiority or juris-' had not yet begun tothink tllP,lllselves infalli­
diction over the olher; and, at the same time, ble, Pehgills, thnn~'h a man of no meek spirit, 
he nli~ht Iw wpll assured, that the person, instead of resenting it in the king, that he 
whont he orriain('(L was acc.eptable to the should have thus questioned the orthodoxy of 
pt'ople. Tltis CIlStOtn, continues the pope" his faith, received his cmbassador with nn­
was 1\"t ,.bserved in the ordination of Pauli.! common marks of respect and es\tY'lIl; and, 
nus, the pretcnderl hishop of A'luilpa. He' in compliance with his demand, drew 111', 
"'os nnt orri:lincd in his own ehurch, hut in sic;ned, and sent into Gaul, an ample confes­
th"t of '\li1an; and therefore must not be sian of his faith, SOIPlIIIliv declaring, that he 
lool,,,d Ilpon as a lawful bishop, but ollly as not oIlly received, but ,,:as ready 'to c!cf"nd, 
an intrnder, and an uSIlrper."t \Vhat the even at th" expense of his life, the holy iaitll 
pOP" tlro'os here "!lainst the ordination of PaI1- of Chalc.,<lnn; that be <1nathe",atizctl all wh') 
litt tts . Iltl,dtt have lwcn llnanswerablv lITo-cd did not hold tlte same faith. as well as the 
"gaill"t I~s own. If the bishop of ~Aqll~ea doctrine ('ontailwil in the letter of Leo; and 
Was to he lo,)ked npon only as an intruder that nothing har! been defined in the Gfth coun­
and an I1sttrper, becallse tllp abovc-mplltioned , pil, Ilttl. what was elltircly a;!repahlr, to that 
('l!s.tnlll \\';1:-:; llot oh:::cTved in his ordination, I flitll iHHl ooctrinf'.2 This r-olJfpssion the king 
ou~ht !lot Pel,to-il1s himsl'lf. \vith much tnOTe I imlllf'diatrlv cornmunieatco to the (~1l1lican 

rcaS'lli. to h<1",,-IIl'l'n lonked upon as nn intr\!- hishops. Btlt not satisfied with it, still 
niT <Hid ',1n lJ:.;llrj)Cr, seeing hp han 1)('('11 OT- ('ontirllll'd, ill spil(: the pope's, Tf'Jwaff'd pro· 
ditirwd COlllr;,:rv to a more :1Jlcient cllston], a tcstations, to defend the ,,; thre(~ ;" 
('t:-;lnll1 ('~1',-I~)li~hC'rl :Hld strietlv Plljoin(;d !lV and it W;lS not till mall? years. drier I the 
<1!l ('\pr,·,-;<.:. ('~ln()11 of the mos.t r~vered conrH'll firth COlllWil was unl vers;tl1y r('('ei\'f'd in Caul. 
that ('\"l'r W~I~ iwld in tIle chl1rc11;2 n<1V, (lnd: :-';cycral other It'ttf'fS, (IT fra!!lllcnts of If'l.1ers, 
(l.!l";li!I'.;l tht· cnnsf'IJI ;l!Irl declared will 'of the havf~ fl';lr\Jed O\lr times., written, in dilI'cft'Ilt 

I PI·I:I;!, ('i l ::; f:-:I'C lIute (*) p. 371 
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})elagiI18 dies :-Ycar of CIHist, :-J()O .. 1uhll III. cll(l~(~ll, af1<'r a vacancy of (niH lIionths. \\-bat (J~ 
tlw~(~ long vacanrws. 

y";;r~, b y l'd;~!.;i us -t;-Nars('s, to c-l,il~lel>ert-;---'l~'-i-;;-lptl('-r, an.'f-;;;-;;;-t~"~;,~;·,~Jn~ 

10 ~al>allcill:; of Aries, and others. In olle to building of new churchns, which the pope will 
Sauaucius, hI) appoints that prelate his vicar, not allow to be built on groLlnd whme any 
vesting- him with the metropolitan jnrisdictton, person whattever has been buried, seem to have 
not only ov"r the provinc"s that were subject been written in 558, and 1Il0st authors suppose 
to Childehert, but all Gau!.' In his lelters to i Pelagius to have died the following' year. 
Narses, he cOlIlplair,s of several bishops,! But from his epitaph it appears, that he 
wbom he cbarges wilh incest, with murder, I governed the Roman church lour years, ten 
with adultery, and other heinous crimes,' months, and eighteen days;' and, cOllsequeqt_ 
which, he says, it is the duty of the civil i Iy, as he was ordained on the eleventh of 
magistrate to punish, since the church could' April 555,2 that his death must have happen_ 
not, with all the severity such enormities de- I ed on the first of March 560. He had the 
served. 2 In another letter he acquaints the mortification to see the authority of the Homan 
person to whom he writes, that th" people of ' church universally disregarded, and brought to 
Syracuse, which see was immerliately subject the' lowest ebb, even in the west, the bishops 
to that of Rome, having chosen one for their of Gaul, Spain, Africa, Ireland and Italy, con­
bishop, who was married, and had children, tinuing, in spite of all his efforts, of his re­
he had refused to ordain him; but finding the peated protestations, and decisions, to con­
people, after they had heen a whole year with-: demn and reject a council, which he had ap­
out a bishop, were still determined to choose I proved and received; nay. and to suspect the 
no other, be had, in the end, thought it advise- i orthodoxy of his faith, because he received 
ahl(O to ordain the person, whom they had I it.3(*) Pelagius is said, in the pontificals, to 
chosen; but it was upon condition that he' have died when he had just laid the founda­
should not misapply the goods of the church, tion of the famous church in Home, dedicated 
nor bequeath the least share of tbem, at his to the two apostles St. Philip and St. James. 
death, to his wife, or his children." 

JOHN III., SIXTIETH BISHOP OF ROME. 

[J VSTINIAN, JUSTIN the younger. J 

[Year of Christ, 560.J Pelagius being pie; which, in those times, could seldom be 
dead, John, the third of that name, the son of done till several months after the election, on 
Anastasius, a person of no small distinction account of the irmptions of the barbarians, 
in Rome, was chosen to succeed him, and and the wars in Italy. In the mean time the 
ordaincG on the 18th of Julv, which, in 560, archpriest, the archdeacon, and the primice­
fell on a Sunday, after the see had been va- rius, or chief of the notaries, sllpplying the 
cant four mont hs, and seventeen r!ays .. These room of the pope, transacter! all business, and 
long vacancies are ascribed, by somc, to the disposed of the revenues of the sec, as they 
intrigues of the candidates, or pretenders to: thought fit. It was their province to acquaint 
the papal dig-nity. But what seems chiefly I the emperor, the exarch, the jlld~es, and like­
to have Occ:ls,onerl them, was. that the elect, wise the bishop of Ravenna, with tite decease 
by what numner soever elected. could not be I of the pope, as soon as it happene,l, and af­
ordained till his election was approved and terwards with the election of his Siwressor; 
confirmed by the emperor; so that the empe- nor did they resign their charI'''' till they re­
ror was to be acguainted with the election, ceived the imperial decree confirming- the 
was to tssue a decree confirming- it, and that election. Their thus waitin~ ,ill the will of 
decree was to be sent to the exarch of Raven­
na,(*) and notified by him to the Roman peo- title was adopted hy the S\l('cp~:-;nrs of Longilllls. \\'ho, 

re~i(liTl!!", as lie l1a;l aone, at H:n'Cl!lla, \\'(~r(' thence 
----- styled exarctll~s of Ravt'l1lltl. Tlwr £'()\'nlwli Italy 

1 P('la~. (~p. 1;'), ~ Idem, (lflist. 4. ,vith an ails/dllte authority, plarilll! ;-lJld di:-:pbeing- rhe 
31-14'111, ('p. Ii. et frag. 1 .. toll1. 5. Conei!. p. 805. (l\lke~ at lileir pl(~a;';l:rt~; :111(\ tn them the jI('()pll~ h:ld 
4 Lill. P(llltif. rr"(Hlr~(~ in all malkr,: of nHHIH~1I1. Till'\' 111:llnlained 
OJ Tile pro\'ill(,(':~ of Italy had, p.vcr !',illce the time tile p()w(~r and authori!\' of till' f'llIpernr; ill It:!!v for 

of COil ~! :1 !II j lJ I' 1 Jl(~ C rl~a', [)el~n g-()\'enl(~d lIy ('nl'~U J a res t lit! ~ pac~~ 0 f Oll(~ hlllld fl;d a 11.1 t' j '..' III \' -I Jlrt'(~ \'(':) f:-: t. lia t 
("Hrl'ctorl',":;. a)l,j Pr;!':O-;ld(·;':.Tlnalt(!ralioll ill tilp1!OVf'rn- ,i;.:, fr()1ll tile year 51iS, ,,'Iwlt LO/l~iilll.~ \\-a;.:· ;':t~!lt infO­
JnI~lll 11:!\'ill'! h("'11 In:ldl' t'ilhl!f' by tIl(' 1~lllrWr()r;.: \\'hoi lhat ("()l!lltry,"n 11](: YI~af ";":>1, ",lu'l! EI1I\·dliu:-.llw laf:t 
~I!c{'('(~d('d ('IlII;.:I;llllilH', or Ii.\' Ille kill~~ of Ilw (;1)111:-;.1 t'Aarrh, \\'a~ tiriv(',,' 0111, and Ha\·('IlJl:l·\\,;t;.: t:lkt'n lIy 
]1111 lilt, (;oltl::' tWIll:': dl"l\·(~.n 0111 hy :'\ar~e;.:. and all Italy. A . ..:llllplnl;':. kill!! of 11)(' LIJlulJard:-. it.':i Wi' 1'11;\11 llav~ oc-
11llilt'd all~'\\" 1() I!I!~ t'llljllr('. LO!l~illll:::. \\'hn "';1:0: ~(,l1t, c;l;.:ioll tn rl'lak h(~r(';\flt'J 

to .<:.11('(·('!,<1 thaI !-.,q'tH'f:ll, ;':llPPfC:-.';':(.'d.'.lle a1H:i('lIt lila!!.];.: .. I' 1,'\1.111(1 Bar. nil A.JIIi. 5 . .'"J!1. p. 'l!H. 
lr;lk:--;; ;(~HL ill 1111'If fl)(lIll, pla('('d, ill ('adl eily (If ~ Sf'(' p. :fil, IlO\(' (0) 31.ih. P(\l\lif. 

110\11' a '.'()\'I·rll(\l- WI}!)!11 I,,· di"1111~'\II ... !){'d willl1!w IIT](' ( ... ) nid IIIIJ;':" hi..:iI1)p ... ]wji('\·,· illrdilitli,' J It is 
of (.lllkl" I,"I\' h!ll,:--:(·lf. Ilf' :1!"~IIIII('d 1 Ill' lilll' of (''\:lrril.' ('vid('lll t!w\,ditlllnl; II'll. did /H' Ili!ll~('lr: t:i;.:e 

\\'hll'll \\-;!" :.'1\"'11 il]!" (;r(·,·I,:--: I,) 1)11):-4' \\ ito prt',..:idt·d Ill' \\"oilid 11;)] 11:\\'1' 1':111,'(1. IIJ:I\' w('11 !-1\]ljJO;':i~, 10 

1I\'('r:\ di(I"t·~I·. C(>lI.~,'qll(~llrly. n\'t,r Ilw !ll:lll~' [11"01- pl":ld tIl:!! Jlff'r()!~:I!i\"t', 01 711 1'·;l:-1. 1:1 lJWIIIJtlJ] ii, fill so 
'tine!'" o( \\'1J1dl 1)11' ,jJ(j( (';-i(' \\"a~ (,(JltlpO!.,,:('d TIll" :-;\Jll('. lJf!.'\'t!1 ;111 (H'I ;!:--:IOII. 
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\·\<hl,tiln (It(~ parlal di?lIily h(~ ('oll1"nrcd by all ckction, a,ilQlc . ..\'!l.tllillj! tuortil'd of this P(lTW wIHlhy ~fnoti(e, 

'J'J!t~ (~.<t"'tl·rllIH",ll'lps at Var\<llll'C ahnllt the "CUHlljllilJllilY alit! lIIC()rrujiulJlllt)" ofllie huoy IJ(Clins1. Tile 
fir",t rJ .. ':(~ and pfllg-re::s of till"; dl~pl1te. 

the etlljl('ror was kllo\\'n, (l/"ten occasiolled a I too at variancn among t\H'lflst~l\'t,:-;, with re­
c()nsidt'r;lhl(~ d(~lay in tfH~ ord.ination or r~Oll~W- I spect to <lllotl!(-'r point, and 110 less divided 
cration of tl", pope. Bllt how long soever the than their brethren in the "",,,t. 'J'lw state 
(klay \\'as, the "Iect di,1 not, in th" m(,an enjoyed often a settled peace, bllt the church 
tune, exercise any anthority as true and law- scarce ever. The point at present in dispute 
ful pope, nor was Iw looked Ilpon as snch, was, .. wln·ther the body of Christ was, be­
but still yielded the first place in the church fore he ro'e from the dead, corruptible or in­
to the archpriest.C") Hcnce it appears, that corruptible." This important question had 
the papal dignity, whatever power or juris- occasioned, some years before, great dissen­
diction it imports, was not thcn thought to be sions and divisions among the Eutychians, 
conf("rcd byel""tion alone, but bi election. and even a schism in that party, some of them 
and NJnsccration. It was on this consideration I obstinatl'iy maintaining, that the body of 
that the ancient writers have not allowed a Christ was, and otliers, no less obstinately, 
place, in the catalogue of the popes, to Ste- that it was not, suhject to corruption_ The 
phen, who was chosen in 782, bllt died before question was first moved, about the year 531, 
he could be consecrated. Bllt in the year by some monks of Egypt, a set of men, who, 
1059, Nicholas II. decreed, That if the pope indulging themselves, for want of a better 
could not be consecrated, he should neverthe- employment, in sp(,culations of that n3tmB, 
less exercise his authority as true and lawful took particular delight in communicating them 
POP'l, in g-overning the Roman church, and dis- to the world, and seeing the ecclesiastics as 
posin!5 of the goods of the holy sec.' How- well as the laity engaged in disputes and 
ever it was still disputed in the 13th century, quarrels about them. For such was the 
whether the pope had a power to issue bulls humor, snch the temper of men in those days, 
before his consecration; and many maintained, more especially of the ecclesiastics, tbat every 
that he had no such power. But Clement V. conceit, however absurd, however impertinent 
put an end to the dispute in 130G, by a bull, and idle, was looked upon by them, on ac­
forbidding, on pain of excommunication, any count of sOllle far-fetched deductions and eon­
such qllestion to he b[(l1l~·ht intI) ddJate;2 and scqnences, as a matter of the utmost import­
it is 110"- a settled point in the schools, that ance to the faith, as tile subject of a snious 
the pope f('eeives all papal authority from his dispute and inquiry. And indeed what else 
election alone.C t) but idle conceits, but trifling, absurd, Clnd im-

But to return to the present pope. He held pcrtinr:nt spe(,ulations, calculated (only to con­
the se8 thirteen years, wantin~' a few days; found onr belief, and, by multiplying mys­
and yet I find nothing recorded of him by the teries, mnder the Christian religion 'Illite un­
contemporary writers, that is worthy of notice. intelligible, was the suhject of most of the 
In the west affairs continued in the same sitll- dispuks; for the determining of which, after 
ation, in which his predecessor han left them, they had long rent the church into irrceoncil­
some bishops thew receiving-, but the far able parties and factions, hishops were sum­
greater rart continuing still to condemn, the maned, as we have often seen, from all parts 
fifth co((neil, and all who received it. \Vhat of the Christian world, and general councils 
pains the pope took to heal these divisions, to assembled? 
unite the bishops among therYl';elves, and with Of the rise anrl progress of the present ('on­
hIS see, we know not, nor indeed whether he troversy, the contemporary Writers deltver liS 

took any; for of the sever?1 letters that are the following: account: a monk of Egypt, re­
ascrihc(f to him, not one is allowed, by the pairin~ to Severns,' the famous E((tychian 
learned, to be o-enuine. bishop of Antioch, who had been obliged to 

In tl", east the fifth council was universally quit the see he had usurped, and take refuge 
received; bnt yet the ecclesiastics were there in Alexandria, asked him, whether he thought 

the body of Christ was" corTllptible" or " in­
corTllptihle" before his resurrection. Severus 
answered, after a short pause, that the fathels 
had all believed it "corruptible;" and that 
his faith ''""s the same with theirs. The 
monk, not satisfied with that answer, being 

(*) Thlls ,lohn IV. hf'ing elef:lcd pope, whih' he was 
archdf'aroll, Sig'lIf:d nevertheless, in ttw .<;econd place, 
and after the archprir'st, lhe 11~t\(>r. which the Roman 
cler!!\' ,'.rnlr to the Scot~ hpforf' Ilis election w~s con­
firrn('~l by the t'rnperM. styling himself only deacon, 
\vith lhe o anditinn (If cleft, "Joallllcs DiacoIlus, et in 
norninl' np.i tclpftusoH(/l) 

(n) Hl'd. 1. 2. c. 19. Epist. 15. Martini Pap. 
dinrn. Horn. Pont. tit 1 

et L,b, perhaps himself of a different opinion, or 
wanting- to di\-idc the leading men of that 
party ;j'mong: themselves, for the good of the 
ehllreh, \",,('r.t strai~ht from Severns to Julian, 
the Entychian ]Jishop of ThlicarnasslIs. who 
had hpcn likp\\'ise foreed to "IHlndon his spp, 
and flv into Eerypt_ and asleed him the same 
fln(>sti~n. .lillian .rel11rned answer, that liJe 
fathers had all believed the: hod\, of Christ to 
have lH':('n, from its ('onreption-, H irl('orrupt-

1 Crafiall. rli~t. 2:1. '<In. in nomine ])omini. 
!1 EXirnV;]!!. (Om. I. flo c. 4. IiI. 1n 
(t) Tlli~ opinion the nlndl'rJl wrifNs arc all hOllnd to 

nlainlain. an(1 .on;.;eqllt'1111y tn place lh(~ ~l b()yc­
IllPlllin!lI,(j ,';;:11'p1w11, lhn\l~lh nl'\"rf (·(lnf':('cr<l\f'd. in tllf' 
catalol!llf' of tlJ(~ J1()~H'<:; whi.h has ()('r""jllll(·d a rli."­
n.~rl'l'nl"nl h.'lWI:I'H t1Wfll and ltlf' aJlcif:'nt~. III Ill,' 
nntllh(,f (If I I If' ~lqdleTlf':, and the manTler nf Tlllftllwri!lJ! 
llklrl. For thlls ~tE'fillf'n. ~I~·l('d tll(~ ~('c:()nd hy the 
an(·;('nl:-<, i~ recknm'(j !II(' third ~ly the lIlorlt'nl~; th,' 
Ihird i~ (;dlt'd tIll' fOllrth ; and, in rile ~,unl' mallTlI'r, tlli' 
1P", 10 the: lIillth. \\·ho,tl tIl!' nl<ld~rn" rail tht' II·nll!; 
With f..:"l(·;tl {"()nfu~iull ill ili;.;tcn·, and tOlitradicliOlt 
arrlUIJi! Writers. . 




