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220 THE RULERS IN THE NEw WORLD.

be so honored that his rights be not opposed to those
of another.”

Gregory took great interest in the condition of the
clergy. He held that “bad priests are the cause of

«© The the people’s ruin;” that “ what is a fault in

Clergy. 3 layman, is a crime in a clergyman;” and
“that a clergyman, corrupt within, can not long stand
in relation to the world outside.”” He forbade the
ordination of any ome in public office, civil or mil-
itary. Wandering clergymen were called back to
their work. He urged upon all the supreme duty of
aiding the poor and oppressed. “In all the clergy,
he required strict celibacy; they were to have no
women in their houses but mothers, sisters, or wives
married before ordination, from whom they were to
live separately.”

As the first monk who became Pope, he had great
solicitude for the condition of those following the
monastic life. ‘T'o an abbot, he writes:
“As the ceaseless remissness of thy de-
ceased predecessor saddened us, so thy care rejoices
us. Restrain, therefore, those who are comnmitted to
thee from gluttony, pride, avarice, vain discourse, and
all uncleanness. In which correction, know that this
order is to be observed, that thou love the persons,
but persecute the vices, lest, shouldst thou act other-
wise, correction pass into cruelty, and thou ruin those
thou desirest to amend.” He ordained that no man
was to become a monk under eighteen years of age;
two years of probation were always to be required
(Benedict required but one), and from soldiers three;
no married person was to receive the vows, unless
botb. man and wife were willing to embrace the mo-

(d) Monks.
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nastic life; not even an abbot was to leave his con-
vent except on urgent occasions, and no one ever
alone; no monk or nun was to retain any private
possession ; no young woman was to be made an ab-
bess; no woman was to be veiled ” (finally and irrev-
ocably consecrated to virginity) under sixty years (?f
age—(forty appears to have been the previous limit
fixed by the Councils.) He was careful to see that
monastic communities were provided with endow-
ments, and to protect them in the possession of such
as had been given them by bequest or otherwise.
He contributed largely from the revenues of “the

patrimony ” for this purpose.

The care and increase of this patrimony was an
unceasing object of his solicitude. The See of Rome
had large possessions, constituting what (o care of
was called the “Patrimony of St. Peter,” * the Patri-
not only in Italy and the adjoining islands, son
but also in remoter parts, including Illyria, Gaul, Dal-
matia, and even Africa and the Fast. In regard to
the possessions of the Church in Italy, Mr. Bryce
says: “Ever since the restriction of the Western
Empire had emancipated the ecclesiastical potentate
from secular control, the first and most abiding object
of Gregory’s schemes and prayers had been the ac-
quisition of territorial wealth in the neighborhood of
the capital. He had, indeed, a sort of justification;
for Rome, a city with neither trade nor industry, was
crowded with poor, for whom it devolved upon the
bishop to provide.” Thus was laid the foundation for
wealth which led to power, and, one hundred and
fifty years later, to that temporal dominion which
ceased only in 1870. These estates of the entire pat-
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rimony were managed by officers called “rulers of
the patrimony ” and “ defensores,” to whom Gregory
continually wrote, directing them about the manage-
ment of the farms and the protection of the peasants.
In this work, he showed a genius for administration
more minute and not inferior to Leo's. The reve-
nues of the “patrimony ” were divided according to
custom in the West—in equal parts to the bishops, the
clergy, the buildings and service of the Church, and
to the poor.

Gregory was unbounded in his charities. A great
part of the population of Rome depended on them.
Daily, when he sat down to dinner, a por-
tion was sent to the poor at his door. He
had the poor and infirm searched out in every street,
and kept a large book for the names of the objects of
his bounty.

What difficulties he fought against in the closing
years of his work,and yet how untiring and success-

LastDays ful he was in its performance, his letters
of Gregory. show. In 600, he writes to Eulogius of
Alexandria: “In the last year, I have received your
letter, but have been unable to answer it until now,
owing to the excess of my illness. For nearly two
years I have been confined to my bed, and afflicted
with such pains from gout that I have hardly been
able to rise for three hours’ space on festivals to cele-
brate mass. I am soon compelled, by excess of pain,
to lie down again, and seek relief by groaning. My
pain is sometimes alleviated, and sometimes intense;
but never so alleviated as to leave me, nor so intense
as to kill me. Hence I am daily dying, but never
die.” Writing to Theodelinda, Queen of the Lom-

(f) Charities.
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bards, in 604, he says: “ Not only are we unable to
dictate; we can not even rise to speak; as your mes-
sengers, who found us well when they came, have
left us in the utmost danger.” ‘T'he indefatigable and
dauntless spirit left this home of pain, March 12, 604.

In personal appearance, Gregory was of medium
height. The expression of his countenance was
mild ; his features were regular; his com- gregory’s
plexion swarthy and fresh. He had a high Appearance.
forehead, with dark hair, nose slightly aquiline, lips
thick and ruddy, and his beard somewhat tawny and
of moderate length.

Gregory had an excessive preference for monastic
and ascetic forms of life, and the superstitions of the
age in regard to miracles and relics. He gregory's
was sometimes too courtly in his address Character
to rulers, the most lamentable instance of which was
his letter to the cruel usurper Phocas. ‘‘In nature
and bearing he was singularly tolerant, liberal, and
kindly;” in administration, considerate yet firm—
never harsh or domineering.

The use of the pallium was introduced in confirm-
ing the election of bishops, and so strengthening the
power of Rome, 543-595. 7The pallium
was a narrow band, which surrounded the
neck, and hung down before and behind, like a let-
ter Y. It was made of white wool, ornamented with
four dark-purple crosses. It was sent from Rome by
the Pope, and no election was valid which was not
confirmed by the receipt of this gift. ‘This made the
entire episcopacy of the West dependent on the Ro-
man See, and is the corner-stone of the constitution
and administration of the Roman Catholic Church.

The Pallium.
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Two events beyond this period were necessary to
the development of the Papacy of the Middle Ages.
Conquests ot One, the conquest of the Saracens, which
the Saracens. destroyed the patriarchates of Jerusalem,
Antioch, and Alexandria, limited the development
and growth of Constantinople, and so removed all
rivalry, if not resistance, of the Churches of the
Orient. On the other hand, the life-and-death strug-
gle of Christendom for existence in Africa, Spain,
France, and Italy made helpful the centralization of
authority and discipline in Rome; and the conversion
of the Teutonic nations contributed to the same
result.

The final step, and the one on which the Papacy
of the Middle Ages rested, was not taken until * the

«porged ‘- Forged Decretals’ secured it its temporal
Decretals.”  gyzerainty, the immunity of its priesthood
in the superior ecclesiastical tribunals, and the tre-
mendous prerogative of excommunication and inter-
dict.”

The Papacy was the slow-growing development of
the hierarchical constitution of the Church. The
Causes of the SyStem of bishops, archbishops, and patri-
Development archs seemed to require a head to complete
ofthePapacy. i+ and secure its unity. ‘This develop-
ment also represents the results of personal ambition
and fraud. From the forged date of the Sardican
Canon to the Forged Decretals and donation of Con-
stantine, through the Middle Ages, fraud has been a
powerful element in the establishment of the Papal
claims.

However beneficial such a centralized authority
was, in some respects, to the life and civilization of
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the Middle Ages, we should not forget that it ren-
dered necessary the separation of the Greek and Ro-
man Churches, and hence the division of Christen-
dom in the face of a powerful Mohammedanism,
which was the crowning misfortune of the Crusades,
and caused the loss of Constantinople to Christen-
dom; and that it rendered necessary the great Refor-
mation before the Middle Ages could give way to
modern times. It is to-day a survival of an outworn
part in the life of the Church and of Christian civili-
zation. Its claims, both political and ecclesiastical,
are as anachronistic and impossible of realization as
its infallibility is incredible.
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